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By Camila Gonzalez
Coppell—The Coppell Chamber of 
Commerce hosted the Coppell State 
of Transportation meeting in the 
Coppell Arts Center on Thursday, 
March 10. The meeting provided 
updates on the railways, roads and 
airport in and near the city. 

“Transportation is very important 
to the future of Coppell,” Mayor Wes 
Mays said. “It’s very hard to focus on 
a single element, because as technol-
ogy changes, so do the opportunities 
for the changes in transportation.”

One change coming to the city is 
the construction of the Dallas Area 
Rapid Transit (DART) Silver Line 
light rail. The Silver Line will span 26 
miles and 7 cities, including Carroll-
ton, Addison and Richardson. The 
light rail will be DART’s first public 
transportation project in Coppell.

By Arden Terry
Grand Prairie—Grand Prairie 
High School algebra teacher, Emily 
Dickerson, received a huge surprise 
during the school’s pep rally on 
Wednesday, March 9. Ms. Dicker-
son was awarded the Milken Educa-
tor Award, making her a part of the 
Milken Educator Network, which 
consists of over 2,800 educators. 
She also received $25,000.

“We are essentially having a cel-
ebration of educational excellence,” 
Sam Buchmeyer, Grand Prairie ISD 
public information officer, said. 
“The Milken Foundation is giving a 
Milken Educator Award: a $25,000 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Texas Steel Guitar 
Association Jamboree drew around 
1,000 visitors to the DFW Sheraton 
Airport Hotel, March 10-13. The 
crowd included many folks from 
across Texas and the country as well 
as visitors from Australia and Japan.

“This is a great event with a wel-
coming vibe where everyone has a 
shared interest,” Fort Worth resi-
dent Mitch Fenner said. 

The console steel guitar features 
multiple guitar necks tuned differ-
ently, mounted onto a frame sup-
ported by legs, allowing the player 
to sit and play. The pedal steel gui-
tar also features foot pedals to allow 
players expand the types of sounds 

powered young women, was host-
ed at the Senter Park Recreation 
Center on Saturday, March 12. The 
free event catered to girls in middle 
school and high school. 

Kierra Walton, a recreational spe-
cialist at Northwest Park Recreation 
Center, led the conference. 

“The Future M.E. Teen Confer-
ence is a girl empowerment confer-
ence we’re putting on during Wom-
en’s History Month,” Walton said. 
“We wanted to do something from 
the city of Irving where we’re able to 
reach girls in our community.”

Walton organized several differ-
ent sections of the conference in or-
der to empower young women men-
tally, emotionally and physically. 
Representatives from Dallas College 
spoke about educational opportuni-
ties after high school. The girls also 
learned about the best practices for 
social media safety and even focused 
on physical health by participating 
in a zumba class.

Tarah Rupp, an area sales manag-
er with UPS, spoke to the girls about 
professionalism. She advised them 
to remain professional both online 
and in person. She said the girls do 
not need to “look like Barbie every 
day,” but should maintain a profes-
sional appearance. 

“You always need to look sharp 
and be organized,” Rupp said.

Rupp learned about the event 
through her involvement in Emerg-
ing Leaders, a subset of the United 
Way. She wanted to share her expe-
riences and knowledge with others.

“I am a manager in a male-dom-
inated industry, transportation and 
logistics,” Rupp said. “[I’m also] a 
mother to a 15 year old daughter. 
[I want to] make sure she goes to 

High school teacher receives educator award
award to one of our Grand Prairie 
High School Teachers.”

According to Buchmeyer, the 
name of the award winner was a 
closely guarded secret, neither he, 
nor Dickerson knew she would win 
until her name was called. People 
are not nominated for the Milken 
Educator Award. They are chosen 
through a highly confidential selec-
tion process by Milken Family Foun-
dation.

“The Milken Group keeps a pret-
ty tight rein on that information to 
make it as much as a surprise to the 
educator as possible,” Buchmeyer 
said. “This [award] is something [the 

Milken Group] has done for many, 
many years. 

“I know this is one of 60 awards 
they will hand out this year. It’s to 
not only promote educational excel-
lence at the local level, but it’s also to 
recognize teachers within education 
to create awareness of education as 
a career field.”

Buchmeyer explained while the 
pep rally honored Dickerson, it was 
also a celebration of the students.

“There’s so much good stuff go-
ing on here at Grand Prairie High, 
and we wanted to celebrate that as 

Jamboree shares
love of steel guitars

Conference empowers 
young women

By Camila Gonzalez
Irving—The Future M.E. Girl Con-
ference, which motivated and em-

school and is afforded all the oppor-
tunities any of her male counterparts 
would be.” 

Rupp said being the smartest per-
son in the room is not as important 
as continuously striving to improve 
and learn more

“I think the way was paved for us, 
so I want to continue to pave that 
way as the world changes,” Rupp 
said. “[I want to] make sure they 
know how strong they are, how im-
portant they are and that nobody’s 
going to make them feel like they’re 
less than or they can’t do things.”

The girls focused on self-confi-
dence during the (You)nique activity 
with Tiara Shelton. Shelton began 
her session by asking the girls to in-
troduce themselves and name one 
thing they love about themselves. 

A 13 year old girl volunteered to 
go first. After introducing herself as 
Tatiana Flores, she enthusiastically 
announced, “I love me!” 

Flores learned about the con-
ference from her cousin, who was 
working at the event. She decided to 
attend, because she likes trying new 
things. She said Rupp and Shelton’s 
sessions were her favorite parts of 
the event.

“[Rupp’s speech] gave me power 
to be a leader,” Flores said. “I’m al-
ways a leader. I’m always the head 
of everything, because I’m not afraid 
to be talking. Then Tiara made me 
more confident in speaking and tell-
ing other people how to do stuff, or 
how to be confident, how to be beau-
tiful and feel beautiful.”

