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By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Irving Convention 
Center was full of bags and boards, 
Jan. 28-29. However, it was not a 
trade show for grocers or lovers of 
charcuterie; it was the 2022 Tex-
as Cornhole League’s (TCL) Ryder 
Cup, where 1,500 players from 88 
teams competed for bragging rights 
for their community or state and 
$70,000 in prize money.  

This was the 12th Ryder Cup, a 
name borrowed from the famous 
team golf competition between Eu-
rope and the United States. The TCL 

Cornhole Ryder 
Cup draws crowds

Ryder Cup started in 2011 and has 
become a popular format.

“It’s been a cool experience,” Chad 
Jacobson, co-tournament director 
for TCL, said. “We absolutely love it. 
Players love this event. This is their 
favorite event of the year. It’s the 
hardest one to prepare for, because 
it is so unique, but it’s an amazing 
event.”

Cornhole is a sport where compet-
itors toss beanbags toward a wooden 
board 27 feet away, hoping to land 
their throw in the middle of a hole 
six inches wide. Each competitor 

throws four bags per inning, and 
the first team or thrower to reach 11 
points is the winner. 

The sport’s origins are found in 
the 19th Century when quoits, similar 
to horseshoes, where competitors 
throw steel rings at a metal spike was 
introduced. However, cornhole got a 
big boost in the United States in 1974 
thanks to a ‘Popular Mechanics’ ar-
ticle detailing how to build a board 
for bean bag bullseye, a game resem-
bling modern cornhole. 

College
football

officials meet
By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Since 2013, officiating co-
ordinators from every college foot-
ball conference have gathered at the 
National Football Foundation (NFF) 
office in Irving for their annual meet-
ing. After having their 2021 meeting 
virtually, in-person meetings re-
sumed the week of Jan. 25, 2022. 

“The collegiate conferences in-
vest heavily and work tirelessly to 
ensure officiating proficiency, and 
the coordinators of each conference 
comprise the key group of dedicated 
professionals who care deeply about 
officiating success,” Steve Hatchell, 
NFF president & CEO, said in a press 
release. “We are delighted to again 
host their important meeting. They 
truly care about the game.”

But nobody was happier over re-
suming in-person meetings than 
College Football Officials (CFO) co-
ordinator Steve Shaw. 

“From when the pandemic start-
ed, we had been totally virtual,” 
Shaw said. “This was the first time 
we got everybody back together, and 
it was good. There are a lot of things 
you can do virtually, but it’s good 
when you have everybody back.

“When you have everybody face-
to-face, it’s easier to watch video and 
to communicate with one another. 
We meet at the National Football 
Foundation. They’re great hosts. 
They do so much for the game, and 
we appreciate them.”

Shaw has been coordinator of the 
CFO, founded in 2008 by the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Association 

and Collegiate Commissioners Asso-
ciation, since 2020. 

The conference coordinators, 
Shaw, and Dr. Jon Steinbrecher, 
commissioner of the Mid-American 
Conference who also serves as chair-
man of the CFO board of managers, 
discussed how the recently conclud-
ed 2021 season had gone in terms of 
officiating, a process which included 
speaking about any rule changes the 
various conferences had proposed. 

“Our game is such a national game 
now, the CFO’s goal is to ensure all 
our conferences are working togeth-
er from the standpoint of the same 
rule interpretations, same [officiat-
ing] mechanics, same philosophies,” 
Shaw said. “The game can’t look dif-
ferent in one conference versus an-
other.” 

It was a productive several days 
for everyone involved. 

“We’re hopeful as we look toward 
our spring clinics and developmen-
tal clinics to get back to a face-to-
face world. Obviously, COVID will 
dictate that,” Shaw said. “But right 
now from a planning perspective, 
we’re really going back to face-to-
face clinics and that sort of thing, be-
ing smart and making sure that the 
COVID world is going to cooperate. 
Our hope is to get beyond the pan-
demic.

“There were a lot of bad things 
from the pandemic, but there was 
some great learning around what all 
you can do in a virtual world with 

By Grace Reyes
Irving—The Irving Las Colinas 
Chamber of Commerce hosted the 
annual State of the City address at 
the Irving Convention Center on 
Tuesday, Jan. 25. It has been two 
years since Irving has presented 
their State of the City address in-per-
son, but they came back strong with 
their theme “Overcoming. Advanc-
ing. Achieving.”

Suzanne Grishman, executive 
director of Mercury One, sat down 
with Mayor Rick Stopfer to discuss 
the challenges Irving faced last year.

“Even though [the February 2021 
freeze] was a major challenge for 
us, it brought us all closer together,” 
Stopfer said. “It was a time when I 
felt comfortable that we were going 
to survive as a city. Everyone stepped 
up, whether it was our residents, our 
nonprofits, our houses of worship, 
and our businesses.”

One of City Council’s many goals 
to help the community grow is focus 
on economy.

“When we saw people staying at 
home and working from home, or 
our business in our corporate com-
munity, were looking at how they 

Mayor Stopfer presents
State of the City Address

can expand how they could grow 
and how they could move forward,” 
Stopfer said. “So having a reputation 
as the headquarters of headquarters 
paid off well across the country, as 
we had site selectors coming from 
East Coast, West Coast in the central 
states.”

Some of the highlights of econom-
ic growth included the following: 
new Starbucks locations, Chef Gor-
don Ramsey moving his restaurant 
headquarters and test kitchens to 
Irving, a 76-unit mixed income af-

fordable housing project, and Louis 
Vuitton expanding in Irving with a 
new building, which will employ al-
most 1,500 people.

The city of Irving maintained fi-
nancial stability and a triple A bond 
rating.

“We’re about seeing how we can 
best utilize your dollars, not only for 
today, but for the future,” Stopfer 
said. “The triple A bond rating for 
our city is uniquely different than 

Ava Henry leaps across the Irving Arts Center’s stage during the Youth America Grand Prix. Article on Page 6. 
More photographs at www.ramblernewspapers.com /Photo by John Starkey.
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Life Tributes

shop at Irving Community Hospital.  
She was an avid bridge player all her 
life, and spent several years as a leader 
with the youth program at their church 
of over 60 years, Plymouth Park Unit-
ed Methodist Church.  Her service will 
be held at the church on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5, 2022, starting at 10:00 AM.  
Visitation will be the day prior, Friday, 
February 4, 2022 at Brown Memorial 
Home from 5:00 PM to 7:00 PM.  She 
will be buried with her husband at the 
DFW National Cemetery on February 
28, 2022 at 10:15 AM.  In lieu of flow-
ers, please give to the organization of 
your choice.

Nancy Jo Steele Rubeck was born 
January 16, 1933 in Steele, AR.  At 
the age of two her family moved to 
Springdale, AR where she grew up 
and attended school.  She went to Ste-
phens College in Missouri for one year 
and then transferred to the University 
of Arkansas where she met her future 
husband, Arthur Hilgard Rubeck, in 
the registration line.  She also became 
an active member of the Kappa Kappa 
Gamma sorority.  Nancy and Art mar-
ried on June 12, 1955 and were mar-
ried for 60 years, 11 months when he 
passed away in 2016.  She is survived 
by her daughter, Janet RubeckShin-
gleton and partner Rachel Johansen; 
her son, Thomas Steele Rubeck and 
husband Juan Vega;sister, Marjorie 
Steele Brooks of Springdale, AR; and 
sister-in-law, Charlotte Steele of Fay-
etteville, AR.  She has two grandsons, 
Robert Shingleton and wife Stephanie 
Gambino of Seattle, Washington, and 
Blake Shingleton of Lake Summerset, 
IL. Nancy was involved in several ac-
tivities including demonstrating Po-
laroid cameras when they first came 
out.  She went to work for Love Field 
National Bank where, in 1980, she 
was held at gunpoint in the largest 
bank robbery at that time.  She was a 
Girl Scout leader, drove for Meals on 
Wheels, and volunteered in the gift 

