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By Arden Terry
Irving—Fen Con XVIII, a science 
fiction and fantasy literature, and 
music convention; took place at the 
Sheraton DFW Airport Hotel in Ir-
ving, Sept. 16-18. 

“We get the fans and authors to-
gether,” Robyn Winan, program-
ming chair of Fen Con, said. “We try 
to do a mix of science fiction as well 
as fantasy. 

“We create a programming track; 
it consists of panels based on a va-
riety of topics. Some of the panels 

ard said. “I think that’s how it’s sup-
posed to be. You see here [at the U.S. 
Open], it’s a world-class line-up. 

“Normally, we go to races where 
it’s not all the best people in the 
world who are together and racing 
for the big prize-money purse. We 
see that here, and I think that’s what 
we’ve been missing because we want 
to go head to head with the best guys 
in the world.”

In the end, Australia’s Ashleigh 
Gentle won the pro women’s race. 

Collin Chartier won the pro men’s, 
the first major championship of his 
career. 

“I believed I had a chance of win-
ning today,” Chartier said. “I knew 

Fierce competitors meet in U.S. Open Triathlon
By Bubba Frank
Irving—The Professional Triath-
letes Organization (PTO) hosted the 
U.S. Open Triathlon at Levy Event 
Plaza on Lake Carolyn, Sept. 17-18. 

The professional women’s race 
took place on Saturday, and the pro-
fessional men’s race took place on 
Sunday, both of which were 100k; 2k 

swim, 80k bike, 18k run. Olympians 
and other world-class athletes filled 
the field in both races. 

Shorter amateur events for both 
men and women were also held. 

Four-time Olympic gold medalist 
sprinter and Dallas native, Michael 
Johnson, was a special guest of the 
PTO. Though his specialty is short 

distances, Johnson spoke about how 
talented some of the triathletes are.

“Some of these stats and some of 
the things I’ve heard these triathletes 
have done,” Johnson said. “I think 
that story deserves to be told, and it’s 
why I’m so interested in what [they] 
are doing here. Sports have the abil-
ity to bridge gaps, inspire young 

people to live a healthy and active 
lifestyle, even if they don’t ultimate-
ly become a professional. Inspiring 
the next generation to be involved in 
sports, to find a sport that truly in-
spires them, is really important. It’s 
important to have those superstars 
at the top young kids can look up to 
and aspire to be like. Kids playing 
basketball want to be LeBron, and 
every sport needs that LeBron, that 
Lionel Messi, or Serena Williams. 
The person who will inspire the 
next generation, because they see 
those athletes who are the best in the 
world.”

For Lionel Sanders, inspiring fu-
ture generations is what the PTO is 
all about.

“Of course, I love competition. I 

love exercising,” Sanders said. “But 
inspiring others to feel that same 
love. Triathlon, I do truly believe, 
saved my life. Exercise, endurance, 
is an outlet for me, for my mental 
health. 

“I know endurance sports can 
positively affect the entire world, 
and can affect everyone and anyone. 
Getting that message out there, is an 
extremely large driving force for me, 
undoubtedly.”

Daniel Baekkegard explained how 
exciting his 6th PTO is for him.

“The fact we can actually call this 
a professional sport for the first time 
in the history of triathlon with the 
way the PTO is doing races, setting 
things up, [getting] media attention 
from all over the world,” Baekkeg-

Bowl-A-Thon supports 
Family Advocacy Center

Fen Con XVIII offers fans 
unique experiences

are like a writing workshop. We also 
have tracks on pop culture.”

“We bring in musicians. Some of 
them may be nationally known mu-
sicians that do various conventions, 
and we put on concerts.”

Winan spoke about the origin of 
Fen Con.

“A number of folks got together, 
many of whom had been involved 
in other conventions,” Winan said. 
“They wanted to create something 
for Dallas area fans and bring in au-
thors and noted scientists.” 