After everyone introduced them-
selves, Shelton pointed out pieces of 

Coppell experiences 
transportation growth

See TEACHER
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Friends and fellow educators help Emily Dickerson celebrate receiving the Milken Educator Award and a check for $25,000. /Photo by Arden 
Terry.

Music lovers spend time bonding over the steel guitar. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 

Gordon Shattles discusses the future of DART’s Silver Line. /Photo by Camila Gonzalez.
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DEATH NOTICES

Brown's Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

Robert Carter

Janis McCuistion

Faye West

Benita G. Villa

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Bruce Schleif 

Lucille Birch Gohl 

Rosemarie Brown

06/06/1921 ~ Feb 22, 2022

02/19/1950 ~ Mar 09, 2022

04/30/1940 ~ Mar 09, 2022

3/21/1929 ~ Mar 13, 2022

Feb 7, 1956 ~ Mar 10, 2022

May 30, 1946 ~ Mar 11, 2022

May 18, 1937 ~ Mar 12, 2022

paper taped around the room. She 
gave each of the girls ear plugs and 
told them to walk around the room, 
reading the affirmations printed on 
the paper aloud. She gave them ear 
plugs, because she wanted them to 
focus on themselves and hear them-
selves speaking without being dis-
tracted by others.

Flores said one of the affirmations 
encouraged the reader to love herself 
regardless of her skin color. She said 
she knows people who are not proud 
of their skin color, and she wants to 
change that mindset.

“That’s something you should be 
proud of because that’s your culture, 
that’s your race,” Flores said. “You 
were born like that.”

After the girls finished the exer-
cise, Shelton told them each to take 
home an affirmation that stood out 
to them. Flores took one that said, 
‘You are an asset to your community. 
You have leadership qualities. You 
make our people and our ancestors 
proud.’

“It’s important the girls have ac-
cess to these types of resources in 
our community,” Walton said. “We 
want them to continue to grow and 
know what they have here. These 
are the girls in our neighborhoods 
we see every day. We want them to 
be informed, so they can be the best 
versions of themselves.”

By Grace Reyes
Irving—Irving ISD hosted its sec-
ond annual State of the District in 
the Irving Convention Center on 
Tuesday, Mar. 8. This year’s theme 
was ‘Together We Rise.’

Joselyn Castillo, 2021 District Ele-
mentary Teacher of the Year, talked 
about working with students in the 
classroom.

“I assure my students it’s okay to 
make mistakes [regardless of their 
level],” Castillo said. “What really 
matters is the work we’re going to 
put in and we are going to move for-
ward.”

Rashaad Calaham, 2021 District 
Secondary Teacher of the Year, also 
shared his expertise.

“I decided to get creative and uti-
lize apps and use Tik Tok,” Calaham 
said. “I see what other teachers are 
doing on Tik Tok, or Instagram and 
see what works with them.”

Students selected from Castillo’s 
and Calaham’s classes spoke about 
their experience. 

“My favorite thing in Ms. Castil-

By Arden Terry
Coppell—The Cozby Library and 
the Diverse Book Club partnered to 
host the Teen Read-a-thon in the 
Cozby Library on Saturday, March 
12. During the event, teens choose 
books from a selection selected by 
the organizers, read books for half 
an hour, and then wrote a review of 
what they read. 

Grace Munro, sponsor and host of 
the Diverse Book Club, is a senior at 
New Tech High. 

“It spawned from the whole mis-
sion of the Diverse Club, and it’s 
an event that will hopefully get our 
message across,” Munro said. “The 
read-a-thon consists of two thirty 
minute periods where teens come in, 
choose a few books, and then go read 
them. If they don’t like them, that’s 
fine; they can go choose another. If 
they do like them, awesome. They’ll 
write a review of it, share their feel-
ings about it, and hopefully they’ll 
open up their minds to different sto-

ries, and stories they’ve never heard 
before.

“I originally wanted to hold a 
book drive for this. It’s part of my 
Capstone. The book drive ended up 
falling through, because there are no 
shelters that needed books.”

Morgan Green-Griffin, a librarian 
at the Cozby Library, came up with 
the idea of a read-a-thon.

“Last fall I learned Grace was 
trying to get a Diverse Book Club 
started, but having difficulty,” 
Green-Griffin said. “It’s really hard 
to start something from scratch. 
She’s really running the event, and 
I’m just helping.

“Teen lead programing is an ex-
citing way to not only get teens in-
volved with the library, but also to 
get them involved with their peers.

“We thought it would be a good 
way to get them started with Spring 
Break, having a good book in hand 
to enjoy while they’re off of school,” 
Green-Griffin said. “[We are] trying 

something a little bit different from a 
traditional book club format. We’re 
also using the opportunity to collect 
book reviews from teens, so we can 
use [them] to maybe advertise some 
of these books. 

“When teens arrive they will get 
to browse all these wonderful books. 
We’ll break and read for about thirty 
minutes, and then take a break for 
snacks, book reviews, and socializ-
ing. Then we’ll do that same thing 
again.”

The book selection for the read-
a-thon was dived into different sec-
tions of representation. Most of the 
books were written by minority au-
thors and/or were about characters 
in minority groups. 

“We have a tone of [represen-
tation] in this read-a-thon,” Mun-
ro said. “We have Middle-Eastern 
representation, Asian representa-
tion, Pride [LGBTQ+] representa-
tion, strong women, mental health. 
Things like that. We also have Black, 

Latinx, Indigenous rep. We have all 
kinds of rep.”

“We tried to pull a very diverse 
selection of books in a variety of 
formats,” Green-Griffin said. “We 
have lots of graphic novels, along 
with novels, and we even have some 
non-fiction biographies included. 
We pulled from both our teen collec-
tion and our juvenile collection.”

“The goal is to get kids to feel more 
comfortable with themselves and 
with the stories we’re trying to share 
with them,” Munro said. “I hope this 
will help a lot of kids get comfortable 
more with diverse stories, because 
there is a criminal lack of represen-
tation and realization of that repre-
sentation.

