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By Stephen Hunt
Irving—Neither frigid weather nor 
the accompanying wintry mix could 
keep the developers of Aspen Square 
Townhomes from officially breaking 
ground on their 174-townhome de-
velopment at the southeast corner of 
Shady Grove and Belt Line Road the 
morning of Wednesday, Feb. 23. 

“It’s a privilege for me to be here in 
this great groundbreaking ceremo-
ny,” Tauhid Choudhury, CEO for As-
pen Square Homes, said. “We don’t 
get this kind of opportunity all the 

By Camila Gonzalez
Grand Prairie—Epic Waters Wa-
terpark hosted its fourth annual 
Epic Plunge event in Grand Prairie 
on Sunday, Feb. 27.

About 90 participants plunged 
into the cold water, which was 
around 50 degrees. Participants re-
ceived a cup of hot cocoa and a long 
sleeve ‘Epic Plunge’ T-shirt. They 
also contributed to raising a total 
of $4,500 to support a nearby play-
ground.

“The whole point of this is to ben-
efit PlayGrand Adventures, which 
is right around the corner from us,” 
Kier Rouse-Perry, director of mar-
keting for Epic Waters, said. “Play-
Grand Adventures is an all-abilities 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—The Irving Police Depart-
ment’s Shop Talk Program and One 
Community USA teamed up for a 
celebration of Black History Month 
at Northlake College in Irving on 
Monday, Feb. 21. 

“We live in a world right now that 
is full of turmoil,” Darren Steele, Ir-
ving’s interim chief of police, said. 
“What can we do about what’s going 
on in the world? It starts with getting 
to know your neighbor, teachers, 
counselors, mayors, police officers. 
That’s how we solve problems locally 
and how we can impact changes. Do 
what you can to get involved and be-
come part of the solution. That’s how 
we get it done.”

“Communication is so important,” 
Irving mayor pro tem Kyle Taylor 
said. “Shop Talk is one thing I get 
to talk about when I go to different 
cities. [The program] is great for the 
city of Irving.”

Officer Jon Plunkett first pitched 
the idea of Shop Talk to former po-
lice Chief Jeff Spivey in 2015. The 
program is now being employed in 
surrounding communities like Ar-
lington, Carrollton, Dallas, Euless, 
Fort Worth, and The Colony. 

“I’ve been a police officer in Irving 
for over 30 years,” Plunkett said. 

By Stephen Hunt
Fort Worth—Sports such as ar-
chery and target shooting tend to be 
male dominated endeavors. Howev-
er, the number of women taking up 
these activities is growing, thanks to 
efforts like Shoot Like A Girl, which 
focus on increasing the number of 
women and their families participat-
ing in shooting sports.

Shoot Like A Girl’s Sea to Shining 
Sea Tour visited Cabela’s in north 
Fort Worth and saw plenty of visi-
tors, Feb. 26-27. 

Visitors were given full instruction 
in firearm safety, emphasizing five 
key rules: 

1) Treat a gun like it is loaded
2) Keep the muzzle pointed in a 

safe direction
3) Keep your finger off the trigger 

until ready to shoot
4) Know your target and what is 

beyond 
5) Store and secure your gun away 

from others when not in your pos-
session. 

Once called into the event trailer, 
visitors were instructed on how to 
shoot a compound bow, a pistol, and 
a rifle.  

Diana Campbell from Bedford vis-
ited on Saturday and left beaming 
after shooting a firearm for the first 
time in over 40 years. 

“Probably the last time I shot a 
gun, I was 13 or 14, and I’m 60 to-
day,” Campbell said. “I hunted a lit-

tle bit as a kid. My grandfather had 
a farm in West Texas. [This was] a 
great experience, a lot of fun.”

Campbell learned about Shoot 
Like A Girl through a friend, Angeli-
ca Colello, who is an avid shooter. 

“I got the opportunity to try out 
several different weapons,” Camp-
bell said. “I really enjoyed that. I’d 
never shot a bow before and that 
was a great experience. Never shot 
a handgun and that was really great.

“I loved the bow and arrow. It 

seems more difficult, but I did enjoy 
getting to try it, and it really piqued 
my interest. [Angelica and I] have 
talked about going shooting togeth-
er. In the future, I think we’ll go to 
some ranges. We’ve even talked 
about hunting.”

After trying the bow, pistol, and 
rifle, visitors could determine which 
type of firearm suits them best at a 
display outside the trailer. An in-

playground for children and adults 
with disabilities, so the playground 
is completely accessible to every-
one.”

The amount of money raised 
this year topped last year’s total of 
$4,100. Epic Waters and PlayGrand 
Adventures are both part of Epic 
Central, an area that encompasses 
several businesses. Epic Central in-
cludes two other facilities: the Sum-
mit Active Adult Center, a facility for 
senior citizens, and The Epic, a rec-
reation center. Rouse-Perry said the 
different facilities are very support-
ive of each other.

“PlayGrand Adventures is near 
and dear to our hearts,” Rouse-Perry 
said. “We like to be accessible to any-

body who has disabilities. We want 
to make sure we’re inclusive and to 
help our partners around the area.”

Jennifer Colon, youth recreation 
coordinator for The Epic, participat-
ed in the plunge with her family. She 
has a family of nine with members 
ranging from 5 to 83 years old. It is 
difficult and often expensive for her 
to find activities in which the entire 
family can participate. 

All of the participants lined up 
and jumped into the water, which 
allowed Colon’s family to jump to-
gether. Although the water was very 
cold, she tried not to let her discom-
fort show in front of her son.

time. Groundbreaking today is not 
like breaking ground. It takes tech-
nology, great architectural planning 
and super workmanship.”

Choudhury characterized the 
project at 920 S. Belt Line Road, 
which consists of two and three-sto-
ry townhomes with three bedrooms, 
two baths and a two-car garage on a 
22-acre site as a “grand partnership 
between the city of Irving, lenders, 
and developers.”

The groundbreaking was original-
ly scheduled for Monday, Jan. 24, 

but inclement weather forced the 
event organizers to reschedule. 

However, the frigid temperatures 
did not dampen the enthusiasm of 
those in attendance, including May-
or Rick Stopfer, who spoke immedi-
ately following Choudhury’s opening 
remarks. 

“We’re always excited when we 
can provide housing in Irving. Hous-
ing is one of the challenges we al-
ways face,” Stopfer said. “[It is] one 

Aspen Square Townhomes breaks ground

Tour grows shooting 
sports among women Swimmers take Epic Plunge

“We started [Shop Talk] at Mitchell’s 
Barber Shop. I wanted to take this 
program out of Irving. The people in 
the shop, the customers, wanted to 
have the program in their cities.”

Plunkett also described how 
several years ago when Mitchell’s 
Barber Shop needed $14,000 in 
repairs, One Community USA, a 
local non-profit organization ded-
icating to fostering cities of oppor-
tunity for all, stepped up to fund 
those improvements. Those repairs 
transformed the shop’s interior and 
exterior as well as helping to sub-
stantially lower the crime rate out-
side its doors. 

In January 2022, Spivey retired as 
police chief. However, before step-
ping down, he assigned Plunkett 
to Shop Talk full-time, a decision 
which spoke volumes about his com-
mitment to the program. 