Ruth Cruise was in charge of regis-
tration for Fen Con. 

“Fen Con is a nonprofit run by 
Dallas Futures Society,” Cruise said. 
“Our convention does a charity auc-
tion as part of the art show, and we 
do charity prints.

“We have a toastmaster who is 
usually involved in science fiction. 
We have a science guest of honor. 
We have a musical and artist guest of 
honor. We do not repeat our guests 

of honor. The toastmaster introduc-
es the guests at opening ceremonies 
in his keynote speech.”

This year’s guests of honor were 
author Larry Correia, the band The 
Faithful Sidekicks, cosplayer Bill 
Necessary, artists the Shiflett Broth-
ers, neuroscientist Dr. Robert E. 
Hampson, and the toastmaster was 
author Dr. Charles E. Gannon. 

Author Dusty Rainbolt launched 
her new book at the convention.

“I have a new book called Ghost 
Cats 2: More Afterlife Encounters 
with Feline Spirits,” Rainbolt said. 
“My day job is writing science books 
on the health and behavior of cats. 
The one coming out now is people’s 
experiences with ghost cats.”

Rainbolt feels participating in Fen 
Con helps her as a writer.

“It helps me as a brand-new au-
thor, and it helps me connect with 

By Ayden Runnels
Irving—The Las Colinas Associ-
ation hosted its 4th annual Bowl-
A-Thon at Pinstack on Thursday, 
Sept. 14. The event raised money 
for the Irving Family Advocacy Cen-
ter (FCA) through donations, ticket 
sales, and a raffle.

A small buffet was provided for 
guests, along with two drink tickets 
and a game card for the arcade. 

More than 20 teams participat-
ed in the Bowl-A-Thon, represent-
ing several local businesses and 
non-profits. 

“We’re building this fundraising 
opportunity for a non-profit associa-
tion,” Candace Emerson, director of 
community relations for Las Colinas 
Association, said. “We’re funding it, 
we’re promoting it, and we’re kind 
of giving them the keys to sell into 
the event. To watch all the pieces fall 
into place, and to watch our partners 
at the FAC take this on and exceed 
all of our expectations with secur-
ing up to five sponsorships has been 
very rewarding all across the board.”

Nexstar presented the FAC with a 
$2,500 check in recognition of the 

center’s efforts in the community. 
“All of the money we’re raising is 

going for direct services,” Melissa 
Harrison, FAC counseling services 
manager, said. “Toward our clients 
and the families, we serve in Irving. 
We’re going to be doing things like 
art therapy, play therapy, group 
therapy; and then also for our vic-
tims, resources. 

“We do a lot of work with all vic-
tims of crime. We also work with 
anybody in Irving, so long as they 

Triathletes begin race with swimming competition. \Photo by Rodney Moore

Fen Con participants do a little shopping. \Photo by Arden Terry.
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Brown’s Memorial Funeral Home
972.254.4242

Fay McFarland O’Steen – June 7, 1936 – Sept 19, 2022
Kim Hinds West -  March 6, 1968 – Sept 17, 2022

Steve Spradlin – Oct 8, 1953 – Sept 16, 2022
Richard “Dick” Bischofhausen – March 3, 1928 – Sept 17, 2022

Life Tributes
DEATH NOTICES

people who read my books. I think 
it’s a wonderful place to go, whether 
you’re a fan, an aspiring author, or 
an established author,” she said.

“I’m here talking about my books,” 
author Kathryn Sullivan said. “I’ve 
been writing for a long time.

“[Fen Con is] usually very fun, and 
I’ve got relatives who live in the area. 
It gives me an opportunity to keep 
advertising my books and talk about 
writing.”

“[The North Texas Troublemakers 
is] a co-op of artists and authors who 
help each other,” author C.V. Walter 
said. “We’re all independent writers, 
but we trade information back and 
forth, help each other and make sure 
we all have a good meal once a week.