“My favorite book of all time, ‘The 
Extraordinaries,’ is in the Pride sec-
tion. They also have ‘Moxie,’ which 
is possibly one of my favorite stand-
alone books.”

“I read a lot of graphic novels, 
and I absolutely adore ‘They Called 
Us Enemy’ and ‘Displacement,’” 
Green-Griffin said. “Another book I 
like is the ‘Plain Janes.’”

Ravi Kolure is a parent who 
dropped off his children at the read-
a-thon. 

“Reading definitely will help them, 
so they get more ideas, and they im-
plement them or come up with their 
own ideas,” Kolure said. “Normally 
on weekends they don’t have any-
thing else to do. I think these kind 
of events definitely will encourage 
them to read as a team and discuss 
with their friends.”

“There’s a lot of books I didn’t 
know about, and they seem inter-
esting,” Ananya Roy said. “I like 
fantasy and horror mostly. I picked 

out ‘Battle Dragons: City of Thieves.’ 
[The book is] awesome, there’s a lot 
of action.”

Ishita Patio attended the read-a-
thon with Ananya.

“It’s really fun and engaging,” Ishi-
ta said. “I picked out ‘Living With Vi-
ola.’ It’s fun and relatable.”

“I thought [the event] would be 
an interesting way to get some read-
ing done and to get some volunteer 
hours in,” Yuvan Muruganandhan 
said. “I’m enjoying [the event]. I like 
to read.

“I choose the ‘Montague Twins.’ I 
heard it’s a mystery book, and I’m a 
fan of mystery novels. It’s a bit slow 
paced, but it’s starting to pick up.”

lo’s class is fractions and multiplica-
tions, because they are so confusing, 
and she helps me with them,” Judith 
Pecina, a John Haley Elementary 
student, said.

“What I’m enjoying most in Mr. 
Calaham’s choir class would be the 
activities that we do, such as the 
games; the cool music pieces we 
learn,” Imyni Castron, a Houston 
Middle School student, said. “Over-
all, it’s always an ecstatic atmo-
sphere environment to be a part of.” 

The national high school grad-
uation rate for 2021 is 87 percent, 
whereas in Irving ISD it is 94 per-
cent. 

“Although this number is high,” 
Magda Hernandez, Irving ISD’s su-
perintendent of schools, said. “We 
wanted to be more innovated to 
reach 100 percent, and therefore, we 
launched the Night Owl Academy.”

The Night Owl Academy gives 
students, who are about to drop out 
or have already dropped out, an op-
portunity to earn their high school 
diploma in the evenings. 

“The mantra at the Night Owl 
Academy is ‘opportunities without 
limits,’” Fabian Garcia, Night Owl 
Academy principal, said. “The stu-
dents in our program have work 
commitments throughout the day, 
were committed throughout the 
day, extenuating circumstances, and 
family obligations, which prevented 
[them] from being successful in a 
traditional high school setting. 

“Ultimately, we want to help ev-
ery student who walks through our 
doors to successfully complete our 
program in Night Owl Academy, 
graduate with a high school diplo-
ma, so they can better their quality 
of life.”

Sharwria Morris, a Night Owl 
Academy student, shared her expe-
rience.

“It doesn’t matter how you start 
it; it matters when you finish what 
you started,” Morris said. “You can 
go back. You can finish. You can give 
yourself a reboot in life.”

Through the Singley Collegiate 
Academy, high school students earn 

up to 60 credits or an associates 
degree, tuition-free. Irving ISD will 
open its second collegiate academy, 
the South Irving Collegiate Acade-
my, at the beginning of the 2022-
2023 school year.

“One of the ways our industry 
partners can collaborate with our 
campuses is through work-based 
learning experiences, guest speak-
ers, job shadowing, or internship,” 
Eber Perla, South Irving Collegiate 
Academy principal, said. “The more 
opportunities we give our students 
to get those hands-on learning in 
real world experiences, it’s going to 
be better for our students.”

Liesel Payne, parent education 
and community engagement strate-
gist, spoke about the type of events 
they hold for parents. They held over 
70 outreach events in 2021.

“We offer classes on how to keep 
your children safe online,” Payne 
said. “Our popular Coffee and Me 
class focuses on social emotional 
wellness and positive parenting.

“We want our parents to be ad-
vocates for their students, as well as 
a partner with our teachers in our 
schools.” 

“When I was attending these 
classes, I met with other parents,” 

Claudia Guzman, parent and stu-
dent in Irving ISD’s ESL program, 
said. “This lets me know we are not 
alone. There are so many resources 
in our community we can use to im-
prove ourselves.”

“Since I’ve been in the program, 
it’s just amazing all the support Ir-
ving ISD gives to parents to help 
your children actually achieve their 
goals,” parent Latrice Nervis said. 
“I’ve been in Path to College and 
Career three times, and I plan on be-
ing here all the way through to their 
graduation.”

Teen Read-a-thon encourages reading

Irving ISD presents its State of the District

Panelists discuss the current state of Irving ISD. /Photo by Grace Reyes.

Young people choose books to read. /Photo by Arden Terry.

Teens read during read-a-thon. //Photo by Arden Terry.