“[Spivey] saw the value,” Plunkett 
said. “He saw the necessity in hav-
ing Shop Talk, the relationships that 
were built.”

During his presentation, Plunkett 
called the barbers and beauticians 
forward who were part of Shop Talk 
to join him. The group numbered 
around 25, many of whom are long-

Shop Talk helps 
build trust

Officials dig-in during the ceremonial groundbreaking for Aspen Square Townhomes./Photos by Stephen Hunt.

Ladies discuss the merits of shooting with rifles. /Photo by Stephen Hunt.
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Life Tributes

DEATH NOTICES
Brown's Memorial Funeral Home

972.254.4242
Elizabeth Sue Martin
Erica Dianne Malzer
Irene Georgia Greer

Colonial Funeral Home
972-579-1313

Sidney Lorenz
Antonia Acosta Ruiz
Irma Vega Zadeh
Frances Annie Wernli
Mary Hyde
erry L. Ramey

Oct 9, 1930 ~ Feb 24, 2022
Nov 8, 1979 ~ Feb 20, 2022

June 24, 1932 ~ Feb 25, 2022

July 9, 1926 ~ Jan 23, 2022
May 10, 1926 ~ Feb 25, 2022
Aug 31, 1957 ~ Feb 26, 2022
May 7, 1938 ~ Feb 27, 2022

Nov 18, 1949 ~ Feb 27, 2022
Feb 19, 1936 ~ Feb 28, 2022

By Grace Reyes 
Irving—The Irving Hispanic Cham-
ber of Commerce hosted its inaugu-
ral State of the Chamber at the Irving 
Convention Center on Tuesday Feb. 
22.

Juan Carlos Gonzales “JC”, past-
chair board member, announced the 
achievements of the year and made 
presentations. 

“The USHCC, the National His-
panic Chamber of Commerce, re-
ceived Chamber of the Year, not 
many folks can say that,” Gonzales 
said. “It’s such an honor. This cham-
ber also received Chamber of the 
Year for three years in a row.

“Wells Fargo received the Cor-
poration of the Year. Three of our 
members received the award along 
with our Chamber of Commerce.”

A couple of members of the Irving 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce’ 
(IHCC) board were recognized na-
tionally: 

Margie Aguilar, president of the 
ISP studios, won Businesswoman of 
the Year

Olga Lopez, executive director of 

CIMA logistics, won the Entrepre-
neurial Spirit Award. 

Gonzales is stepping down from 
the board and due to his services, 
Mary Ann Kellam, president of 
IHCC, presented him with a glass 
gavel. Don Herring and Jennifer 
Yowman will also step down from 
the board. 

Kellam spoke about the FLOW 
(Future Leaders of the Workforce) 
program for high school and college 
kids. 

“[High school and college kids] 

don’t have a lot of soft skills,” Kel-
lam said. “They don’t know how to 
interact with a human person, and 
they don’t know, because they’re so 
used to technology. We created this 
program, and we taught crucial con-
versations through North Lake Col-
lege. We’re doing a lot to help them 
face the real world when they get out 
there.”

The board is also creating a young 
professionals division for the young-
er members of the chamber.

“We need younger people to bring 

their voices,” Kellam said. 
The chamber plans to bring back 

a program to the women’s division. 
“The name of the group is called 

‘We to the Third Power,’” Kellam 
said. “We educate, empower and 

elevate. We want to make sure any-
body who wants a little bit of help, 
can come join us and hopefully get 
elevated.”

Tirsza Brooks, vice president of JP 
Morgan Chase, announced her com-
pany’s $30 billion initiative to help 
close the racial wealth gap among 
Black, Hispanic and Latino commu-
nities.

“We are addressing overall af-
fordable housing, minority owned 
businesses and workforce diversity,” 
Brooks said. “Our commitment is 
to increase access to banking, im-
proved financial health and build 
trust with small businesses and con-
sumers within the community.”

Along with Hispanic chambers, 
JP Morgan is also partnering with 
Irving ISD, and SEMA logistics. 

“My goal, as a community man-
ager, is to build trust, engage local-
ly and educate communities on the 
resources available to them at Chase 
through my partners,” Brooks said. 

The IHCC relocated to the Jack 
Huffman building on March 1. 

“We will have more space than 
we have now,” Mary Ann Kellam 
said. “We have a bigger boardroom. 
We have the auditorium downstairs 
where we will be able to have larger 
events, like the Legislative Breakfast. 
We’re very excited.

“We have two conference rooms 
we will be using for people to come in 
and visit one on one with the banker, 
the lawyer, the certification agency, 
whatever it is they need. They need 
to get their legal structure in place. 
They need to get finances.”

Hispanic Chamber presents State of the Chamber

By Camila Gonzalez
Dallas—As February comes to a 
close, so does National Children’s 
Dental Health Month. However, a 
local dentist found ways to promote 
dental health throughout the year.

Dr. Dane Hoang is a Dallas-based 
pediatric dentist who has volun-
teered with Operation Smile since 
2008. Operation Smile is a nonprof-
it organization that treats children 
with cleft lips and cleft palates all 
over the world. 

Hoang’s first mission was to Viet-
nam.

“I choose to go to Vietnam because 
that’s where I’m from,” Hoang said. 
“That’s where my family’s from and I 
still speak the language. In Vietnam, 
not only [do] I work on teeth, but I’ll 
run around and be a translator.

“I did another trip in the Domini-
can Republic. I didn’t feel as useful, 
because I don’t speak Spanish.”

Her family came to the United 
States in 1979. 

“These are my people,” Hoang 
said. “If my parents didn’t make the 
choice to get out of the country after 
the war, this could have been me 
standing here pushing and shoving, 
trying to get my kid to get the free 
dental care they need.”

While on these trips, Hoang made 
several friends. One of her friends is 
dental hygienist Jade Bernard, who 
lives in Leesburg, VA. Bernard met 
Hoang on a mission to Hanoi, Viet-
nam. Hoang has a tradition of taking 
new volunteers out for a snail dinner 
on Vietnam missions.

“Anyone who can survive a snail 
dinner with her is a trooper,” Ber-
nard said. “Can you imagine a bunch 
of students hovered over a red chair, 
being served snails and drinking 
beer, after eight hours of dental care 
for children? It’s really something.”

Although she has not been able 
to go on missions due to COVID-19, 
Hoang has not stopped giving back. 
Operation Smile has a program 
called Serving Smiles, where volun-
teers work with local restaurants to 
provide meals for healthcare work-
ers.

Hoang has also continued work-
ing at her practice and raising 
awareness during National Chil-
dren’s Dental Health Month. She 
said dental health is an important 
part of general health and that teeth 
are not “just teeth.”

“You’ve got to have healthy teeth 
to have that beautiful smile,” Hoang 
said. “A smile is just everything. A 

By Grace Reyes
Irving—Irving High School provid-
ed a presentation for students and 
parents about the effects of technol-
ogy on children, Thursday, Feb. 17.

Dr. Christy Kane’s, a mental health 
counselor, teaches parents and kids 
to control the amount of technology 
being used every day. 