“We have a podcast twice a week. 
A lot of fans are able to put faces to 
the names and interact with their fa-
vorite authors. I know we’ve sold lots 
of books and art.”

Fen Con is unique, according to 
Walter.

“Part of it is that it’s local. It has a 
very Texas feel to it, and it’s a won-
derful smaller convention,” Walter 
said. “We know everyone here. Ev-
eryone is super friendly. It’s a lot of 
fun.

“My first panel was, ‘What’s Hot 

in Your Reading List?’ It was about 
what I was reading now. [There was 
a] full room and audience participa-
tion. It was fantastic. I haven’t had a 
bad panel yet.”

New authors were also welcome 
at Fen Con.

“I am helping my dad promote his 
very first book, Lawyer to the Stars, 
and his anthology of short stories,” 
Katie Jackson said. “Fen Con is 
wonderful. There are so many nice 
people.

“My dad is a new author, and he 
has had nothing but a good time 
here. It’s been the most wonderful 
experience I could ever hope for my 
dad.”

A number of visual artists bene-
fitted from the exposure offered by 
Fen Con.

“I’m selling my artwork and try-
ing to get my name out there,” Alex 
Chappell said. “I’ve never been to a 
sci-fi con. 

“There are more eyes on my stuff 
than I would normally get.”

“I’m here selling my wares,” Bec 
Chavarria said. “I specialize in cus-
tom stationery and tiny things. I 
think it helps me as an artist.

“You talk to so many interesting 
people and meet the different au-

By Grace Aguayo 
Irving—The city of Irving hosted a 
fiesta to celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month in the South Irving Library 
on Sat. Sept 17. The event included 
live music from a mariachi band, 
snacks, activities for the kids and 
complimentary paletas. 

“We’re inviting all the families to 
come and see our cultural heritage 
by creating crafts themed to the 
Hispanic culture like tissue flowers, 
sombreros, and other crafts too,” 

host Lupe Gandara said. “I’m hoping 
people have a great time as a family 
and as a community.

“It’s exciting to see the community 
participate in our program.”

The kids were given an activity 
book about Hispanic culture.

“We also put a bookmark that in-
forms the kids which books they can 
check out [about Hispanic culture],” 
Gandara said. 

Lynette Roberson is the new li-
brary director for the Irving Public 

Libraries.
“This is my first major event,” 

Roberson said. “It’s a wonderful 
event for the community. I’m excit-
ed and impressed by the number of 
people who have come today. It’s an 
annual event, and it seems like it gets 
bigger and better every year.

“I love the mariachi bands. They’re 
fantastic. Just seeing the crowd here, 
enjoying themselves, the crafts ev-
eryone is doing, and knowing how 
much work the staff put into making 

this event so much fun and such a 
success for everyone.

“I love these types of programs for 
the community. They come in and 
enjoy everything the library has to 
offer and learn about our resources 
and services we provide.”

“The music is nice and good com-
pany,” guest Edith Teemant said. “A 
little bit of crafts for the children. The 
event is really well put [together].”

“It’s bringing the community to-
gether,” guest Brandon Teeley said. 

Coppell—As a reminder, all Cop-
pell residential and commercial 
properties will see an increase in the 
monthly stormwater fee reflected on 
their October utility bills. This in-
crease, which will go into effect Oct. 
1 is based on Section 9-22-5, Drain-
age Charges of the City of Coppell’s 
Master Fee Schedule. 