Teen girls attend the Future M.E. Girl Conference. /Photo by Camila Gonzalez.
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EMPLOYMENT

Texas

IT BUSINESS RELATIONSHIP MANAGER – SUPPLY CHAIN SCHEDULING 

Celanese Corporation (Irving, TX) to be resp. for cllbrtng w/users, leadership & IT 
teams to deliver sltns in Supply Chain Planning (SAP, Blue Yonder (JDA), & OR Soft). 
Specific job duties incl.: leading a small team of IT prfsnls to provide IT Supply Chain 
expertise for intrnl users to design/select, implmnt, & support business sltns; clbrtng 
with intrnl users & leadership to dcmnt bus. processes, pain points, & rqrmnts; dlvrng 
all aspects of IT sltns incl. rqrmnts, design, build, testing, dcmntn, training, roll out, 
change mngmnt, & support; providing fnctnl & techncl expertise dlvrng SAP sltns 
related to Planning & Order to Cash in the areas of SAP PP & SD; guiding process 
sltns & sprtng intgtns to SAP for Blue Yonder & or Soft planning sys.; designing & 
leading dvlpmnt teams on interfaces to/from SAP & other systems; driving sltns to 
enhance the use of SAP Material Rqrmnts Planning (“MRP”) to allow schdlng team 
to plan production that meets customer demand; & dsgng & configuring sltns in SAP 
SD to strmln process for Customer Service, Logistics & Billing. Bachelor’s degree in 
Comp. Science, IS, Engnrng or related field & 5 years of prgrsvl resp. work exp. in 
the position offered or related leading teams & implmntng SAP sltns for supply chain 
planning. All apps & resumes must be submitted to https://bit.ly/3vN0vE4

McKesson Corporation – Business Intelligence – Program Specialist in Irving, TX. Oversee
& manage the def, design, & execution of analytical solutions in Finance Shared Services 
to ensure value driven outcomes. To apply, please send resumes to JobPostings@McKes-
son.com. Reference #: 001683

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

PUBLIC HEARINGS BEFORE THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION AND CITY 
COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, TO CONSIDER AMENDING THE CITY 
OF IRVING UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE (“UDC”)SECTION 3.10 “HOTEL DEVELOP-
MENT STANDARDS” TO MODIFY CERTAIN STANDARDS INCLUDING PROVISIONS 
OF RETAIL FOODS AND PARKING; PROVIDING A PENALTY; PROVIDING A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESO-
LUTION; AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.
 
Notice is hereby given that the following public hearings will be held for the purpose of 
considering amending the Unified Development Code of the City of Irving, Texas and as 
referenced in the caption above:

Amending UDC Section 3.10 “Hotel Development Standards” to modify certain standards 
including provision of retail foods and parking.

Planning and Zoning Commission:  Monday, April 4, 2022, 7:00 PM in the City Council 
Chambers, City of Irving City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas

City Council:  Thursday, April 21, 2022, 7:00 PM in the City Council Chambers, City of Irving 
City Hall, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas

The public may attend the public hearings as outlined herein and express their opinions. 
All citizens or interested parties desiring to be heard concerning these amendments may 
speak. Please call 972-721-2424 or contact planning@cityofirving.orgfor further informa-
tion.

This facility is wheelchair accessible and accessible parking spaces are available. Re-
quests for interpretation services or assistive hearing devices must be made 48 hours prior 
to the meeting.  For accessibility information or assistance, contact the City Secretary’s 
Office at 972-721-2493, or (TDD) 1-800-RELAY TX (1-800-735-2989)

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0322-04 THWEATT PARK POND REFUR-
BISHMENT   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted until 
10:00 a.m.  CST Thursday, March 31, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell 
Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which includes 
a virtual environment, will be held at 10:00 a.m. CST, Thursday, March 24, 2022, at the City 
of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, March 24, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ExEIbTx1QY2CHK_t1m_f4A

Bid Open – Thursday, March 31, 2022, 10:00 a.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_JDVUaLWjTsqKdMtzWK2rRw

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for  #Q-0422-01 Pavement Markers.   Specifications 
may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be submitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Thursday, 
April 14, 2022, at the Procurement Services Office at Coppell Town Center, at which time 
they will be publicly opened.  A Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will 
be held at 2:00 p.m. CST, Thursday, April 7, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, 
Coppell, TX  75019. 

Pre-Bid meeting – Thursday, April 7, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_bKKKXKYgSHqymNAoBz5jDw

Bid Open – Thursday, April 14, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_k5gpw761RYy3Ju8vmiEaHA

LEGAL

Atos Syntel Inc. has multiple positions available in Irving, TX.
All positions listed can work remotely or telecommute. Travel required up to 100% at vari-
ous unanticipated client sites in U.S. for all listed positions.
Portfolio Architect. Utilize Linux sys admin skills in a Cloud or Virtualized environment. BS 
in CS, Engg (any), Info Sys, Buss Admin, or rel. 7 yrs of IT exp, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job 
ID OGL124.
Associate Consultant. Lead deve team working on the app that allows users to add, modify 
& delete pre-approved list of items. BS in IT, or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys. Other 
exp reqd. Job ID OGL125.
Software Developer, Applications. Build & deploy using Gradle & Maven, Integrate with 
Jenkins & Nexus tools. BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs IT exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID 
OGL126.
Senior Software Engineer. Prep design docs & conduct impact analysis of reqs. BS in CS, 
Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs IT exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL127.
Senior Consultant. Write test scenarios, execute test cases, conduct defect logging & track-
ing in Rally/JIRA. BS in CS, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs IT exp, or rel. Alt Reqs: no degree & 7 
yrs IT exp, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL128.
Consultant. Migrate PeopleSoft Apps to Oracle cloud Infrastructure. BS in CS, Engg (any), 
or rel. 5 yrs IT or rel exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL129.
Senior Consultant. Provide Architectural solutions on PEGA BPM projects. BS in CS, Engg 
(any), or rel. 5 yrs of IT, or rel exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL130.
Consultant. Utilize tech expertise on Informatica & Datastage tools for the ETL data load 
deve & maintenance. BS in CS, or rel. 5 yrs of IT, or rel exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID 
OGL131.
Consultant. Work as Salesforce-CRM platform developer, administrator, SME, & manage 
proj built in Salesforce platform. BS in CS, IT, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve 
info sys, or rel. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL132.
Test Lead. Create automation script for REST-API testing using Postman tool. BS in CS, 
Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs IT or rel exp. Other exp reqd. Job ID OGL133.
To apply: Email resume to sneha.alour@atos.net. Include Job ID for desired position in 
subject. 