Nancy Jo Steele Rubeck

Dorothy Cate Baker, 96, a long-time 
resident and Irving’s first female high 
school administrator, died Friday, Jan-
uary 14, 2022 at her home.  Born De-
cember 7, 1925 in McKinney, Texas, 
she was the daughter of the late Homer 
Perry Cate and May Esther Vermillion 
Cate.  She received her master’s de-
gree in Education from the University 
of North Texas and during World War 
II she worked for the U S Government 
as a bomb inspector.  Dorothy married 
Luther Matthew Baker August 9, 1947 
in Denton.  She taught school at sev-
eral districts beginning in 1946.  She 
taught in Irving from 1955-1957 and 
1969-86.  She was appointed “Dean 
of Women” at Irving High School, 
later to be named Vice-Principal, 
from 1972-1980, and retired from W 
T. Hanes Elementary School as prin-
cipal 1980-1986.  She was a member 
of First Baptist Church of Irving from 
1952 until her death. Preceded in death 
by her husband Luther Matthew Baker 
in 1995, she is survived by her three 
children, Robert M. Baker and wife 
Maria of Lakeway, Texas, Gay Ann 
Holloway and husband Guy of Rich-
mond, Virginia, and Carol J. Baker 
of Irving; a sister, Mildred Parker of 
Oklahoma City; two sisters-in-law, 
Foy Jean Cate of Pilot Grove, Texas 
and Dietlinde Cate of Van Alstyne, 
Texas; three granddaughters, Kathryn 
and husband Chris, Rachel, and Re-
becca and husband John; and a total 
of six beautiful great-granddaughters: 
Emma, Virginia, Cora, Norah, Sarah, 
and Alice.  The family wishes to thank 
the staff members of Comfort Hospice 
for their professionalism and kindness 
in helping to care for Dorothy for the 
last 18 months, as well as special care-
giver Anne Kahere of Visiting Angels.  
Visitation was Monday, January 17 at 
First Baptist Church. The funeral was 

Dorothy Cate Baker

at 10:30 a.m. in the church chapel.  
Burial was at the Haven of Memories 
Memorial Park in Canton, Texas.  In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be 
made to the Billy Graham Evangelis-
tic Ministry or Texas Baptist Men’s 
Disaster Relief Fund.

By Arden Terry
Irving—Irving High School hosted 
a seminar dedicated to educating 
parents about the dangers of human 
trafficking and how to protect their 
teenagers. The event took place in-
side the high school’s cafeteria on 
Thursday, Jan. 27, and it was well 
attended by parents and students. 

Sofia Galvan, the director of At 
Risk and Responsive Units in the Ir-
ving ISD, organized the event.

“January is Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month,” Galvan said. “I 
thought it was important to bring 
the topic to parents, especially since 
it’s happening in Irving.”

Galvan explained human traffick-
ing is a major issue in Irving.

“I meet with the Irving Police De-
partment, and they tell us it is hap-
pening in Irving,” Galvan said. “I see 
it on the news, and we’ve had a few 
cases of it in the past. We know some 
of our students have been victims.

“The parents are extremely en-
gaged, and I am happy to see they 
even brought their children. It is 
good that children that age are lis-
tening to this as well, because the 
target age for traffickers to recruit 
kids is twelve. I’m glad to see our 
students are here as well.

“I know our parents need more 

education on these types of topics. 
This is something we don’t want to 
hear because of how scary it is. But 
the more we know, the more we can 
keep our students safe.”

Brittany McGowan, a national 
training specialist from the Dallas 
Children’s Advocacy Center, was the 
event speaker. 

“We wanted to bring awareness 
of child abuse and different topics 
when it comes to child abuse and 
treatment; when it comes to human 
trafficking and all the allegations of 
child abuse and how we can prevent 
it,” McGowan said. “We thought it 
would be a great opportunity to pro-
vide information and awareness to 

our families in Irving ISD. We are 
starting to see a lot of commercials 
or things that are in our media when 
it comes to awareness of trafficking, 
especially during the pandemic. We 
wanted to make sure our families 
knew what it would look like if they 
ever came across it.”

“I learned a lot from the seminar,” 
Jeffery Dorman, principal of Irving 
High School, said. “It’s essential we 
put measures in place to protect our 
kids and inform our parents and the 
community as relates to human traf-
ficking and all of the things that are 
associated with it.”

High school hosts seminar on human trafficking

DEATH NOTICES
Brown's Memorial Funeral Home

972.254.4242
Berice Davis
 June 30,1931 ~ Jan 29, 2022
Emmel Frelen Davidson
 Feb 16, 1941 ~ Jan 26, 2022
Stephen William Schuster V
 June 20, 1975 ~ Jan 26, 2022

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313
Cleoan W. Collins
 Oct 10, 1921 ~ Jan 16, 2022
Margaret Thornton
 Aug 19, 1944 ~ Jan 26, 2022
John Paslay
 July 7, 1946 ~ Jan 27, 2022
Tamera Barrow
 June 8, 1965 ~ Jan 28, 2022
JoAnn Horn
 July 6, 1931 ~ Jan 29, 2022

By Claire Stanley
Grand Prairie—The Grand Prairie 
Chamber of Commerce presented 
its 2021-2022 Community Awards 
show online on Thursday, Jan. 27. 

Featuring skits from outgoing 
chairperson Mia Fuller and incom-
ing chairperson Martin Caballero, 
the event’s theme was based on the 
movie ‘Forrest Gump.’ 

“We take care of each other in 
Grand Prairie,” Mayor Ron Jensen 
said. “The Grand Prairie Chamber 
of Commerce is a huge part of that. 
The chamber and its members form 
a family that watches out for each 
other.” 

“We saw so much growth in our 
community,” Mia Fuller, board 

chairperson for the Grand Prairie 
Chamber, said. “We celebrated so 
many groundbreakings, ribbon cut-
tings, and milestones for our mem-
bers, even through a pandemic. We 
learned how to shift to hybrid events, 
half online and half in person. We all 
adapted, and it made 2021 a very 
special year.

“We have such a diverse city, and 
I am grateful to those who believe in 
our chamber and our community.” 

“We have such an amazing team 
at the Chamber of Commerce,” Mar-
tin Caballero said. “Being part of the 
chamber has helped my young busi-
ness grow. It is my goal to help the 
chamber grow, and I am excited to 

Chamber of Commerce presents awards

There is plenty of slang associat-
ed with the sport, which is a fixture 
when tailgating at sporting events 
and as a great way for family and 
friends to get together, enjoy adult 
beverages, and have fun while en-
gaging in some friendly competition. 

An ace, which earns one point, is 
when a toss lands anywhere on the 
board. An airmail is when a compet-
itor lands a perfect toss directly in-
side the hole for three points. A can-
dy corn or sally is when a toss fails to 
reach the board. 

Besides having catchy slang, an-
other cool aspect of TCL Ryder Cup 
are the great team names like Holes 
R Us, a nod to the defunct Toys R Us 
brand; the Cleburne Yellow Jack-
ets, the Texas Militia, and the Wise 
County Bandits. 

Bridgeport resident Danny Gon-
zalez has only been throwing bags 
for six months with the Bandits and 
this was his first major TCL event. 
He was blown away with the entire 
experience.  

“It’s [great] being around people 
you know from your hometown. We 
all play together,” Gonzalez said. 
“I’ve never been to an event this big. 
It’s huge. After COVID, this is some-
thing that really took off.”

The 2022 tournament was the 
first Ryder Cup held at the Irving 
Convention Center, a venue which 
TCL has staged other events at be-
fore. 