“There is more and more research 
indicating we need to set time limits, 
and we need to guide and direct this 
electronic world,” Kane said. “We 
have to learn to manage [technolo-
gy] effectively.”

It is important children’s brains 
do not become overstimulated by 
electronics.

“What we have taking place in our 
society today is increased isolation,” 
Kane said. 

Children’s sleep patterns are af-
fected by having electronic devices 
in the same room. 

“Go down to Walmart and buy an 
alarm clock that will wake them up,” 
Kane said. “We should not have elec-
tronic devices in the bedroom. 

“[Universities have] done lots 
of studies that show students who 
write their notes performed better 
than students who typed them on 
computers.”

Kane talked about three neu-
rotransmitters: serotonin, dopa-
mine, and oxytocin and how tech-

nology affects them. 
“Serotonin is the neurotransmit-

ter that balances depression and 
anxiety,” Kane said. “The interesting 
thing about dopamine is it goes into 
the synapses when you anticipate 
[something], not when you get it.”

Dopamine is the adrenaline rush 
when something is about to happen. 

“Dopamine enters the human 
brain when you anticipate the recep-
tion,” Kane said. 

Dopamine can be released 
through engaging with video games, 
social media, and text messages. 

“The stimulation process makes 
them addictive,” Kane said. 

Oxytocin is the bonding neu-
rotransmitter. 

“Every time someone touches us 
appropriately, every time there’s hu-
man connection, our brain releases 
oxytocin,” Kane said. “Oxytocin is a 
very powerful neurological hormone 
that makes us feel safe.”

Kane recommends eight hugs a 
day, each lasting eight seconds to re-
duce anxiety and depression.

“Human connection is extremely 
important in balancing your brain,” 
Kane said. “I had a dad say, literally, 
‘Dr. Kane, can it be like four seconds 
for boys and eight seconds for girls?’ 

“No, boys need to be held just as 
much as girls do.

“I have so many parents who’ve 

written me and have said [the hugs 
have] made the biggest difference in 
my family.” 

Some parents tell Kane their teen-
agers do not want affection. 

“I say to them ‘Wrestling is a legal 
sport in the United States. Wrestle 
them to the ground and hold them 
appropriately.’ We need to be held,” 
Kane said. 

Parents who came to the presenta-
tion learned about effects of technol-
ogy and to manage technology more 
effectively. 

“It was different than I thought. 
I thought it was going be just nega-
tive aspects of technology,” Angela 
Storm said. “While that was men-
tioned, she also talked about alter-
native ways to help your kids feel 
connected. 

“I loved her idea about wrestling 
your child. I could easily do some-
thing like that and give my kids hugs 
for eight seconds, or do a pillow 
fight, or something.”

“My son has already asked for 
a laptop and he’s eight years old,” 
Madelyn Argueta, parents educa-
tion and community engagements 
lead administrative for Irving ISD, 
said. “I think it’s important to hear 
this, because it also lets me know 
I’m making a good choice by making 
sure my kids don’t have devices, be-
cause they’re not good for them.”

Technology can affect 
children negatively

smile is so easy to give to people.”
Dr. Carmen Kamsas, a dentist who 

met Hoang through Operation Smile 
and lives in Houston, said another 
motivation to keep up with dental 
health is a focus on appearance. She 
social media can make young people 
more aware of how their teeth look, 
which will in turn motivate them to 
keep their teeth healthy.

“If you have good teeth, you don’t 
have to spend a lot of money,” Kam-
sas said. “If you’re not eating can-
dy, you’re not eating all these bad 
things, and drinking Cokes, you’re 
going to save a lot of money through 
your life by having cleanings and not 
having fillings, crowns, root canals 
and implants.”

Hoang has been involved in sever-
al fundraising efforts for Operation 
Smile. She even chaired a gala in 

Houston last October, which raised 
almost $300,000 for the organiza-
tion. 

Bernard said the three miss work-
ing together and are eager to go on 
another mission with Operation 
Smile. This will give both Hoang and 
Bernard another chance to connect 
with their Vietnamese heritage.

“For Dane and I, it’s very special 
because we are both Vietnamese,” 
Bernard said. “We both want to give 
back to our country. I think starting 
with the children, the youth, that 
builds a better tomorrow. I think 
that’s the reason why Dane has in-
spired me so much to become so 
active with Operation Smile. It’s 
to help to build the youth of today 
for a better tomorrow for Vietnam. 
She’s been a great inspiration in that 
sense.” 

H. T. Dodson, Jr. (Jr) passed away into 
the arms of his Lord and Savior on 
February 21, 2022.  He was born on 
April 22, 1938 in Fort Worth, Texas 
to Hebert Terlington Dodson, Sr. and 
Maude Jane Cates Dodson Marshall. 
He grew up in Grapevine, Texas and 
loved his family dearly.  He married 
the love of his life Snooky Dodson 
on January 11, 1959 and they cele-
brated 38 years together. All children 
and furbabies loved Jr.  He was a very 
loving and devoted husband, Daddy, 
Papa, brother, and uncle. He uncon-
ditionally loved his family deeply and 
dearly.
Jr. is preceded in death by his wife, fa-
ther, mother, and two sisters. Left to 
cherish his memory are his daughters, 
Cathy Kaye Brooks, Keith Brooks son-
in-law and Terri Ann Caskey, Scott 
Caskey son-in-law, grandchildren Ni-
cole Ward, Aaron Ward, and Thomas 

Dentist works across seas 
with Operation Smile

K. Caskey, great grandchildren Gavin 
and Autumn Collattand sister Dorothy 
Ann Grunden.
Jr. loved life itself and celebrated ev-
ery day of his life positively and al-
ways looked for the best in everything.  
He encouraged everyone around him 
to live their life to the fullest and to 
always pray and walk in the light of 
our precious Savior. He will be deep-
ly missed by his family; however, 
his place is now with our Savior and 
Snooky, his wife along with numerous 
furbabies.
The family received friends from 5:00 
pm to 7:00 pm on Thursday, February 
24, 2022 at Brown’s Memorial Fu-
neral Home. Graveside services were 
held at 10:00 am on Friday, Febru-
ary 25, 2022 at Oak Grove Memorial 
Gardens, 1413 E. Irving Boulevard in 
Irving