(972) 870-1992 
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“A request for a quiet zone has to 
be made by the city, but we’ll work 
directly with the city to make sure 
they fill out all the appropriate forms 
[and] send them to the right govern-
mental agencies. [We are] always 
happy to work with them.”

Shattles said most light rails are 
connected to overhead power lines, 
but the Silver Line will not require 
overhead lines, because it will have 
diesel electric engines. The service is 
expected to start at the end of 2024.

Coppell is also seeing reconstruc-
tion on its roads. Mays said the 
section of Belt Line Road between 
Southwestern and I-635 is current-
ly undergoing improvements. He 
advised citizens to become familiar 
with different routes while this proj-
ect continues.

“We knew this would have major 
impacts on all the drivers, and we’ve 
taken every means we could to alert, 
advise and cajole drivers to take al-
ternate routes,” Mays said. “If it’s not 
clear enough, please do not drive on 
Belt Line.”

He said this area is one in a series 
of road sections that will undergo 
construction. They are currently also 
working on Bethel School Road. The 
next intersection will be the east-
bound 121 service way and Denton 
Tap. He said improvements to Park-
way, Sandy Lake and Southwestern 
have already been completed.

“If you drive anywhere near Park-
way and Denton Tap during a school 
morning, you probably already no-
ticed an improvement,” Mays said.

Mays said the city of Coppell part-
nered with the Texas Transportation 
Institute to keep citizens updated on 
traffic and construction via electron-
ic updates and a specialized Twitter 
feed. 

The meeting also addressed im-
provements and changes in air trav-
el. Naveen Bandla, the vice president 
of aviation strategy and enterprise 
analytics for the DFW International 
Airport, spoke about the new DFW 
Fast Pass.

“I think all of you can probably 
relate to this, especially if you have 
small kids like I do,” Bandla said. 
“Flying is great, but the most stress-
ful part is always going through se-
curity.”

With a DFW Fast Pass, team 
members will accompany travelers 
who have opted into the service to 
the front of the security line. This 
service can be booked up to seven 
days in advance at www.dfwairport.
com/security.

Although domestic travel has 
mostly recovered from the pan-
demic, international travel has seen 
a slower increase. Bandla said the 
airport has added a few new inter-
national routes. Finnair will connect 
DFW to Helsinki, Finland beginning 
this month. Iberia will connect DFW 
to Madrid, Spain beginning this 
summer. Finally, British Airways 
will provide daily service from DFW 
to the Heathrow Airport in London, 
England in the summer.

“When we talk about transporta-
tion and technology, it’s the road-
ways, the airways, and the railways 
that made Coppell what it is,” Mays 
said. “Coppell’s been here since the 
1800s as a railroad station, but the 
town didn’t grow until the airport 
came in the 70s.”

in the area”
DART will implement “quiet 

zones” at intersections, which means 
as the light rail passes through an 
intersection, the conductor will not 
sound the horn unless there is an 
emergency.

“Anywhere we can have a quiet 
zone, we will do it,” Shattles said. 

“[We are] working directly with 
city officials, and the residents of 
each one of those cities,” Gordon 
Shattles, director of external rela-
tions for DART, said. “A big part of 
it is deciding where the station will 
be, sound walls and sound mitiga-
tion measures we can take to ensure 
the rail does not affect people living 

Austin—When friends and cowork-
ers heard there was a crash nearby, 
they tried to call tow truck driver 
Isaac Simmons for an update. They 
never heard back.

“You don’t realize how much 
somebody impacts your life until 
they’re gone,” Simmons’ friend Na-
than Bryant said. “He was ripped 
away from us violently, and it’s not 
right.”

Isaac Simmons was killed on the 
side of the road in May 2021 while 
responding to a stalled vehicle. He 
was one of more than 4,480 people 
killed on Texas roads in 2021, mak-
ing it the second deadliest year since 
TxDOT began tracking fatalities in 
1940. Sadly, 1981 was the deadliest 
year with 4,701 fatalities.

The increase in fatalities in Texas 
last year reflects a deadly trend na-
tionwide. An estimated 20,160 peo-
ple died in motor vehicle crashes in 
the first half of 2021, up 18.4 percent 
over 2020. In Texas, traffic fatalities 
were up 15 percent from 2020-2021.

Recognizing roadway safety is a 
shared responsibility between all of 
us: the public, engineers and law en-
forcement. 

“Driver behavior is one of the 
causes, but also one of the most im-
portant solutions,” transportation 
commissioner Laura Ryan said. “We 
all have a role. TxDOT can do more, 

and we accept that responsibility. 
The driving public can do more. For 
instance, in 2021, a total of 1,522 
people were killed because of speed, 
and a total of 1,219 people were killed 
because they were not wearing a seat 
belt. These were decisions made by 
people that could have potentially 
saved 2,741 lives.”

At this year’s annual Texas Trans-
portation Forum, University of 
Texas psychology professor Dr. Art 
Markman told TxDOT leaders and 
transportation stakeholders that 
pressures from COVID are adding 
to disastrous outcomes on our road-
ways.

“We have to remind people they 
are part of a community,” Markman 
said. “We have to start considering 
everyone as part of our community. 
If we don’t do that, there are going to 
be all sorts of negative consequenc-

es, and those are going to include 
negative consequences on the road.”

In addition to funding traffic safe-
ty campaigns and grant funds to law 
enforcement, TxDOT is working 
with researchers to deploy and study 
new roadway design features prov-
en to save lives. The agency is using 
crash data to pinpoint areas where 
drivers are more prone to crash and 
will be focused on improvements in 
those areas and sharing that data 
with the public.   

With increased focus on engineer-
ing, enforcement and on the critical 

2021 Marks second most 
deadly year on Texas roads

role drivers play in road safety, Ryan 
and TxDOT leaders believe we can 
end the streak of daily deaths on 
Texas roadways.