“One, it’s an outstanding venue. 
The architecture’s amazing,” Ja-
cobson said. “The staff is great. The 
uniqueness of all the hotels and 
restaurants there [is great].

“It’s centrally located. It’s one of 

those places that I’ve always driven 
by and thought it would be amaz-
ing to have an event there. We just 
weren’t big enough [then]. Now that 
we are, we’ve done a couple events 
there and absolutely love it. It’s 
quickly become our favorite place to 
go.”

TCL’s origins as an organization 
date back to 2009 when Jacobson 
and others wanted to help grow the 
sport. 

“It started really as a group of peo-
ple who wanted to get together and 
throw bags. Not a lot of people knew 
about cornhole,” Jacobson said. 

“We’ve progressed and grown. We 
now have over 40 different regions 
spread out over Texas, Louisiana, 
Oklahoma, and New Mexico.

“We host these four major tour-
naments along with Ryder Cup and 
our league championship. We’ll have 
over 600 regional tournaments host-
ed by our regional directors through-
out the year. It’s really become this 
cool fraternity of players.”

Even though the sport has been 
broadcast on ESPN for several years, 
some still consider cornhole a niche 
sport outside of the mainstream. 

However, its legion of compet-

itors are not concerned about the 
sport’s perception. Instead, they are 
focused on getting together to have 
fun, throw bags, maybe win a trophy 
or prize money, and help grow the 
sport, one where every competitor is 
part of a family.  

“Everybody’s been really encour-
aging. That’s what I like,” Gonza-
lez said. “It’s still very competitive 
though. There’s a lot of families. The 
guy who runs Wise County Bandits, 
it’s him, his wife, his mom and then 
he’s got his little boy and girl. The 
little boy, he’s probably 12 and he’s 
better than everybody.”

CORNHOLE
Continued from Page 1

most other cities because of our 
makeup. Usually in order to be a 
triple A bond, at least 50 percent of 
your tax base is residential. We don’t 
[have that] 72 percent plus of ours is 
commercial.”

Some of Irving’s milestones in-
cluded the completion of the Irving 
Archives and Museum, a five-year 
landfill capital improvement plan, 
and completion of $11.8 million in 
parks projects.

Another goal City Council is fo-
cused on is the infrastructures of 
Irving. 

“One of the projects I’m most 
honored to be a part of is something 
that was started long before I was 
involved,” Stopher said. “That is the 
Lake Chapman, Lake Cooper proj-
ect, where the city of Irving worked 

CITY ADDRESS
Continued from Page 1

to build a lake. We have a 90-mile 
pipeline; it brings water to us from 
that lake.

“Ralph Hall was just permitted, 
and we entered into agreement 
where we will actually be moving the 
water from Lake Rockfall through 
our pipeline. When we put in the 
oversize pipe, that extra capacity is 
being used, we will be reimbursed 
for it.”

Other infrastructure projects in-
clude: completion of seven water 
and wastewater projects, a total of 
$9.6 million spent on the Road to 
the Future projects, and completion 
of $30 million in drainage projects. 

Mayor Stopfer presented the Cor-
porate Award of Excellence to Fran 
Mathers.

“[Fran] has done an outstand-

ing job, working day in, day out, to 
develop a restaurant we can all be 
proud of,” Stopfer said. “Fran put to-
gether a scholarship for the families 
of our police officers. Each year she 
puts together a fundraiser and has 
given hundreds of thousands of dol-

lars back to our police officer’s kids 
in our community.”

Mathers’ employees were paid 
during the pandemic while the 
restaurant was closed, according to 
Stopfer.

bring energy to our board and all the 
businesses involved in the chamber.”

The following awards were pre-
sented during the event: 

The Chamber Wonder Woman 
Award was given to Gaby de Briones. 

The Chamber Superman Award 
was given to Alex Cano.

The Director of Year was given to 
Barry Sanders. 

The Chairman’s Award was given 
to Buddy Bridges. 

Ambassador of the Year was given 
to Barry Sanders. 

Volunteer of the Year was given to 
“Grand Prairie at a Glance” Charles 
Luckett. 

The Member of the Year Award 

was given to Prudence Mathis. 
The Chamber Business of the Year 

was given to the Grand Prairie Inde-
pendent School District. 

Small Business of the Year was 
given to Dr. Janelle Bicknell, DDS. 

Non-Profit of the Year was given 
to Lifeline for Families. 

Corporation of the Year was given 
to Asia Time Square. 

The Public Service Award was giv-
en to Officer Takesha Dye. 

The Man of the Year Award was 
given to Officer Marc Taddonio. 

The Woman of the Year Award 
was given to Amy Sprinkles. 

The Citizen of the Year Award was 
given to Dr. Amber Townsend. 

Fran Mathers receives the Corporate Award of Excellence surrounded by family and friends. 
/Photo by Grace Reyes.

TCL athletes wait for their turn to compete in the tournament.  /Photo by Stephen Hunt.



Page 3Rambler Newspapers972-870-1992  February 5, 2022

Irving

EMPLOYMENT

(972) 870-1992 
legals@ramblernewspapers.netCLASSIFIEDS

LEGAL

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS –PROPOSED COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 
AMENDMENT AND ZONING CHANGES

CITY OF IRVING CITY COUNCIL

Public hearings are held to consider applications for amendments to the Comprehen-
sive Plan Future Land Use Map and the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance and the 
Official Zoning Map of the City of Irving, Texas for the properties described herein:

LOCATION, DATES & TIMES OF PUBLIC HEARINGS: City Council Chambers of 
City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas:

City Council: Thursday, February 24, 2022, 7:00 pm

ZC21-0062: Located at 250 W. Holland Dr., approx. 0.32 acres. Robert Fitzgerald, 
owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from R-6 “Single Fami-
ly Residential” to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site Plan – Single Family Residential” with 
a variance to permit a detached garage to be less than 10 feet from another structure, 
a variance to permit a garage door to be less than 25 feet from the property line, and 
a variance to permit a detached accessory building in excess of 10 feet in height to 
be less than 8 feet from a property line.

CP22-0001 AND ZC21-0070: Located at 2430 and 2450 Valley View Lane, approx. 
8.51 acres. MASWA Ltd. and Whiddon Family LD, PS, owners/applicants. The ap-
plicantsare requesting an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use 
Map from “Business District” and “Commercial Corridor” to “Industrial”, and a zoning 
change from C-C “Community Commercial”, S-P-2 (C-C) “Generalized Site Plan – 
Community Commercial” and Parking Lot, StateHighway 183 Overlay District, and 
State Highway 161 Overlay District to S-P-2 (ML-20) “Generalized Site Plan – Light 
Industrial” and State Highway 161 Overlay Districtto allow warehouse and industrial 
uses with a variance to the maximum surplus parking.

ZC21-0073: Located at 1614 Truman Ln., approx. 6,000 square feet. Wonda Pham, 
owner/applicant. The applicant is requesting a zoning change from R-6 “Single Fam-
ily Residential” to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized Site Plan – Single Family Residential” 
with a variance to the maximum allowed impervious surface and maximum driveway 
width.

ZC21-0077: Located at 902 N. Britain Rd., approx. 0.654 acres. Guido DFW Estate 
Investments, LLC, owner. Guido Homes, applicant. The applicant is requesting a 
zoning change from C-N “Neighborhood Commercial” to S-P-2 (R-6) “Generalized 
Site Plan – Single Family Residential” to allow single family residential uses and a 
variance to a minimum lot width requirement.

ZC21-0078: Located at 3300 Century Circle, approx. 11.335 acres. McCormick & 
Company, Inc., owner/applicant. The Haskell Company, Inc., agent. The applicant 
is requesting a zoning change from C-W “Commercial Warehouse”, S-P-2 (C-W) 
“Generalized Site Plan – Commercial Warehouse” Including Food Processing, and 
S-P-1 (C-W) “Detailed Site Plan – Commercial Warehouse” for Manufacturing Plant 
and Food Processing to S-P-2 (ML-20) “Generalized Site Plan – Light Industrial” to 
allow manufacturing and warehouse uses with exceptions to the building setbacks.