H. T. Dodson, Jr. (Jr) 

Board members for the Hispanic Chamber of Commerce /Photo by Grace Reyes
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CITY OF IRVING
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ISSUE CERTIFICATES OF OBLIGATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Irving, Texas (the 
“City”), will meet at the City Council Chambers, 825 W. Irving Blvd., Irving, Texas, 
at 7:00 p.m., on the 21st day of April, 2022 (unless alternative meeting arrange-
ments are required to address public health concerns, which meeting arrangements 
will be specified in the notice of such meeting posted in accordance with applicable 
law), which is the time and place tentatively set for the passage of an ordinance and 
such other action as may be deemed necessary to authorize the issuance of the 
City’s Combination Tax & Revenue Certificates of Obligation, Series 2022 (the “Cer-
tificates”), in the maximum aggregate principal amount not to exceed $20,000,000, 
payable from the levy of a direct and continuing ad valorem tax against all taxable 
property within the City sufficient to pay the interest on this series of Certificates as 
due and to provide for the payment of the principal thereof as the same matures, 
as authorized by Chapter 271, Subchapter C, Texas Local Government Code, as 
amended, and from all or a part of the surplus revenues of the City’s waterworks and 
sewer system, such pledge of surplus revenues being limited to $1,000, bearing in-
terest at any rate or rates not to exceed the maximum interest rate authorized by law, 
as shall be determined within the discretion of the City Council of the City at the time 
of issuance of the Certificates, and maturing over a period not to exceed forty (40) 
years from the date of issuance, for the purposes of evidencing the indebtedness of 
the City for all or any part of the costs associated with(i) the design, development, 
construction and acquisition of drainage improvements and facilities within the City, 
including the acquisition of land therefor; and (ii) professional services incurred in 
connection with item (i) and (iii) to pay the costs incurred in connection with the issu-
ance of the Certificates. The estimated combined principal and interest required to 
pay the Certificates on time and in full is $25,809,000.  Such estimate is provided for 
illustrative purposes only, and is based on an assumed interest rate of approximately 
2.44%.  Market conditions affecting interest rates vary based on a number of factors 
beyond the control of the City, and the City cannot and does not guarantee a par-
ticular interest rate associated with the Certificates. As of the date of this notice, the 
aggregate principal amount outstanding of tax-supported debt obligations of the City 
is $546,000,000.  Based on the City’s expectations, as of the date of this notice, the 
combined principal and interest required to pay all of the outstanding tax-supported 
debt obligations of the City on time and in full is $717,895,783.  

WITNESS MY HAND AND THE OFFICIAL SEAL OF THE CITY, this 24th day of 
February 2022.
Shanae Jennings - City Secretary

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10551

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0062
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE NICHOLS PARK 2 ADDITION, LOCATED AT 250 WEST HOLLAND 
DRIVE FROM R-6 “SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL” TO S-P-2 (R-6) “GENERAL-
IZED SITE PLAN – SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENTIAL”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL 
CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A 
CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PRO-
VIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10553

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0070
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE MUSTANG CROSSING BUSINESS PARK ADDITION AND THE JDA 
VALLEY VIEW ADDITION, LOCATED AT 2430 AND 2450 VALLEY VIEW LANE 
FROM C-C “COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL”, S-P-2 (C-C) “GENERALIZED SITE 
PLAN – COMMUNITY COMMERCIAL” AND PARKING LOT, STATE HIGHWAY 183 
OVERLAY DISTRICT AND STATE HIGHWAY 161 OVERLAY DISTRICT TO S-P-2 
(ML-20) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – LIGHT INDUSTRIAL” AND STATE HIGH-
WAY 161 OVERLAY DISTRICT; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDING-
LY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10555

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0078
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF 
THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND 
OUT OF THE PUROLATOR ADDITION 1ST REVISION, THE CENTURY CENTER 
REVISED ADDITION, AND THE CENTURY CENTER 2ND INSTALLMENT RE-
VISED AND 3RD INSTALLMENT ADDITION, LOCATED AT 3300 CENTURY CIR-
CLE FROM C-W “COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE”, S-P-2 (C-W) “GENERALIZED 
SITE PLAN – COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE” INCLUDING FOOD PROCESSING, 
AND S-P-1 (C-W) “DETAILED SITE PLAN – COMMERCIAL WAREHOUSE” FOR 
MANUFACTURING PLANT AND FOOD PROCESSING TO S-P-2 (ML-20) “GEN-
ERALIZED SITE PLAN – LIGHT INDUSTRIAL”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CON-
DITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE 
ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR 
CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A 
PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10556

ZONING CASE NO. ZC21-0079
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE 
OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF 
LAND OUT OF THE ANTON KUHN SURVEY, ABSTRACT NO. 728, LOCATED 
AT 1015 WEST AIRPORT FREEWAY, SUITE 101 FROM C-OU-2 “COMMERCIAL 
OUTDOOR 2” AND STATE HIGHWAY 183 OVERLAY DISTRICT TO S-P-2 (C-OU-2) 
“GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – COMMERCIAL OUTDOOR 2” AND STATE HIGH-
WAY 183 OVERLAY DISTRICT; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND 
REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDING-
LY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT 
RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, 
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, 
TEXAS, on February 24, 2022.

RICHARD H. STOPFER - MAYOR
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary
APPROVED AS TO FORM: Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

PROPERTY FOR SALE

EMPLOYMENT

50% interest in house for sale. 972.358.0542 South Irving location

Coppell

LEGAL NOTICE

The annual audit of the City of Coppell, Texas for the year ended September 30, 
2021 has been completed and an Annual Comprehensive Financial Report has been 
issued. The Annual Comprehensive Financial Report is available for review at the 
Cozby Library and Community Commons, 177 North Heartz Road, Coppell, Texas, 
and at the City Secretary’s Office, 255 Parkway Blvd., Coppell, Texas.

A summary of the Financial Report is presented below:

Governmental Funds:

Revenues:

Taxes, Penalties, and Interest
Licenses, Fees and Permits
Intergovernmental
Charges for Services
Fines and Forfeitures
Investment Earnings
Contributions
Miscellaneous

Total Revenues

Expenditures:

General Government
Public Safety
Public Works
Culture and Recreation
Debt Service
Capital Outlay

Total Expenditures

Other Financing Sources (Uses):

Proceeds from Sale of Capital Assets
Issuance of Debt
Payment to Refunded Bond Escrow Agent
Premium on Debt Issued
Transfer In 
Transfer Out
Total Other Financing Sources (Uses)

Proprietary Funds:
  
Operating Revenues
Operating Expenses
Non-Operating Revenues
Non-Operating Expenses

$ 105,675,037
2,404,692
4,516,242
6,999,357

915,745
(369,420)

52,613
856,542

$ 121,050,808

$    12,378,748
28,110,450
11,822,573
13,413,683
12,237,688
20,760,931

$   98,724,073

$         993,241
23,200,000
(9,145,000)

2,132,964
9,077,743

(10,594,182)
$    15,664,766

  
$   26,614,575

22,716,679
113,432

2,077,508

LEGAL NOTICE

Application has been made with the Texas Alcoholic Beverage Commission for Wine 
and Beer Retailer’s Permit( BG) by Le Peep Grill of Irving LLC dba Le Peep Restau-
rant, to be located at 4835 N. O’Conner Blvd Suite100 Irving Tx. 75062. Dallas Coun-
ty
Officers of said corporation LePeep’s Grill of Irving LLC are Michael S. Anderson, 
President

REQUEST FOR BID

The City of Coppell is accepting bids for #Q-0322-03 CLEANING AND JANITORIAL 
SERVICES   Specifications may be obtained from Bidsync.com. Bids can be sub-
mitted until 2:00 p.m.  CST Tuesday, March 22, 2022, at the Procurement Services 
Office at Coppell Town Center, at which time they will be publicly opened.  A Manda-
tory Pre-Bid meeting, which includes a virtual environment, will be held at 2:00 p.m. 
CST, Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at the City of Coppell, 255 Parkway Blvd, Coppell, 
TX  75019. 