“But make no mistake: this is an 
urgent call to action for all of us be-
hind the wheel,” Ryan said. “We can 
do better. We should do better. We 
must do better for ourselves, our 
loved ones and our larger commu-
nity of fellow Texans. Not a single 
death on our roadways is acceptable. 
Let’s end this streak.”

SOURCE Texas Department of Trans-
portation 
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Between the Italian and Balkan peninsulas
2. 254 centimeters
3. Howard Hughes (by actor Leonardo DiCaprio)
4. 1916, Piggly Wiggly store in Memphis, Tennessee
5. Charles Dickens
6. “Seinfeld”
7. Scotland
8. Marble
9. Dos Equis beer
10. Taste

* In 2006, an Athens court or-
dered the worship of the 12 gods of 
ancient Greece -- including Zeus, 
Hera, Hermes, Athena and others -- 
to be unbanned.

* Vikings fed their wounded sol-
diers a strong onion soup to help 
gauge the depth of a stomach wound. 
After a few minutes, they would 
smell the wound and if they could 
smell the onion soup, they knew the 
wound was too deep and the soldier 
could not be saved.

* The “artificial strawberry flavor” 
in a McDonald’s milkshake is made 

up of around 45 chemicals.

* “Jeopardy!” contestants stand 
on adjustable platforms so that they 
all appear to be the same height on 
camera.

* On the last Sunday of Novem-
ber in Lopburi, Thailand, an annual 
Monkey Buffet Festival is held that 
provides food and drink to more 
than 2,000 local monkeys, as a 
thank you for drawing tourists to the 
town.

* The role of U.S. first lady isn’t re-
served solely for the president’s wife. 
Historically, some first ladies have 
included nieces, sisters or daugh-
ters-in-law of the sitting president.

* The word “and” and the am-
persand symbol (&) mean different 
things in movie credits. Two writ-

ers’ names joined with an amper-
sand means they collaborated, while 
“and” means they worked on the 
script at different times.

* Researchers have discovered 
that the Fritillaria delavayi plant, 
which has been used in Chinese tra-
ditional medicine for 2,000 years, 
has evolved camouflage in heavily 
harvested areas.

* In 1355, a dispute between two 
students from Oxford University 
and a local tavern owner over the 
quality of its wine grew so heated 
that it resulted in a three-day-long 
riot, which left 63 students and 30 
locals dead.

***
Thought for the Day: “Every small 

positive change we make in our-
selves repays us in confidence in the 
future.” -- Alice Walker
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How Well Do You
Know Your iPhone?

Did you know there is a flashlight 
on your iPhone? I just found mine. 
Courtesy of BoomerTECH Adven-
tures online, I’ve not only learned 
that there is a flashlight, but how to 
access it.

BoomerTECH Adventures is a 
website aimed at seniors (although I 
don’t know why it wouldn’t appeal to 
anybody with an Apple device) who 
want to expand how they use their 
iPhone, iPad or Mac computer and 
learn about all the features.

Right on the home page of the 
website (as of this writing) is a free 
video about turning slides into dig-
ital images and a free video about 
how to change the email password 
on your iPad. In addition, there is a 
link to its blog covering a wide vari-
ety of Apple device-related topics.

Not all the videos are free, howev-
er. There are full courses, such as the 
Introduction to iPhone Basics ($30), 
which includes four videos and a 
course booklet.

There is Introduction to Zoom 
Basics, wherein you can learn how 
to have those video calls with your 
family ($30). This one consists of 
eight videos that cover everything 
you need to know from setting it up 

If you have a Department of Vet-
erans Affairs-rated disability, heads 
up. They’re proposing changes to the 
schedule for disabilities for auditory, 
respiratory and mental disorders.

If you receive compensation for 
one of those service-connected con-
ditions, your rating won’t change. 
The reason for changing the sched-
ule, they say, is to “incorporate 
modern medical data and terminol-
ogy” so veterans can receive more 
accurate and consistent decisions. 
Ratings will be based on “the most 
current medical knowledge” for the 
condition.

Some of the proposed changes 
are:

-- Looking at tinnitus as a symp-
tom of an underlying disease instead 
of a stand-alone disability.

-- Modernizing the rating criteria 

VA Proposes Changes 
to Disability Ratings

1. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the 
Adriatic Sea located?

2. MEASUREMENTS: How many 
centimeters are equivalent to 100 
inches?

3. MOVIES: Who was the famous 
person portrayed in the movie “The 
Aviator”?

4. FOOD & DRINK: When did the 
first self-serve grocery store open?

5. FAMOUS QUOTES: Which 
19th century author once wrote, “It 
was one of those March days when 
the sun shines hot and the wind 
blows cold: when it is summer in the 
light, and winter in the shade”?

6. TELEVISION: Frank Costanza 
was the dad in which 1990s TV com-
edy show?

7. LITERATURE: Sir Walter Scott 
wrote novels about which country?

8. ART: What kind of stone did the 
Renaissance artist Michelangelo like 
using in his sculptures?

9. ADVERTISING SLOGANS: 
What product did the “Most Inter-
esting Man in the World” advertise 
on TV?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What 
unique sense do butterflies have in 
their feet?

* Here’s a great tip for freezing 
strawberries: Slip a berry into each 
section of an ice-cube tray, and then 
stack trays in the freezer. When fro-
zen, transfer berries to a zipper-top 
bag and store in the freezer. They 
won’t stick together, and you can just 
use what you need.

* “Vinegar (1/3 cup) works just as 
well as rinsing agents in your dish-
washer. Simply add it to the wash 
with your regular dishwasher deter-
gent. It can help with cloudy glass-
ware.” -- W.C. in Washington

* “Another great use for a length of 
nylon stocking, or a knee-high, as we 
used to call them: Slip over your pet 
brush and poke the bristles through. 
Brush your cat or dog as normal. 
When you’re done, you can pull the 
knee-high stocking right off and all 
the hair will be caught inside!” -- 
P.K. in Pennsylvania

* If you have a pickle- or jelly-jar 
lid that’s stuck on, try using the han-
dle end of a butter knife to tap a few 
indentations around the edges. This 
can sometimes loosen the seal, mak-
ing it easier to remove the lid.