ZC21-0079: Located at 1015 W. Airport Freeway, Suite 101, approx. 5.6 acres. 183 
Macarthur, LLC, owner. Autos of Dallas, applicant. The applicant is requesting a zon-
ing change from C-OU-2 “Commercial Outdoor 2” and State Highway 183 Overlay 
District to S-P-2 (C-OU-2) “Generalized Site Plan – Commercial Outdoor 2” and State 
Highway 183 Overlay District to allow used auto sales as a primary use. 

ZC21-0081: Located at 2845 W. Airport Freeway, approx. 1.49 acres. JMR Proper-
ties, owner. Smith Holdings, applicant. JDJR Engineers & Consultants, agent. The 
applicant is requesting a zoning change from C-C “Community Commercial” and 
S-P-1 (R-AB) “Detailed Site Plan –Restaurant with the Attendant Accessory Use of 
the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages for On-Premises Consumption” to S-P-1 (C-C) “De-
tailed Site Plan – Community Commercial” allow for retail uses and motorcycle sales 
and service including outdoor display.

ZC21-0082: Located at 1701 N. Belt Line Road, approx. 1.504 acres. Ochoa Cor-
ral Realty, LLC, owner. MA Engineering & Construction, applicant. The applicant is 
requesting a zoning change from C-C “Community Commercial” and S-P-2 (C-C) 
“Generalized Site Plan – Community Commercial” to S-P-1 (C-C) “Detailed Site Plan 
– Community Commercial” and Automated Car Wash to allow a car wash with excep-
tions to the required setbacks.

The public may attend the public hearings in person and express their opinions. 
Responses for the record may be submitted to: City of Irving Planning Dept., 825 W. 
Irving Blvd., Irving, TX 75060. The applications are on file for review in the Planning 
Dept. during normal business hours. For more information, please call 972-721-2424 
or email planning@cityofirving.org. This facility is wheelchair accessible. Accessible 
parking spaces are available. Requests for interpretation services or assistive hear-
ing devices must be made 48 hours prior to the meeting. Contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at 972-721-2493 for assistance.

Financial Planning, Analysis, and Treasury Management Analyst: Perform indepen-
dent quantitative and qualitative analyses, research, and forecasting on economic 
and financial trends for the company’s operations and investment programs. Req 
Bachelor’s or foreign equiv. degree in Fin., Fin. Mngt., or a rltd field and 2yrs exp. For 
full job description & requirements, and to apply, visit: https://bit.ly/3kGVqGY. Position 
at Maxitransfers, LLC. In Irving, TX.

Infolob Solutions, Inc. has multiple openings at multiple levels for the following 
positions: 
 
Master’s only/equiv.: Technical Sales Engineer (ITSE21): Provide technical sup-
port for sales presentations and conduct sales enablement programs for inside sales 
teams. Oracle DBA IV (IODIV21): Installation, configuration and maintenance of 
Oracle RAC and stand by databases. DevOps Engineer I (IDE21): Administration, 
maintenance and support of Servers. Cassandra DBA (ICD21): Responsible for 
Cassandra installation, backup, restore and health monitoring.
Master’s+2yrs/Bachelor’s+5yrs exp/equiv.: Solutions Architect (ISA21): Oracle, 
SQL Server, Hyperion, OBIEE, Python, Shell Scripting. Oracle DBA V (IODV21): Or-
acle, Unix, PL/SQL, Solaris, Toad, Data Guard and Data Warehousing. 
Mail resume with job ID # to HR: 1193 W. John Carpenter Freeway, Suite 102, Irving, 
TX 75039. Unanticipated work site locations throughout U.S. Foreign equiv. accepted

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Notice is hereby given that original Letters Testamentary for the Estate of 
JOYCE G. MURPHY, Deceased were issued on the 27th day of January 2022 
under CAUSE NO. PR-21-04561-2.

Claims may be presented in care of the attorney for the Estate addressed 
as follows:

Representative, John Thomas Murphy and Sharon Ann Murphy
Estate of JOYCE G. MURPHY, Deceased

c/o Craig Laird
Attorney at Law

2629 East Grauwyler Road
Irving, Texas 75061

All persons having claims against this Estate which is currently being ad-
ministered are required to present them within the time and in the manner 
prescribed by law. 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Austin—Stopping the fraudulent 
production and use of temporary 
tags is the top priority of the Tex-
as Department of Motor Vehicles 
(TxDMV). Addressing this serious 
issue requires the ongoing collabo-
ration of law enforcement, TxDMV 
staff, and state and local leadership.

Criminals are obtaining vehicle 
dealer licenses to fraudulently issue 
temporary tags to vehicles used in 
illegal activities in Texas and across 
the country. Some use the fraudu-
lent tags themselves, while others 
sell tags through social media or 
in-person deals.

TxDMV is pursuing initiatives on 
multiple fronts to combat this ille-
gal behavior. The most significant 
of which is the continuing consid-
eration and adoption of administra-
tive rules necessary to implement 
the provisions of House Bill 3927, 
passed during the 87th Regular Leg-
islative Session. The bill provides 
the authority for TxDMV to limit the 
number of temporary tags available 
to licensed dealers and terminate 
access to temporary tags when the 
department identifies licensed deal-
ers are involved in fraudulent activi-
ties. The TxDMV Board will consider 
these rules for immediate adoption 
at its upcoming special meeting on 
Jan. 27.

As part of regular department op-
erations, TxDMV works closely with 
local, state, and federal law enforce-
ment to stop criminal activity relat-
ed to temporary tags. Collaboration 
with the Texas Department of Public 
Safety and the Montgomery Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office recently resulted 
in numerous arrests in Montgom-
ery County. The department is also 
working with local law enforcement 
to embed TxDMV investigators in 

operations around the state to help 
identify the illegal sale and use of 
temporary tags as part of criminal 
investigations. TxDMV welcomes 
any opportunity to work with law 
enforcement at all levels of govern-
ment across the state as they pursue 
investigations into motor vehicle 
crimes.

“The Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles is grateful for the ongoing 
cooperation and engagement of law 
enforcement agencies across the 
state to combat the fraudulent use of 
temporary tags,” TxDMV executive 
director Whitney Brewster said. “My 
staff and I are committed to working 
with law enforcement in every way 
we can to end this illegal activity.”

Beginning in calendar year 2021, 
TxDMV dealer licensing and en-
forcement staff began reviewing 
licensing application records to 
verify existing licensed dealers and 
refer specific concerns to local law 
enforcement for potential criminal 
investigations. TxDMV staff is also 
able to use the information collected 
from these reviews to take admin-
istrative action to reduce access to 
temporary tag systems when appro-
priate and allowed by law.

Many of these joint law enforce-
ment operations are funded by the 
Motor Vehicle Crime Prevention Au-
thority (MVCPA), a division of TxD-
MV governed by a separate board. 
MVCPA awards grants to empower 
local law enforcement agencies and 
multi-agency taskforces to combat 
and prevent motor vehicle crimes. 
MVCPA taskforces work in local 
communities to stop criminal activi-
ties and educate citizens on automo-
tive crime prevention.

SOURCE Texas Department of Motor 
Vehicles 

Computer Job fair, Irving , TX 75063: Seeking experienced IT professionals 
with state of the art computer skills. Visit us on 02/11/2022 from 9:00 AM to 
11:00 Am at Platinum Infosys Inc, 5005 W Royal Ln, Suite 212, Irving, TX - 75063.