Mandatory Pre-Bid meeting – Tuesday, March 8, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_n2UZZILBQ6qQ26yPl07mqQ
Bid Open – Tuesday, March 22, 2022, 2:00 p.m.
Join Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8gACBwUNRhmzYJli-c3fhQ

Senior Storage Engineer/Technical Specialist. Atos IT Solutions and Services Inc. 
Irving, TX. Lead Knowledge Transfer & document for Large Storage Infrastructure. 
BS CS, IT, Engg (any), or rel. 5 yrs exp design & deve info sys, Storage Mgmt, or rel. 
Other exp reqd. Can work remotely or tele. Trav up to 100% at various unanticipated 
client sites in U.S. To apply:  https://atos.net/en/careers. Job
ID 393019

IMCS Group Inc. has multiple openings at multiple levels for the following positions:
Master’s only/equiv.:
Net Developer I (IMNDI22): Create, modify, and test the code, forms, and script that 
allow computer applications to run. Java Developer (IMJD22): Develop and imple-
ment web applications. 
Master’s+6 months exp/equiv.:
Java Developer I (IMJDI22): Java/J2EE, Javascript, JQuery, Struts, Spring, Oracle, 
AJAX, SOAP, CSS, TOAD,  and HTML.
Net Developer II (IMNDII22): ASP. NET, ADO.NET, MVC framework, Visual Studio, 
JavaScript, jQuery, AngularJS, AJAX, HTML, Bootstrap, JSON, SSRS, and SSIS.
Mail resume with job ID # to HR: 9901 East Valley Ranch Parkway, Suite 3020, 
Irving, TX 75063. Unanticipated work site locations throughout U.S. Foreign equiv. 
accepted.

LEGAL

of the challenges we face in a city 
with 256,000 people, and because of 
our business situation, we have over 
250,000 jobs.

“Of those 250,000 jobs, only 
40,000 of those jobs are taken by 
people who live in the city. Over 
200,000 people come into the city 
every day, because they don’t have 
housing here. We need to fill that 
void. Anytime we can come together 
and do a ceremony like today, where 
we’re providing quality housing, it’s 
huge for the city of Irving.”

Stopfer’s enthusiasm for the proj-
ect and what it means for south Ir-
ving and the entire community was 
echoed by two members of the Ir-
ving City Council. 

“It was [originally] going to be a 
gravel pit and a truck stop,” Council-
man Allen Meager said. “Now, we’ll 
have some beautiful homes on this 
side of Irving, a beautiful McDon-
alds next door. It’s really enhancing 
this side of Irving.” 

Councilman Dennis Webb is ec-
static to see this new development 
bring additional housing options to 
the southern sector of Irving. 

“I actually grew up a quarter-mile 
from here,” Webb said. “I’ve watched 
this area be nothing but pastures for 
cows to see now homes coming out 
of the ground [is great]. I was very 
excited to see a McDonald’s, which 
is the beginning of all that could be 
in this area for us.”

Exterior amenities at Aspen 
Square Townhomes will include a 

clubhouse, dog park, kids play area, 
picnic and BBQ area, pool, and walk-
ing trail. Interior amenities include 
ceramic tile floors, granite counter-
tops, home automation, prewired 
audio and security systems, satin 
nickel hardware, and stainless appli-
ances.

The project will be completed in 
four phases with each phase being 
named for an iconic ski area or town 
like Breckenridge, Durango, Taos, 
and Telluride. 

The various amenities being of-
fered to future residents at the site 
and the location being on one of Ir-
ving’s main arterials, Belt Line Road, 
not far from Interstate 30 and other 
highways, make this the sort of proj-
ect the city of Irving wants to collab-
orate with developers and lenders 
on.

“On behalf of city manager [Chris 
Hillman], I want to thank our de-
velopment partners for coming and 
developing in the city of Irving and 
choosing to build houses, which is 
desperately needed,” Philip Sanders, 
assistant city manager, said. “Thank 
you for sticking with us. Thank you 
for working with our development 
team for what is going to be a tre-
mendous, fantastic project for Ir-
ving.”

With utility lines put in before the 
end of 2021, construction can now 
begin on phase one of the project. 
The first residents are expected to 
begin moving in later in 2022. 

By Stephen Hunt
Irving—In most years, the city of 
Irving performs its annual homeless 
count in a single day, and it is done 
outdoors with the help of volunteers 
and members of the Irving Police 
Department. However, due to cold, 
icy weather the week of Feb. 24, a 
second scheduled day of the count, 
and count-related activities were 
shifted indoors and will now take 
place over a 14-day period. 

The count was originally sched-
uled for January 2022 but was re-
scheduled as cases of the Omicron 
strain of the COVID-19 virus surged 
in Dallas County and across the 
DFW Metroplex. 

“We didn’t want volunteers to get 
hurt as well as our drivers or even 
our homeless residents we were sur-
veying,” DeLiza Gierling, communi-
ty development manager for the city 
of Irving, said.

Performing the count is required 
of cities that receive Emergency 
Solutions Grants from the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD). However, the 
counts were not always mandated. 
They were recommended, but be-
came required with the passage of 
the Homeless Emergency Assistance 
and Rapid Transition to Housing 
(HEARTH) Act of 2009. 

“Those grants provide assistance 
for the homeless population in a 
number of ways,” Ashley Miller, 
social services administrator for 
the city of Irving, said. “The annual 
point in time count is a nationwide 
effort, but by region you get to select 
how you conduct your count. 

“Normally, it is a one-night count, 
and everything goes into the system 
at that time. But because of some of 
the obstacles with the weather and 
COVID, this year HUD has allowed 
us to count over a 14-day period. 
We had our main count on the 24th. 
Then, over the next 14 days, our re-
gional homeless outreach team and 
volunteers will go out and survey our 
remaining homeless residents who 
didn’t get counted the night of.”

One core concept of the HEARTH 
Act of 2009 is the continuum of 
care (CoC), a regional and/or local 
planning body, which coordinates 
housing and services for homeless 
individuals and their families. Metro 
Dallas Homeless Alliance (MDHA) 
is the current lead agency in Irving’s 
CoC.

“Our continuum of care is made 
up of many different agencies and 
cities within Dallas County,” Gier-
ling said. “[The MDHA] are the lead 
agency. We work and coordinate 
with them, so we’re all coordinated 
in this area together. We usually do 

it on the same day, so it’s consistent 
and nobody’s trying to double count 
people.”

The 2021 count for Dallas City and 
County, which included Irving, de-
termined there were 4,180 homeless 
households, 4,570 total homeless 
persons with 3,949 of those individ-
uals being over 24. 

Other numbers from last year’s 
count include 3,209 of the homeless 
counted being male compared to 
1,342 being female. Non-Hispanic/
Non-Latino individuals numbered 
4,018 while Hispanic/Latinos num-
bered 552. 

The homeless are easier to locate 
and survey when the weather is cold-
er. 

“It is done in January, so we can 
reach as many homeless residents as 
people, because they tend to go to a 
shelter when it’s cold, or they find a 
place they’re going to be at for that 
night, and it’s a little easier to count,” 
Gierling said. “When it’s warm, peo-
ple are walking around a lot, going 
from one city to the next, being on a 
bus and moving around. The whole 
idea of having it in January is so we 
can capture them more in an emer-
gency shelter situation.”