* “When you get to the bottom of 
a bag of chips or a box of crackers, 
there usually are a lot of crumbs. I 
save ours in a baggie, then add them 
to breadcrumbs to bread fish or 
chicken. They add a lot of flavor, and 
it’s basically free! It’s funny, because 
I see packages of flavored bread-
crumbs at the grocery store, and 
they are pretty expensive.” -- R.L. in 
Virginia

* Fresh ginger can be frozen. Sim-
ply grate as needed. The flavor re-

for sleep apnea and how it impacts 
earning capacity.

-- Evaluating mental-health con-
ditions in terms of interpersonal 
relationships, life activities, self-care 
and cognition. It’s proposed that 
the criteria include a 10% minimum 
and won’t require “total occupation-
al and social impairment” to reach 
100%.

-- No current ratings will change, 
they say. If they’re finalized, veterans 
can apply for increased compensa-
tion. There won’t be any reduction 
in compensation unless there’s an 
improvement in the disability.

If you want to read more, see the 
Federal Register where the docu-
ment has to be open for comment for 
60 days. Go to www.federalregister.
gov and search for “FR Doc. 2022-
02049” for two of the disorders, and 
“FR Doc. 2022-02051” for the third 
one. Be sure to look through the 
public comments. A vast majority 
have to do with sleep apnea and its 
daily life impact, including earnings.

What concerns me at first glance 
is that there’s a lot of removing sub-
paragraphs, combining other dis-
ability aspects, renaming headings, 
adding section notes and reorganiz-
ing the various sections. How, one 
wonders, are the ratings personnel 
supposed to do a realistic evaluation 
of impairment? Even ratings clerks 
who have a lot of experience are go-
ing to be starting all over again in 
learning the system.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

to how to have appropriate lighting.
Maximizing Your iPad’s Potential 

is a $30 course that covers over a 
dozen areas and iPad topics, such as 
basic navigation, personalizing the 
look and making folders, communi-
cating with messages and video, us-
ing the camera, editing photos and 
much more.

Mac computer owners aren’t left 
out -- there is an Introduction to 
Mac Basics ($30) course.

BoomerTECH Adventures was 
started by a trio of educators, all of 
them seniors, which means they 
know we learn new things in differ-
ent ways at different paces.

If you have an Apple iPhone and 
want to know how to do more than 
place a call, check BoomerTECH Ad-
ventures (www.boomertechadven-
tures.com).

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

mains, and it will stay fresh much 
longer.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

generated. 
Visitors at the jamboree also saw 

nearly 50 vendors selling guitars 
and items related to them. 

There was plenty of live music, 
including an appearance by Stephen 
Pride, youngest brother of legendary 
country music artist Charley Pride, 
who joined a band fronted by Ron-
nie Miller. Miller previously played 
steel guitar for Charley, a 2000 in-
ductee into the Country Music Hall 
of Fame. 

Stephen Pride sang several of his 
brother’s songs including the clas-
sic “Kiss an Angel Good Morning,” 
which drew a rousing response from 
the assembled crowd. Charley Pride 
spent much of his life in the Dallas 
area and was a part owner of the 
Texas Rangers prior to his 2020 
passing. 

Steel guitar fans also had opportu-
nities to reconnect with friends from 
previous jamborees for the first time 
since 2020 as last year’s event was 
canceled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 

Guests could also receive tips 
from veteran players through vari-
ous symposiums. 

Two highlights of the jamboree 

STEEL GUITAR
Continued from Page 1

were western swing dancing on Sat-
urday night and a Gospel service on 
Sunday morning. 

This marked the 38th edition of 
the jamboree, an event which Bil-
ly Phelps of Full Circle Sound has 
seen experience growth since he first 
started attending in the 1980s. 

“It’s just ballooned like crazy; it’s 
almost exponential,” Phelps said. 
“The first time I came here, there 
was about 600 people. The high-
est I’ve ever seen was about 3,700. 
Then, COVID had to smack us, but 
it could be worse. Everything could 
always be worse. I just thank God I 
don’t taste dirt.”

Playing the steel guitar is a pas-
sion Phelps has pursued for about 
three decades. 

Maybe the greatest thing about 
this gathering of steel fans is sea-
soned players were never hesitant to 
offer tips to the younger generation, 
creating a truly welcoming atmo-
sphere. 

“It’s just one of those things. God 
blessed me with being able to play 
14 instruments, nine of them profes-
sionally,” Phelps said. “I’m at home 
just about anywhere I go. 

“I had an industrial accident about 

a year ago and am losing part of my 
hearing, but I’m still able to play. I’ve 
played about every convention there 
is around the country and a couple 
overseas too.”

Fort Worth resident, Landon 
Dodd, fronts local band Landon 
Dodd and the Dance Hall Drifters, 
and in 2000, was named Texas Steel 
Guitar Player of the Year. 

He admits he missed seeing many 
of his “fellow steel guitar nerds” after 
the 2021 event was cancelled. 

“The steel guitar is really steeped 
in the tradition of country music,” 
Dodd said. “It’s a bunch of people 
nerdin’ out over steel guitar. That’s 
how my wife categorizes it. Most of 
the people here are either closet steel 
players or musicians in their own 
right who love traditional country.

“I have a band and have a steel 
guitar in my band. I know a bunch 
of people here, and I’m here to see 
friends from all over the country and 
nerd out over steel guitars. There’s 
some great music here, steel guitar 
players from all over the country that 
are at the top of their craft.”

Fenner built his first guitar in 
1979, but after his first visit to a steel 
guitar event, he was immediately 

hooked, and not just because of the 
instrument itself. 

“What really hit me coming here 
was the people. They’re so nice and 
friendly,” Fenner said. “I’ve been 
to some shows, rock and roll type 
shows, it was just hectic and every-
body was running around. But this is 
just so laid back.