EMPLOYMENT

TxDMV focuses on 
temporary tags

Sr. Software Developers: Analyze, Design, Develop, Test & Implement Specialized 
Apps in Java, .Net, DW, SAS, Big Data, Hadoop, WebSphere, Oracle. Req:  Masters 
or Forgn Equi. in CS, Engg (Any)/ Busi Admn/ IT rel and 2yrs exp OR Bachelors or 
Forgn Equi. in CS/Engg (Any)/ Busi Admn/ IT rel and 5 yrs post bachelors prog exp. 
Travel.F/T. Loc: Irving, TX. Mail resumes to: HR, United IT Solutions, Inc,1212 Cor-
porate Drive, Suite# 555, Irving, TX- 75038.

PUBLIC NOTICE - STATEMENT FOR ADA COMPLIANCE AND OPEN CARRY 
LEGISLATION
The City of Coppell acknowledges its responsibility to comply with the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. Thus, in order to assist individuals with disabilities 
who require special services (i.e. sign interpretative services, alternative audio/
visual devices, and amanuenses) for participation in or access to the City of Cop-
pell sponsored public programs, services, and/or meetings, the City requests that 
individuals make requests for these services seventy-two (72) hours – three (3) 
business days ahead of the scheduled program, service, and/or meeting. To make 
arrangements, contact Kori Allen, ADA Coordinator, or another designated official 
at (972) 462-0022, or (TDD 1-800-RELAY, TX 1-800-735-2989).

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
The Planning & Zoning Commission of the City of Coppell will hold a public hearing 
on Thursday, the 17th day of February, 2022, at 6:30 p.m., for consideration of 
the Stringfellow Addition, Lots 2A, 2B and 3A, Block A, Replat, being a Replat 
of Lots 2 and 3, Block A, to create a total of three residential lots and associated 
easements on 0.936 acres of land located in the southwest quadrant
of Sandy Lake Road and S. Moore Road at the request of Atwells Home Investors, 
LLC and Renovating Texas, LLC., being represented by Burns Surveying.
All interested citizens of the City of Coppell and other parties of interest are invited 
to attend this public hearing and participate in the same. Those wishing to ex-
press his or her opinion concerning this request may do so by attending this public 
hearing in person at 255 Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX, during the scheduled 
Planning & Zoning Commission meeting, by letter addressed to the City of Coppell 
Planning Department, 265 Parkway Boulevard, Coppell, TX 75019, by calling the 
Planning Department at 972-304-3678, or email at planning@coppelltx.gov. This 
meeting will also be live streamed on the city’s website at www.coppelltx.gov.

Coppell

LEGAL

SNP Transformations, Inc. seek an SAP Transformation Consultant to develop and 
deliver innovative solutions to consulting clients in various areas of technology in 
such areas as IT strategy, engineering services, data migration, and integration. 
Gather financial business requirements, functional requirements, and data specifi-
cations in connection with all phases of project preparation and business strategy 
development. Perform SAP finance application transformations related to mergers 
and acquisitions, divestitures, and system landscape optimization initiatives. Prepare 
and analyze legacy data to optimize business processes, including creating project 
blueprint documentation, preparing user acceptance test documents, and prepar-
ing integration test plans and scripts. Serve as a finance and controlling module 
business consultant and implement data migration. Support defect management 
and collaborate with customers for defect resolution. Position requires a Bachelor’s 
degree in Computer Science, Engineering, Information Technology, Business Admin-
istration or a related field, and 3 years of experience with continuous debugging and 
maintaining test reports to improve system capabilities. Experience must include a 
minimum of: 3 years of experience with designing and executing User Acceptance 
Testing on new functionality; 3 years of experience with end-to-end SAP implemen-
tation; 3 years of experience with ABAP coding and debugging; 3 years of SAP Data 
Migration Experience including data Migration of historical SAP Data; and 2 years of 
experience communicating and interfacing with customers and partners. Employer 
will permit telecommuting from various, unanticipated locations in the United States. 
Equal Opportunity Employer: SNP Transformations Inc. provides equal employment 
opportunities to all qualified applicants and employees without regards to race, col-
or, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, national origin, age, protected 
veteran status, or disability status. Job Location: Irving, TX. Employer will permit 
telecommuting from various, unanticipated locations in the United States. To apply, 
please visit 

https://snptransformationsinc.applytojob.com/apply/HXRc6Rt2OW/SAP-Transfor-
mation-Consultant

Sr. QA Analyst I; Tekvivid, Inc. -  Jobs loc in Farmers Branch, TX & var unanticp 
locs t/o U.S. Rev, eval, & test clnt/srvr & web apps. Gath & eval user reqs & prcdrs. 
Automate test cases & test plans for funct & regessn testing of apps. Devel & direct 
s/ware syst testing & validation prcdrs, prgammng, & documentation. Trav/relo to var 
unanticp locs t/o U.S. for l/t & s/t assigns at clnt sites. Reqs Master’s or frgn equivt in 
Comp Sci, Engng (any), or rel. Mail res w/ cvr letter to Tekvivid, Inc., 2665 Villa Creek 
Dr, Ste 102A, Farmers Branch, Texas 75234; Job 21TDI02; EOE

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for RFP #186 City of Coppell Citizen Survey. 
Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Proposals can be submitted 
until 10:00 a.m. CST Tuesday, February 15, 2022, at the Procurement Services 
Office at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Pro-
posal meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 10:00 a.m. 
CST, Tuesday, February 8, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Cop-
pell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Proposal meeting – Tuesday, February 8, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_81OmwHNsT3CGS5lMj_SHqw

RFP Open – Tuesday, February 15, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_d4NcrXHyTRS7fgtigrUiYA

FOOTBALL
Continued from Page 1

other thing is to improve yourself, 
watch video. There’s so much video 
available today from an officiating 
perspective, other people working 
games. Video is the best way to im-
prove.”

Shaw said the CFO will continue 
to monitor the latest developments 
in the pandemic and adjust its spring 
schedule, which includes clinics for 
its members, accordingly. 

However, he remains proud of 
how the organization and its mem-
bers responded positively to the pan-
demic. 

“We had a high percentage of our 
officials get fully vaccinated. There 
was a huge incentive to do that, be-
cause once you were fully vaccinat-
ed, you didn’t have to do the weekly 
tests,” Shaw said. “We’re going to 
continue to watch the environment 
and see where we go. The last thing 
we want to do is do something that 
wouldn’t be appropriate and put our 
officials at risk of getting COVID or 
whatever.”

crews together and that sort of thing. 
We’ll hopefully take the best of what 
we’ve learned in this virtual world 
and marry it up with face-to-face 
clinics, camps, and meetings. The 
goal will be to come out better on the 
back end for all of this.”

One subject discussed during the 
meeting was the CFO continuing to 
attract new faces to officiating. Shaw 
even offered some sage advice to any 
current officials who aspire to one 
day call games at the collegiate level. 

“The first thing I would tell them 
is go find a mentor,” Shaw said. 
“Find somebody that’s working col-
lege football where you want to work 
and link with them. That mentor can 
help them navigate what camps and 
clinics to go to, [figure out] how you 
get yourself noticed.

“It’s probably harder to go from a 
high school official to a college offi-
cial at any level, because there are so 
many high school officials that want 
to do that. Getting your name, your 
brand, out there is one of the hardest 
things to do. 

“There are so many camps and 
clinics available to show you where 
to learn and develop yourself. The 

Irving—Irving ISD will be repre-
sented by 40 students at the 2022 
DECA State Competition. DECA, 
short for Distributive Education 
Clubs of America, prepares high 
school students for careers in mar-
keting, finance, hospitality and man-
agement. 

Students who qualify for the state 
competition participate in an evalu-
ation process based on their career 
cluster. The process involves a writ-
ten assessment and an interactive 
portion judged by industry profes-
sionals. Students who win at the 
state level advance to nationals.