The week of Feb. 21, Dallas Coun-
ty Judge Clay Jenkins announced 
masks would no longer be required 
except in jails, long-term care fa-
cilities, and in healthcare settings. 
Jenkins also announced the county’s 
threat level had been downgraded 
from red to orange, the second low-
est setting. 

Gierling and her staff are happy to 
see COVID-19 starting to ebb in Ir-
ving and in the county, but admit the 
pandemic had some silver linings for 
helping the local homeless commu-
nity.

“There are a lot of agencies COVID 
has really brought a light onto the 
needs of those residents, so we’ve got 
a lot more willing partners. We’re 
able to expand how much we help 
by partnering with other agencies,” 
Miller said. 

Those new partners are always 
welcome because helping the home-
less requires a team of individuals 
and agencies working together to 
find viable long-term solutions. 

“We can’t do it without our part-
ners, all our non-profits. We all have 
a piece to play in it,” Gierling said. 
“We appreciate their assistance in 
filling the gaps we may not be able to 
fill within the city, because we have 
federal funding. Sometimes there’s 
a lot of red tape on federal funding, 
so we rely on our non-profit part-
ners to help fill in the gaps. They’ve 
stepped up these last couple years 
with COVID.”

Weather affects 
homeless count

Rambler Newspapers are available at these locations:
7-Eleven   Dollar General Kroger

Valero     Walgreens RaceTrac
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Three: the city/states of Vatican City, Monaco and Sin-
gapore
2. Snow White
3. Cumulonimbus
4. Meg, Jo, Beth and Amy
5. Fear of bathing
6. Synapses
7. “General Hospital”
8. Not of sound mind
9. Franklin Roosevelt
10. A cria

* The movie “The Godfather” does 
not contain the words “mafia” or “la 
cosa nostra” because of a deal struck 
between the producer and the mafia.

* Limping became a fad in Victori-
an England when young women ad-
mired the genuine limp of Alexandra 
of Denmark, bride of the Prince of 
Wales, and went around fake limp-
ing (the “Alexandra Limp.”). Shop-
keepers even sold pairs of shoes with 
one high and one low heel!

* The stick -- as in a small tree 
branch -- was inducted into the U.S. 
National Toy Hall of Fame in 2008.

* In 1858, a brawl involving 50 
congressmen broke out on the U.S. 
House floor. It ended when someone 
knocked off a man’s wig, which was 
then accidentally put on backwards, 
causing both sides to laugh and stop 
fighting.

* God and Jesus are the only char-
acters in “The Simpsons” to have five 
fingers on each hand and five toes on 
each foot.

* New Zealand is not part of any 
of the world’s seven recognized con-
tinents but is instead situated upon 
the submerged continent of Zea-
landia.

* Former NASCAR driver Dick 
Trickle drilled a hole in the front of 
his safety helmet and installed ciga-
rette lighters in his race cars so that 

he could smoke while racing. NA-
SCAR permitted it during race cau-
tion periods.

* A startup company called Juic-
ero lost $120 million of investor 
money after customers realized the 
contents they put in their $700 juic-
ing machine, which squeezed bags 
of pre-sliced vegetables into juice, 
could actually be squeezed faster by 
hand.

* In South Korea, children under 
17 are banned from playing online 
games past midnight, which is mon-
itored by their KSSN (Korean Social 
Security Number).

***
Thought for the Day: “To dare is to 

lose one’s footing momentarily. To 
not dare is to lose oneself.” -- Soren 
Kierkegaard

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.
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 Do you know or have 
a passion for design? 
Rambler Newspapers 
is now hiring a part-
time design editor 
to create ads and the 

paper.
For more info call, 
972-970-1992 or 

email
design@ramblernews-

papers.net

DESIGNER
NEEDED

Sales 
Representative 

Wanted
Rambler Newspapers is currently 

seeking outgoing individuals 
who enjoy working closely with 
community business leaders.

For more information call

972-870-1992

SHOP TALK
Continued from Page 1

FUN & GAMES

Rebuilding Lost Muscle

A show of hands: How many of us 
feel that we’ve lost muscle strength 
during the pandemic? Unfortunate-
ly, the answer is that many of us 
have, and we’re going to have to fight 
to get it back.

There we were, with regular work-
out and walking routines, on top of 
all our other daily activities. Along 
came COVID and its “stay home” re-
strictions. There were no more early 
morning walks at the mall, no more 
visits to the gym for weight training, 
no more workout or dance classes 
... not even any Tai Chi at the senior 
center.

And there went our muscle mass.
Getting back to where we were is 

going to be tough ... but we need to 
try.

Here are a few thoughts on re-
building our muscle strength:

¥ Look to YouTube for exercise 
videos designed for seniors. You’ll 
find thousands: seated exercises, 
workouts at home, walking work-
outs, low impact, beginners and so 
many more. 

¥ Sit in a kitchen chair and stand 
up. Sit down again. Stand up. Repeat 
10-12 times.

¥ Invest in hand weights (order 
them from Amazon and they’re de-
livered right to your door). Don’t kid 
yourself and assume you’re ready to 
wield a pair of 10-pound weights. 
Start small with 2-pound weights. 
If you need to order heavier ones, 
again, be cautious and don’t jump up 
more than 1-2 pounds. Try increas-
ing the number of repetitions day by 
day. If necessary, use 1-gallon plas-
tic jugs (one in each hand), partially 
filled with water, as weights.

¥ If you have stairs in your home, 
use them to help your leg muscles. 
Increase the number of times you go 
up and down each day.

Take it easy, especially at the be-
ginning, but be persistent. Some of 
us are going to have to fight hard to 
rebuild the muscle mass we’ve lost.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Another blast of arctic weather 
was expected any minute and Da-
vid, the project manager for the 
tiny homes in the Veterans Village, 
pushed the trades to bring all three 
homes under roof before the storm 
hit. Everyone hustled, knowing that 
lunch would be provided as soon as 
they finished their part of the work.

Sarge stood in the coffee shop 
kitchen talking to one of the veter-
ans employed as a carpenter assis-
tant, who basically carried, toted and 
measured. 

“Can you put together some burg-
ers and coffee for the guys coming 
in?” Sarge asked. “Nothing fancy, 
just hot food.”

“That I can,” the carpenter said 
and got to work pulling ingredients 
out of the cabinets and fridge.

David blew through the back door, 
looking for his lost employee. Sarge 
explained: burgers, coffee, hungry 
guys.

David nodded and stood watching 
his carpenter expertly flip burgers, 
add a pinch of cinnamon to the cof-

Hidden Talent Found 
in Veterans Village

1. GEOGRAPHY: How many 
countries are also cities?

2. MOVIES: Which character was 
the first princess in a Disney movie?

3. WEATHER: What kind of cloud 
produces rain, thunder and light-
ning?

4. LITERATURE: What were the 
names of the four daughters in “Lit-
tle Women”?

5. PSYCHOLOGY: What fear is 
represented by the condition called 
“ablutophobia”?

6. ANATOMY: What are the gaps 
between nerve cells called?

7. TELEVISION: Which long-run-
ning, daytime soap opera is set in 
Port Charles, New York?

8. LANGUAGE: What does the 
Latin phrase “non compos mentis” 
mean in English?

9. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which 
president introduced the Social Se-
curity program?

10. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is 
a young llama called?

* Sometimes, despite the cold 
weather outside, we’re still looking 
for an icy treat inside. In my family’s 
dessert experiments, we’ve come up 
with some doozies, but here’s one 
you may not have tried: If you put 
popsicles in the blender, the creamy 
result tastes just like yummy sher-
bet. -- JoAnn

* If your lunchbox could be fresh-
er, here’s a tip from S.W. in Texas: 
Spray a piece of bread with vinegar 
and zip it up in your lunchbox over-
night to clear out smells.

* “You don’t need to buy a special 
brush to get at high ceilings and sky-
lights: Simply cover a broom with a 
pillowcase to clean cobwebs off the 
ceiling. To clean a skylight, cover 
a mop with a double layer of paper 
towels or newspaper, and secure 
with clips. Spray the paper with win-
dow cleaner and heft it up!” -- M.E. 
in Arkansas

* “Here are two more uses for or-
ange peels: Remove all labels and 
hard parts of the peels. Toss orange 
peels in a quart Mason jar. When 
full, fill with vinegar and set in warm 
place for two weeks. Strain into spray 
bottle, then discard peels. Makes an 
excellent disinfectant and ant killer. 
Or, dry orange peels. When crisp-
dry, break into pieces and toss in a 
blender, then blend to a powder. Put 
in airtight container to sprinkle on 
fruit salads or use for orange zest.” 
-- B.C. in New Hampshire

* Pinprick hole in your rubber 
glove? Put the glove on and paint the 

fee pot and create a crudite platter 
with three different dips. “He looks 
pretty darn confident in this kitch-
en,” David whispered to Sarge. “No-
tice that?”

Sarge called out to the carpenter 
veteran. “Son, what was your MOS 
in the Army?”

The veteran turned and smiled, 
spatula in hand. “MOS 92G, sir,” he 
said. “Culinary Specialist.”

David scratched his head. “Then 
what are you doing working as a car-
penter assistant?”

“Taking care of my family,” the 
carpenter replied as he moved a 
burger onto a toasted bun. “I got two 
kids. Moved here and didn’t know 
anybody. You had a job. I needed 
one.”

Sarge pulled out his phone, tap-
ping numbers. “I got a cook here,” he 
said when the call was answered, “in 
the guise of a junior wanna-be assis-
tant carpenter. How much could this 
boy be making at your restaurant? 
He’s Army trained, so he’ll need a 
good salary ...”

Ten minutes later, Sarge came 
back down the stairs and handed the 
carpenter a piece of paper. “You got 
an interview tomorrow for sous chef 
... whatever that is.”

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

hole with nail polish. It’ll seal up a 
small hole, making the glove usable 
again.

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 

time Irving residents. 
“It’s more than one person who 

starts any initiative,” Spivey said. 
“It’s more than one person who 
has any success with any initiative. 
There’s a proverb that says you want 
to go somewhere fast, you go alone. 
But if you want to go somewhere far, 
you go together.”

Toni Brinker, founder and CEO 
of One Community USA, discussed 
Shop Talk’s accomplishments.  

“You cannot build a neighborhood 
unless you can bring the citizens 
and our first responders together in 
programs where you can talk things 
out, discuss issues people can learn 

from,” Brinker said. “When you get 
through with the talking, that’s when 
the work begins. 

“We have been asked to bring 
Shop Talk to St. Louis, Ferguson, 
Chicago, Philly, Baltimore, Atlan-
ta, LA, and Phoenix. Creating safe 
neighborhoods can only happen 
when people come together with the 
common goal of working together 
and creating unity, building trust, 
and in some cases, rebuilding bridg-
es of trust. We’re here to help on all 
sides, to make this a better country; 
because I love it, and I know you do 
too. Our children deserve a better 
world.”

Irving—The University of Dallas 
is proud to announce a partnership 
between the Satish & Yasmin Gupta 
College of Business and American 
Airlines, one of the nation’s premier 
airline carriers. While continuing 
to broaden the university’s existing 
partnerships around Dallas/Fort 
Worth and across the country, the 
partnership agreement enables the 
college to advance its mission to 
prepare students in a wide variety 

University of Dallas partners with American Airlines
of management specialties, serving a 
range of industries.

“We are proud to welcome Ameri-
can Airlines as a University of Dallas 
Corporate Partner,” Gupta College 
of Business dean Brett J. L. Landry 
said. “Their commitment to the suc-
cess of their employees along with 
our commitment to prepare stu-
dents to become principled business 
leaders makes our partnership a nat-
ural fit. We look forward to serving 

AA employees seeking to further 
their education in our joint pursuit 
of excellence.”

Through this agreement, all 
American Airlines employees and 
their dependents will be eligible for 
tuition benefits when enrolling at the 
University of Dallas. Benefits can be 
applied to undergraduate and grad-
uate degrees in the Gupta College of 
Business as well as continuing edu-
cation programs in the college’s Cen-

ter for Executive Education.
American Airlines joins a premier 

list of university corporate partners, 
including Southwest Airlines, As-
socia, Bank of America, Parkland, 
Michaels, Holmes Murphy, Verizon 
and CHRISTUS Health. 

“We are proud to partner with 
American Airlines to offer their em-
ployees and family members unpar-
alleled educational opportunities,” 
University of Dallas’ director of Cor-

porate Relations and Partnerships 
Rebecca Almanza said. “American 
Airlines is known for caring for peo-
ple on life’s journey, and we couldn’t 
be more delighted to contribute to 

such a transformative journey and 
welcome AA team members into our 
classrooms.”

SOURCE University of Dallas

Irving—Keep Irving Beautiful 
(KIB) invites the public to participate 
in the “Don’t Mess with Texas Trash-
Off,” our state’s signature event of 
the “Great American Cleanup,” the 
nation’s largest community im-
provement program. Irving’s event 
is scheduled for 9 a.m. to noon, Sat-
urday, April 2 at Trinity View Park, 
2221 E. State Highway 356.  

KIB to host Texas Trash-Off
KIB will provide cleanup sup-

plies and lunch following the event. 
Volunteers of all ages are welcome. 
Persons 17-years-old and younger 
must be accompanied by a parent or 
guardian.

Additionally, the event also will in-
clude a canned food drive to benefit 
Crisis Ministries of Irving Food Pan-
try. Volunteers who donate canned 

food items will receive a KIB T-shirt, 
while supplies last.

Volunteers are asked to register 
online at www.keepirvingbeautiful.
org by March 25.  Registration will 
close when all slots are filled.

In addition to the Trinity View 
Park event, KIB is also offering a 
virtual option. Volunteers are asked 
to choose a safe location, conduct 

their own cleanups, then report via 
their social media pages. Using the 
hashtag #IrvingTrashOff2022, par-
ticipants should post pictures on 
Facebook, Instagram or Twitter, and 
include the number of volunteers, 
total hours, as well as the number 
bags of trash and/or recyclables col-
lected.

SOURCE Keep Irving Beautiful
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EPIC PLUNGE
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“It’s frigid cold,” Colon said. “It’s, 
like, Titanic cold.