“The people come here come from 
all over the nation. The last time we 
had it here, there were people from 
Finland, Argentina, Australia, Ja-
pan. They fly in from all over the 
world for the pedal steel music that’s 
here. That’s what really keeps me 
coming back, is the people I see once 
a year. It’s like a reunion almost. It’s 
more of a vacation for me. It’s really 
been enjoyable.”

Dodd says part of his “nerding 
out” involves seeing some of the steel 
players he idolizes play in person. 

“I’ve been coming on and off for 
10 years,” Dodd said. “I’ve gotten 
to meet and hear some of the best 
steel guitar players in the country 
like Mike Johnson, Paul Franklin, 
JayDee Maness, Lloyd Green, guys 
who have played on all the records 
I love.”

Mitch Fenner shows off different types of tuning bars. /Photo by Stephen Hunt. 
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Dickerson was very surprised to 
win the award.

“I teach math, and I love math so 
much, but at the end of the day, I 
don’t teach because of math,” Dick-
erson said. “I tell my kids, ‘I want 
you to be prepared to take your 
STAR Tests, and I want you to learn 
and grow in my class. However, at 
the end of the day, I want you to 
grow as a human, and I want you to 
recognize your value as a person and 
your ability to learn.’ 

“I think my students will tell you I 
care about who they are as individu-
als, and I care about their personal 
growth. I care about their power to 
advocate for themselves. That’s why 
I teach.

“There are a lot of teachers here 
who are incredibly worthy of being 
recognized and receiving additional 
financial awards for the work they 
do, for the time they pour into their 
students and their classrooms often 
at the neglect of going home at a de-
cent hour. To be chosen among other 
excellent educators is truly an honor. 
An overwhelming honor, because 
I wish we could regularly recognize 
every single teacher who is pouring 
into the lives of their students.

“We’re education tomorrow’s 
leaders, but truly all of these students 
will go out into the workforce, and 
they will be something. They might 
be stay at home moms, they might 
be doctors, they might be teachers, 
they might be coaches, they might 
be whatever. Teachers are the ones 
educating those students and tak-
ing them forward, so we need good 
teachers to be investing in the lives 
of our students.

“I think to be recognized for some-
thing you do, when you’re not even 
anticipating it, when you’ve done 
nothing to solicit it, is incredibly 
honoring,” she said. “I think it sheds 
light on Grand Prairie ISD, our high 
school, and the hard work of our 
other teachers. The fact we are pour-
ing into kids at an incredibly hard 
time in education with COVID and 
recouping from that, and kids who 
have experienced loss in their fam-
ilies and are bringing that hurt into 
the classroom. 

To be recognized in the midst of 
that is incredibly honoring, and I am 
appreciative of this award.”

well,” Buchmeyer said. “We’ve got 
our choirs that are going to perform. 
We have all of our athletes in the ath-
letic teams that have had success all 
through the year. We have our mari-
achi group. We’ve got a lot of differ-
ent areas of the school.”

Before Dickerson received her 
award the school’s choir, band, ma-
riachi band, and cheerleading teams 
performed, and the accomplish-
ments of the school’s athletic teams 
were recognized. 

Lowell Milken, the chairman and 
a co-founder of the Milken Family 
Foundation, presented the award to 
Emily Dickerson. 

“We’re looking first and foremost 
for really strong instructional lead-
ers,” Milken said. “[Dickerson’s] 
success and achievement with her 
students has been remarkable. We 
are looking for teachers who are 
powerful mentors to other teachers, 
so they can improve those skills. The 
last thing we’re looking for is some-
one who is invested in their commu-
nity. Those are really the qualities 
we’ve been looking for.

“It’s very interesting. On a Mon-
day you may not have many people 
interested in the individual teacher’s 
views of things, and then all of the 
sudden they win the award, and you 
get a lot of people, who are interest-
ed. Over the years, we’ve had a lot of 
our teachers, this is not intended on 
our part, elevate themselves, become 
principals and actually become state 
super intendents. There will be a lot 
of opportunities come her way full-
steam in the profession and with 
other opportunities.”

Laigha Boyle, the principal of 
Grand Prairie High School, was ex-
cited to see one of her teachers re-
ceive this award. 

“I did not know about [Dicker-
son’s win] until I was called,” Boyle 
said. “Everything was top secret, 
but she is very well deserving of the 
award. She’s an amazing educator. 
We love having her here. She does 

great things for students.
“She is an algebra I teacher, and 

she has an amazing way of getting 
students to connect with mathe-
matics. Her classroom is interesting 
and engaging. Kids who never liked 
math before, somehow because they 
had her, they turn their lives around 
about how much they like math and 
how much they like school. They 
become committed, and they get 
involved in other things. She has a 
knack for making that happen. 

“I hope everybody has a teacher 
like Ms. Dickerson at some point in 
their lives, because those types of 
teachers are the ones who change 
lives forever.”

Boyle explained what the award 
means to the school.

“It means a lot, having a teacher 
who received an award of this lev-
el and this caliber,” Boyle said. “It 
brings a lot of attention and notori-
ety to the kinds of things we’re doing 
here. She’s our department chair, so 
she is leading other teachers in that 
direction and teaching that same 
mindset.”  

On The Road Garage, a tech-focused collision repair center, celebrated their grand opening with a ribbon-cutting event on Wednesday, March 2, 2022. The City of Irving Chamber of 

Commerce and the Mayor Rick Stopfer 
were in attendance. On The Road Garage 
is located just off on North Loop 12. /photo 
provided.

Classy Stixx Cigar’s Society Mardi Gras/Mardi Bras party was a beautiful success. 
The Main place was the grateful recipient of their service project - receiving 89 
awesome bras. /photo provided.

Society gives bras
to Main Place

On The Road Garage holds grand opening

Lowell Milken explains via phone to Emily Dickerson’s husband the details of the Milken 
Educator Award. /Photo by Arden Terry.