The following Irving ISD students 
have qualified to compete at state in 
February:

MacArthur High School
Abrar Elsemeih, Tryston Gamba-

ro, Alexandra Garcia, Gabriela Gar-

Students qualify for 
state competition

cia, Juan Garcia, Jennifer Guevara, 
Sofia Hurtado, Stephanie Lomeli, 
Kalinda Nguyen, Marissa Riley, Na-
beel Salman, Emmanuel Siangu, Va-
leria Hernandez Vidales

Irving High School
Erick Contreras, Dania Cruz, 

Selvin Guerra, Angel Juarez, Ruby 
Martinez, William Molina.

Nimitz High School
Magaly Almaraz, Daniela Angeles, 

Sebastian Benitez, Dennis Bonilla, 
Azel Canelo, Samantha Cruz, Jo-
seph Delcid, Genesis Deleon, Isaac 
Deleon, Braden Dix, Jada Gardner, 
Daniel Gonzales, Jason Henriquez, 
Julio Marin, Edwin Miranda, Patri-
cia Ramirez, Paola Reynoso, Phim-
machanh Thammavong, Anahi 
Vega, Thomas Vo, Vanessa Zamar-
rippa.

SOURCE Irving ISD
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. An undershirt
2. The flight of a large flock of starlings in a coordinated, 
swooping pattern.
3. “The African Queen”
4. Abraham Lincoln, 1864
5. Chicago
6. Three
7. Kenyan shilling
8. An eighth of a mile
9. The Volga
10. Keratin

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

A Veteran Comes 
in From the Cold

The dormitory veterans had made 
their way down to the railroad tracks 
in the woods, battling buffeting 
winds and sleet. There, it was ru-
mored, they’d find a young homeless 
veteran living in a tent.

The rumor was true. The veteran 
was given a choice: accept a basket 
of food and dry socks or come back 
to town and warm up until the snow 
stopped.

He accepted the offer of warmth 
and came back to the coffee shop to 
wait out the storm. Sarge watched 
as he was escorted in, parked at the 
counter and given hot coffee and 
sandwiches.

“Son,” he said to the new arrival, 
“Did I see you limping?”

“Yes, sir, probably.”
“Let’s pull off those boots and take 

a look.”
Turned out the veteran had a case 

* Leona Woods was the only wom-
an physicist on the team that built 
the world’s first nuclear reactor as 
part of the Manhattan Project. She 
became a mother during the project, 
but hid her pregnancy as not to miss 
work. Afterward, as a professor, she 
authored more than 200 papers in 
physics and astrophysics.

* A 10-second French kiss spreads 
around 80 million bacteria between 
the two smoochers.

* Director Michael Bay (“Trans-
formers”) traced his interest in ac-
tion films to when he attached fire-
crackers to a toy train and filmed 
the ensuing fiery disaster with his 
mother’s 8 mm camera. The fire de-
partment was called, and Bay was 
grounded.

* The African country of Zambia 
entered the Space Race in the 1960s 
with a plan to visit Mars and convert 
aliens to Christianity. The plan un-
raveled when one of the “Afronauts” 

got pregnant, another pulled out to 
join a local dance group and a third 
went missing.

* Sharks can grow up to 50,000 
teeth in their lifetime.

* Libyan revolutionary Moammar 
Gadhafi had a serious obsession with 
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, 
showering her with over $200,000 
in gifts and having a famous local 
composer write a song for her called 
“Black Flower in the White House.”

* Ever notice that the word “pho-
netic” is not phonetic?

* As if job interviews weren’t 
stressful enough, some notably 
head-scratching questions asked by 
employers include “If Germans were 
the tallest people in the world, how 
would you prove it?” (Hewlett-Pack-
ard), “Why is a tennis ball fuzzy?” 
(Xerox), and “Are you exhaling 
warm air?” (Walker Marketing)

***
Thought for the Day: “Few people 

know how to take a walk. The qualifi-
cations are endurance, plain clothes, 
old shoes, an eye for nature, good 
humor, vast curiosity, good speech, 
good silence and nothing too much.” 
-- Ralph Waldo Emerson

of first-stage frostbite across all of 
his toes. Sarge hooked a thumb to-
ward the kitchen, where he warmed 
up a pan of water and had the veter-
an soak his feet.

Meanwhile they talked, the vet-
eran and Sarge. He’d never gone 
home, the veteran said, after get-
ting out. Was certain he wouldn’t be 
welcome, being the first in a large 
family of “damn pacifists” to serve in 
the military. His parents’ home was 
mere miles away, and sometimes he 
crept up to watch them through the 
window, he said, but no, he’d never 
even called them the whole time he 
was away. 

An hour and several sandwich-
es later, the toes looked better and 
Sarge handed the young veteran a 
cellphone.

“I want you to call your mother,” 
he said. 

“I did the unforgivable,” the veter-
an replied, shaking his head. 

“Call. Tell your mother you have 
frostbite on your toes. She’ll know 
exactly what to do.”

The next morning, once the roads 
were plowed, Sarge drove the young 
veteran home, watching from a dis-
tance as 30 exuberant people came 
rushing out, scooped up their way-
ward boy in a hero’s welcome, and 
carried him inside.

Sarge smiled.
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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FUN & GAMES

1. LANGUAGE: In British English, 
what is a singlet?

2. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
murmuration?

3. MOVIES: Which 1951 adven-
ture film features a character named 
Charlie Allnut (played by Humphrey 
Bogart)?

4. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president campaigned for reelection 
with the slogan, “Don’t change hors-
es midstream”?

Administrators of the local senior 
center called it a tailgate party and 
envisioned many dozens of elder-
ly gathered in the parking lot out-
side the center, drinking coffee and 
snacking on doughnuts from the 
bakery. They’d sent out notices and 
emails a week in advance.

No one showed up. Not a single 
senior was to be seen, while cen-
ter management stood on the steps 
wringing their hands and wondering 
why.

The problem, we all know, is that 
the oldest of the senior center man-
agement team is less than half our 
average age, with their assistants 
barely out of college. Degrees galore, 
of course, in gerontology this and 
geriatric that, but framed documents 
hanging on the wall don’t indicate a 
personal knowledge of what all se-
niors know for fact:

We get cold!
Not only do we get cold, but we 

have to be careful. Our circulation 
isn’t what it used to be. We lose body 
heat faster and sometimes don’t 
even know it’s happening. When 
our core temperature drops too low, 
it can damage our liver, kidney and 
heart. Hypothermia is a real risk and 
can be deadly.

It bears repeating that we need to 
beware of the cold. Here’s what you 
can do to stay on top of your own 
body temperature:

-- Don’t skimp on the heat at 
home. Keep the thermostat at 68-70 
F and wear a sweater inside. (If you 
visit an elderly person in the winter, 
go to the thermostat and see what 
the setting is.) If you must save mon-
ey on heating, close off rooms you’re 
not using.

-- Ask someone to install clear 
plastic film insulation on your win-
dows. You’ll be surprised how much 
it cuts down on icy drafts.

-- Keep a blanket or quilt on the 
sofa or recliner, and cover up when 
you sit down.

-- If you have to go out, wear lay-
ers and a good hat, gloves and scarf. 
Don’t let body heat escape out of 
your neckline.

And if your senior center hosts an 
outdoor parking-lot gathering, check 
the weather report.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

* If you store nail polish in the 
fridge, it will dry more quickly and 
last longer.

* “In cold winter months, keep 
your robe (and slippers or whatever 
else) under the covers with you when 
you sleep. Pull it next to or over you 
a few minutes before you get up. 
It’ll be toasty and will help make the 
transition into the cold a little less 
harsh.” -- G.G. in New York

* As tax time draws ever closer, 
try taping a large manila envelope to 

Beware of
the Cold

the fridge, leaving the top open. Im-
mediately place all tax-related forms 
and receipts in the envelope as they 
come in. This way, when you are 
ready to start your taxes, all items 
will be together and easy to find.