“[In the future] I would probably 
bring a few more people to struggle, 
to go through it with me.” 

“[PlayGrand Adventures] is totally 
different [from] any other city park,” 
Phil Harris, a park planner with the 
Grand Prairie Parks, Arts, and Rec-
reation Department, said. “Matter of 
fact, it’s different [from] most parks 
in the U.S.”

There are several accommoda-
tions in the park, which make it 
more accessible for visitors. Play-
Grand uses rubber as a groundcover, 
which makes it easier for someone 
in a wheelchair to get around the 
playground. There is also a wheel-
chair-accessible swing.

“You roll your wheelchair up in 
the swing,” Harris said. “You anchor 
it, and somebody can swing you. A 

lot of those folks never have experi-
enced that at all.”

Harris has even seen high school 
students in wheelchairs who were 
excited to use this park. Harris is 71 
and still enjoys PlayGrand, proving 
it is also accessible for people of any 
age.

“[If] I like to play, you can like to 
play too,” Harris said. “For every-
body. All ages, all abilities.”

By Arden Terry
Irving—The I AM A MAN: Pho-
tographs of the Civil Rights Move-
ment, 1960–1970 exhibit opens a 
window on the past in the first floor 
of the Irving Archives and Museum 
through March 16. 

“This traveling exhibition has 
been adapted from an exhibition 
originally produced for the Pavillon 
Populaire in Montpellier, France, by 
the Center for Study of the American 
South at the University of North Car-
olina at Chapel Hill,” Clare Hulfish, 
education and program manager 
for the Irving Archives & Museum 
(IAM), said. “Southern folklorist, 
author, and curator, William Ferris, 
and his research team sought out 
photos taken in the heat of the civil 
rights movement by activists or local 
news photographers who document-
ed history taking place before their 
eyes.

“The exhibition takes its name, 
“I AM A MAN,” from the slogan of 
the sanitation workers’ strike Martin 
Luther King, Jr., was supposed to 
lead the day after he was assassinat-
ed 50 years ago. Dr. King and other 
civil rights leaders relied on the pow-
er of photographs to persuade and 
to motivate change during the civil 
rights movement.

“I AM A MAN: Photographs of 
the Civil Rights Movement, 1960–
1970 displays a wide range of pho-
tographs taken by amateurs, local 
photojournalists, and internation-
ally known photographers. Togeth-
er, they provide a vivid visual story 
of the evolution of the civil rights 
movement and shed light on the 
movement’s integration in the daily 
living in the American South.

“Within the history of photogra-
phy, images of the civil rights’ move-
ment mark a special body of work,” 
Hulfish said. “These photographs 
bear witness to the region’s past, 
to its people, and to the places that 

shaped their lives. The photographs 
featured in the exhibition convey the 
truth of the era, showing the courage 
of protestors who faced unimag-
inable violence and brutality with 
the quiet determination of elders 
and the angry commitment of the 
young.

“Viewers of the exhibition will rec-
ognize the photographs of protestors 
who carried signs with messages like 
“I Am A Man” or sat at segregated 
lunch counters as iconic images as-
sociated with the movement. Other 
photographs presented in the exhi-
bition have rarely been seen until 
now. Key events include James Mer-
edith’s admission to the University 
of Mississippi, Ku Klux Klan gather-
ings, the Selma Montgomery March 
in Alabama, the sanitation workers’ 
strike in Memphis, Martin Luther 
King’s funeral, the Poor People’s 
Campaign, and the Mule Train.”

Hulfish said these photographs 
are an excellent tool for educating 
visitors on the Civil Rights Move-
ment and can help people under-
stand the issues we face today.

“These photographs were taken 
fifty years ago, but remain relevant 
today,” Hulfish said. “They remind 
us of the brave sacrifices that were 
made to secure the enforcement of 
civil rights for African Americans. 
The decade was a pivotal moment 
that both marks change, and also re-
minds us how far we have to go. 

“The photographs in I Am A Man: 
Civil Rights Photographs in the 
American South, 1960–1970 remind 
us of their enduring resonance today 
and beyond as future generations 
continue to fight for justice for all 
humankind.”

According to Hulfish the exhibit 
has been a great success. She even 
mentioned how one particular vis-
itor was moved by their experience 
viewing the photographs.

“We are thrilled to have this exhi-
bition at IAM to share with the com-
munity. A visitor reflecting on the 
exhibit stated, ‹It is beautiful to see 
the power and spirit my ancestors 
had. No matter how hard they were 
pushed to stop they persevered. 
They were determined to make a 

change. We are such strong people 
with even stronger history and spir-
it.’ I loved seeing that shown through 
the exhibit,” Hulfish said.

structor answered questions as vis-
itors held various types of weapons 
to get a feel for which ones they were 
comfortable with. 

In 2009, Karen Butler start-
ed Shoot Like A Girl to introduce 
women to shooting sports through 
a unique interactive experience. The 
organization’s original focus was on 
archery before firearms were added 
several years later. 

During the organization’s 2021 
Home of the Brave Tour, over 2,800 
guests were exposed to shooting 
sports with 60 percent being new 
participants, 69 percent becoming 
more active in shooting sports, and 
96 percent leaving with an improved 
or positive attitude about firearms. 

“Our whole purpose is having la-
dies hit the target and get that ex-
citement,” said Dub Fincher, a Shoot 
Like A Girl instructor from Walters, 
Oklahoma. “We’re changing lives 
one shot at a time. We are an intro-

duction to shooting sports: archery, 
a compound bow, pistols, and rifle, 
an AR-15, which we shoot inside.”

A sister organization, Hunt Like A 
Girl, takes women on hunting trips 
with certified instructors including 
Irving resident Melanie Bolke, an 
event manager for the organization. 

The organization’s goal is to plant 
a seed of interest in shooting sports, 
an initial spark that will hopefully 
turn into something bigger like a 
new hobby.

“The most rewarding part are the 
smiles and excitement the ladies 
get,” Fincher said. “We had a lady 
come this morning who had gone to 
the range with her husband. He gave 
her a firearm which had recoil, and it 
really scared her. She was really ap-
prehensive. 

“Her husband came in with her, 
and we asked her to shoot. We had 
her husband shoot first, so she could 
see it, hear it. He shot and then she 

said OK, I can do this. She was sweat-
ing, nervous, but she conquered that 
fear. She shot once and hit a bulls-
eye. It was pretty amazing.”

Fincher is a pistol instructor, pro-
viding pointers on proper stance, 
grip, and lining up sights before 
slowly pressing the trigger to hit the 
target. 

Being exposed to shooting sports 
is only the beginning for many who 
visit the trailer. After determining 
which firearm is a good fit, Finch-
er and her fellow instructors advise 
participants to find a local range and 
shoot to become more familiar with 
the sport. 

“We say go to the range and rent 
[what they choose],” Fincher said. 
“Rent it, shoot it and make sure you 
still love it after you shoot it. We 
really focus in on the safety for the 
family, too. It’s overall a super fun, 
exciting, really encouraging experi-
ence.”

SHOOTING
Continued from Page 1

Exhibit reflects Civil Rights struggle
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