* “To help moisten really dry feet, 
slather on lotion, wrap feet in plas-
tic wrap, then slip on some socks 
overnight -- or for as long as you can 
stand it.” -- B.H. in Michigan

* “My no-iron tip: I toss the wrin-
kly garment into the dryer for about 
five to 10 minutes with a damp 
washcloth, and it steams most wrin-
kles out. It won’t look starched and 
pressed, but it’s good enough for ca-
sual wear or running-late mornings. 
I haven’t ironed in years.” -- E.W. in 
Florida

* Don’t forget to clean your wash-
ing machine every so often by run-
ning it on the highest-temperature 
cycle empty after adding a gallon of 
vinegar. This will clean out the hoses 
and get rid of stuck-on detergents.

* To remove soot from your car-
pet, sprinkle it with salt, let sit and 
then vacuum. Repeat as many times 
as necessary to remove all traces.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 

5. HISTORY: Where did the St. 
Valentine’s Day massacre (murder 
of seven gangsters and associates) 
take place?

6. TELEVISION: How many sea-
sons did the original “Star Trek” se-
ries run?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
What is the basic currency used in 
Kenya?

8. MEASUREMENTS: What is a 
furlong?

9. GEOGRAPHY: What is the lon-
gest river in Europe?

10. ANATOMY: What is the basic 
component of hair, skin and nails?

The Irving Fire Department responded to a 2-alarm fire at 2427 Conflans Road on 
Monday, Jan. 3t. At around 1 AM, IFD responded to a structure fire, which then 
spread to a second building. No civilians or first responders were injured. According 
to the IFD, the fire briefly went defensive and the water tower was utilized to knock 
it back down. The cause of the fire is still under investigation. /Photo by John Starkey.

Coppell—The city of Coppell is up-
grading its utility billing system to 
better serve its customers. In early 
February, the city’s current utility 
billing system and online payment 
portal will be replaced with a system 
that is more sophisticated and con-
figurable, reliable and automated, 
and will streamline some aspects of 
the payment process. As part of the 
conversion, the current online pay-
ment portal will be replaced with a 
new platform, the Citizen Self Ser-
vice (CSS) portal. 

While the conversion is under-
way, customers will temporarily be 
unable to pay their water bills online 
or through the secure kiosk outside 
of Coppell Town Center. The kiosk 
and online payment system will be 
disabled from Feb. 1-6. Customers 
will be unable to make payments 
online or through the kiosk until the 
new CSS portal goes live on Feb. 7. 
All payments made via check, phone 
or bank draft during this time will 
be held until processed on Feb. 7. 
The city of Coppell will not charge 
customers late payment penalties 

during this time.  
The Get to Know Your H2O portal 

will also be down on Feb. 4 for main-
tenance related to the upgrade.   

“We know the conversion to the 
new system causes some incon-
venience for our customers,” Kim 
Tiehen, incoming director of the Fi-
nance Department, which includes 
the Utility Billing Division, said. “We 
know that taking down the kiosk and 
online payment system for an ex-
tended period may cause challenges 
for some of our customers, and we 
are more than willing to work with 
you.”

All customers who wish to pay 
utility bills online must register for 
an account on the new platform once 
it goes live on Feb. 7. Registration for 
the new system will not open until 
Feb. 7.

Utility account holders who do not 
wish to pay online are not required 
to register on the CSS portal. All of 
the city’s other utility payment op-
tions remain available to customers. 
However, all utility customers are 
encouraged to register for the new 

portal in order to take advantage of 
the new system’s benefits:

Increased Data security – The 
new system offers increased security 
for utility customers. With restricted 
system access and two factor au-
thentication, the city has taken extra 
steps to ensure private information 
is secure.

Customer Empowerment – The 
CSS portal enables customers to 
maintain your own information and 
preferences. Customers will no lon-
ger need to contact city staff to up-
date utility account contact informa-
tion or billing preferences.

Enhanced Customer Service – 
With updated customer informa-
tion, city staff is better equipped to 
contact customers in case of a leak or 
other emergency.

“We also know that it’s inconve-
nience to have to register for a new 
portal, even if there are benefits 
involved,” Tiehen said. “But we’ve 
made it as easy as possible with lots 
of resources and support options, 
and we’re hoping to ease any frus-
tration by offering customers a dis-

count for registering.” 
To encourage utility customers to 

register for the CSS portal, the city 
of Coppell is offering an incentive: 
register for the new portal by April 
1, and receive a $5 discount on your 
next water bill. This discount will be 
automatically applied to the custom-
er’s next water bill. Customers may 
begin registering on the new portal 
when it goes live on Feb. 7. Custom-
ers must register before April 1 to 
qualify for the discount.

In addition to the $5 discount for 
signing up for the portal, customers 
can also receive a $5 discount for 
enrolling in automatic bank drafts. 
This discount will be automatically 
applied to your next water bill. Cus-
tomers may begin enrolling in bank 
drafts when the system goes live on 
Feb. 7. Customers must enroll before 
April 1 to qualify for the discount.

For more information about the 
Citizen Self Service portal or to learn 
how to register once the portal goes 
live, visit coppelltx.gov/cssportal.  

SOURCE City of Coppell

Coppell to upgrade utility billing system Fire destroys home
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AN IRVING TRADITION AN IRVING TRADITION 
Since 1948*Some restrictions apply

CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*CHILDREN EAT FOR FREE*
w/purchase of an adult entree

LUNCHLUNCHBREAKFASTBREAKFAST DINNERDINNER
100 E Irving Blvd.
Irving TX 75060
972-307-5000
www.Bigstatefountaingrill.com

SPECIAL OFFER ONLY AVAILABLE FOR DINE IN
MONDAY thru SATURDAY

8am - 8pm

Youth America Grand 
Prix dancers compete
Irving—The Youth America Grand 
Prix (YAGP) was held at the Irving 
Convention Arts Center Jan. 27-30. 

YAGP is the world’s largest glob-
al dance competition. It fulfills its 
mission of dance education through 
scholarship auditions, master class-
es, alumni services, and outreach 
activities.

“A lot of people refer to us as sort 
of like the ‘American Idol’ of ballet,” 
YAGP representative Eve Hodgkin-
son said. “We go from city to city, 
over 20 cities in America and about 
10 cities internationally as well, and 
we hold open auditions anyone can 
come to. They can tryout to make 
our finals and be seen by company 
directors, school directors, and they 
can win scholarships to schools and 
job offers to companies. It’s really 
the start of their careers as profes-
sional dancers.”

Over 300 dancers from across the 
country between the ages of 9 to 19 
competed in this year’s competition. 
Andrew Shields, a 16-year-old danc-
er from the Ballet Center of Fort 
Worth, took 1st place in the Senior 
Division.

“[Andrew] is one of the youngest 
seniors,” Enrica Tseng, artistic di-
rector of the Ballet Center of Fort 
Worth, said. “He is only 16, and he 
performed really well. We’re very 
proud of him. We worked very hard 
with him, and he has done a great 
job.

“With that first place win, he is 
qualified for the finals taking place 
this year in Tampa, Florida. When 
they go to the finals, they are ex-
posed to many international schol-
arships to continue their training in 
very prestigious schools. 

“He was already approached here. 
They questioned him and presented 
to him some possibilities that I think 
he has evaluated. We are also eval-
uating to help him to understand 
the part of his future, to make sure 
he will finish a very good training, 
and be in a good place where he can 
jump into a professional career, be-
cause that’s what he wants and that’s 
what we want for him.”

“For most of these kids, this is a 
life changing opportunity,” Hodgk-
inson said. “They wouldn’t have the 
opportunity to be seen by judges or 
company directors from American 
Ballet Theatre, New York City Bal-
let, Paris Opera, all these places. 
Each city we have a different set of 
judges, and then also at our finals in 
Tampa, we fly in judges and school 

directors from all over the world. 
Many of these kids will go to our fi-
nals in Tampa and be seen by even 
more [judges] than they were seeing 
in Irving.”

Tseng said events like the YAGP 
are vital for connecting her stu-
dents with instructors from schools 
and companies from not just in the 
states, but around the world.

“If you want to audition for big, 
prestigious schools in Europe, you 
would either have to go there or pass 
a lot of auditions,” Tseng said. “[The 
process] is never the same, like send-
ing a video versus a performance in 
person. It’s very different when you 
actually see the person live. 

“At the finals, they will have teach-
ers who represent the schools and 
see the students in person and see 

what they can do. It’s important to 
see also what they can do in class, 
not only the solo that they prepare 
for. It’s important for a teacher to see 
how they respond to class.”

Hodgkinson added it is not just 
the winners who benefit, but every-
one who participates in YAGP gets 
something out of the experience.

“Even those kids who don’t make 
the finals in Tampa still have the op-
portunity to add scholarships and 
job offers, because they’re being seen 
by so many,” Hodgkinson said. “It’s 
not who places the best or anything 
specific like that. Every company is 
looking for something different to 
complete their group. Really, every 
kid has the opportunity to go and 
be something through this organi-
zation.”

By Ariel Graham

By Camila Gonzalez

Arlington, Grand Prairie—The 
cities of Grand Prairie and Arling-
ton came together for the 4th annu-
al Fish Creek Cleanup Challenge on 
Saturday, Jan. 29. Over the years, 
hundreds of volunteers have re-
moved over eight tons of trash from 
the creek. This year, more than 50 
volunteers worked to clean up 1,140 
pounds of trash.

The event was created by Angel 
Carter who is the Dallas-Fort Worth 
platoon leader for The Mission 
Continues and the operation legacy 
leader for the Travis Manion Foun-
dation. However, when she started 
the Fish Creek Cleanup Challenge, 
she was an Arlington resident who 
walked near the creek. After she 
left the paved walking trail to walk 
through the woods, she noticed all of 
the trash around the creek.

She picked up some trash herself, 
but said she was inspired to make a 
bigger difference by involving more 
people.

“God laid it on my heart,” Carter 
said. “I knew I couldn’t do it on my 
own, and I said ‘We need a cleanup.’”

Fish Creek runs through both Ar-
lington and Grand Prairie. After the 
success of Arlington’s first cleanup, 
Grand Prairie became involved. This 
is the third year Keep Grand Prairie 
Beautiful (KGPG) has been part of 
the event. 

“I enjoy being able to educate the 
community and show them a little 
bit about why I love the environ-
ment,” Amanda Maron, KGPB’s co-
ordinator, said. “The stream clean 
ups are actually one of my favorite 
parts of this job, because we get to be 
outside. Sometimes you get a little 

bit muddy. Who doesn’t like to play 
in the mud a little bit?

“If people are proud of where 
they live. Then they are more likely 
to take actions to prevent litter, in-
crease beautification [and] increase 
recycling. That sense of ownership 
helps the entire community.”

Carter has seen volunteer groups 
that are diverse in terms of age, eco-
nomic status, race and religion.

“We have the most diverse cross 
section of the community come out 
for the Fish Creek Cleanup Chal-
lenge,” Carter said. “I absolutely look 
forward to it, more than my birthday 
[and] more than Christmas. It is 
that day where I get to be out there, 
seeing all these smiling faces, hap-
py hands [and] glad hearts. I don’t 
know how else to describe it.”

One of the volunteers at this year’s 
event was Ila Oxendine. It was her 
first time volunteering with the Fish 
Creek Cleanup. She said every piece 
of trash that is picked up makes a 
difference.

“There’s microtrash, the little bits 
of trash people don’t think about,” 
Oxendine said. “Like this little piece 
here, that little piece adds up. Not 
just the big pieces.”

Carter said as long as people con-
tinue to litter, events such as this will 
need to continue. 

“When I compare what it looks 
like now, as a whole, compared to 
what it looked like four years ago, we 
are making a huge impact,” Carter 
said. “There is probably eight and a 
half or ten tons of trash that did not 
go down into our oceans because of 
the efforts of everyone with Grand 
Prairie and Arlington.”

Fish Creek Cleanup 
beautifies stream

Volunteers remove trash from around Fish Creek. /Photo by Camila Gonzalez.

Young dancers take the stage to warm-up prior to performing during the Youth America Grand Prix /Photos by John Starkey.

Irving—The academic decathlon 
teams from Nimitz and Irving are 
headed to state. Both teams ad-
vanced following a strong perfor-
mance at the Region IX competition, 
held virtually Jan. 28-29. Nimitz 
earned a bronze finish, barely edging 
Irving, which placed fourth overall.

“This region is one of the best in 
the state, with 14 of the 27 teams 
scoring high enough to advance to 
state,” Greg Thomson, Nimitz aca-

Academic decathlon teams advance to state
demic decathlon head coach, said. 

Nimitz is currently ranked #12 
in the state, and Irving is #13. Both 
teams will compete at the state lev-
el in February. The essay contest is 
Feb. 9, then both teams will travel to 
San Antonio for the in-person state 
meet Feb. 23-27. 

Nimitz’s speech and interview 
teams earned second place in the re-
gion. As has been the case all year, 
Estrella Barrera led the Nimitz team. 

Barrera was the #4 overall Honors 
student in the region, receiving silver 
medals in interview and literature, 
and bronze medals in essay and art. 
Julie Rodriguez had a strong show-
ing, placing #6 as the overall Honors 
student and receiving the gold med-
al in interview (with a perfect score), 
and bronze medals in essay, speech 
and social studies. Jennifer Guar-
diola was the team’s top Scholastic 
student, earning the gold medal in 
math, silver in essay and bronze in 
both speech and interview. Logan 
Jones and Isamar Ibarra earned sil-
ver medals in math, while Edubiel 
Hernandez Garcia took home sil-

ver in economics. Paola Villanueva 
and Lexie Santoya also contributed 
greatly to the team effort.

“We are ecstatic with the perfor-
mance of the team,” Thomson said. 
“In December, it was estimated we 
were approximately #25 in state, and 
Irving outscored us by 2,800 points. 
Nimitz was the most improved team 
in the state since that time, increas-
ing our score by just over 2,600 
points, while most teams dropped in 
score due to more difficult tests. We 
are less than 600 points out of the 
top ten, so our goal is to be the 27th 
Nimitz Academic Decathlon team to 
finish in the top 10 in state out of the 

last 35 years.” 
The Irving academic decathlon 

team earned 17 medals en route to 
their fourth-place finish and sev-
enth-straight state qualification. 
Nicholas Perez, who won first in 
art and music, second in economics 
and essay, and third in science, was 
awarded the #2 Scholastic student 
in the region. Isaac Arredondo, who 
earned a perfect score in interview 
to take first and also won the gold in 
art, and second in science and mu-
sic,  ranked fourth among all Varsity 
students in the region.

Levi Seymour earned silver med-
als in literature and speech, while 

teammate Josue Celis earned a gold 
in literature, silver in essay and 
bronze in economics. Cristian Don-
juan added a silver in essay to the 
team’s medal count. Other members 
contributing to the team’s success 
were Diana Amaya, Kevin Tran, Em-
ily Vasquez and Trey Trip.

“Prior to this seven-year streak, 
Irving had never advanced to the 
state tournament,” James Newman, 
Irving academic decathlon head 
coach, said. “Every team member 
contributed strongly to our overall 
team score and efforts, so we thank 
the entire team.”

SOURCE Irving ISD
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