The stormwater fee for residen-
tial properties will increase from $3 
to $4 per month and fees for com-
mercial properties will be anywhere 
from $9 to $1,012.50 monthly based 
on square footage of impervious 
(hard, nonporous) surface, such as 

parking lots and driveways. 
Ordinance No. 2001-1070 estab-

lished a stormwater fee for all prop-
erties in Coppell in 2004. Over the 
years, the number of commercial 
properties and drainage infrastruc-
ture increased, but the stormwater 
fee remained the same. In 2018, 
the city of Coppell worked with a 
third-party consultant to conduct 
a comprehensive study of the city’s 
stormwater drainage system to de-
termine maintenance and opera-
tional needs along with associated 
cost. A tiered rate model, which 
gradually increases stormwater fees 

over a 3-year period, was recom-
mended to recuperate the cost to 
maintain and improve the stormwa-
ter system. In March 2020, the City 
Council approved an amendment 
to Ordinance No. 2020-1529 “Mu-
nicipal Drainage Utility Systems” to 
increase the stormwater utility fee 
based on the recommended tiered 
rate model.

All properties contribute to storm 
water runoff and all owners of de-
veloped property in Coppell are 
charged a stormwater fee. Larger, 
commercial properties with more 
impervious surface area contribute 

more runoff than a residential lot. 
The commercial fee is proportion-
ally higher based on square footage 
of hard, nonporous surface, which is 
measured by digitized aerial photog-
raphy. 

The tiered rate model took effect 
Nov. 1 and rates will increase an-
nually through November 2023. If 
you have any questions, contact the 
Public Works Department at 972-
304-3679. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

Stormwater fee increase to
show on October utility bills

thors. I’d call it a hoot. 
“I used to do a lot of anime con-

ventions. Those are usually crowd-
ed, and there are tons of other art-
ists you compete with to gain the 
audience. Here there are craftsmen 
across from someone who sells tea. 
It’s a very nice niche group.”

Brad Foster sells collectibles with 
his art. 

“This year I’ve seen more peo-
ple from out of state, so I’ve had 
a lot of fun conversations,” Foster 
said. “You never know what kind 
of connections you’ll make. There 
are other artists, other writers, and 
other publishers. Sometimes a lot of 
independent writers are looking for 
artists, and for me it’s enjoyable. At 
this point, I can give advice to the 
younger artists.”

Randee Jane Moody attended the 
convention with Star Fleet Interna-
tional. 

“Star Fleet International is cur-
rently the oldest concurrently run-
ning Star Trek fan club in the world,” 
Moody said. “Fen Con has friendly 
people and interesting panels. I went 
to three of the Star Trek panels. The 
presenters were knowledgeable and 
well-informed. They engaged the au-
diences very well.”

Library celebrates Hispanic month
“Its different cultures all mixed into 
one.”

“It’s really fun,” Yaritza Guer-
ra said. “We had a lot of fun being 
here.”

“We’re just enjoying ourselves,” 
Courtney Edet said. “I like the whole 
experience. Some of the women 
dressed up in beautiful outfits. 

“My daughter enjoyed herself. She 
made a little cactus from the arts and 
crafts. Everybody is so friendly and 
welcoming here. It’s so homey.”

Ruby Blackwell wore a traditional 
Mexican dress she fashioned herself.

“I used to perform years ago,” 
Blackwell said. “I made this outfit, 
because I had to learn the Mexican 
hat dance.

“It was nice to have the music and 
have everybody come with their kids. 
They had a lot of things planned for 
them, a lot of coloring. I had not 
heard music like that in a long time.”

Los Angeles—As National Hispan-
ic Heritage Month kicks off, a time 
of celebration, culture and pride, a 
new report by the Cultural Insights 
Impact Measure (CIIM)™, released 
by the Alliance for Inclusive and 
Multicultural Marketing (AIMM) 
shows Hispanics feel more invisi-
ble and stereotyped than any other 
group when it comes to their repre-
sentation in television programs and 
movies.

AIMM’s latest Cultural Inclusion 
Accelerator™ Report Card leverages 
insights gathered by CIIM which has 
become an industry standard used 
by over 160 top brands to evaluate 
viewers’ perceptions of ads based on 
cultural attributes. CIIM tested near-
ly 800 TV shows and movies with 
over 69,000 evaluations of Hispan-
ic viewers. Participants evaluated 

Hispanics feel stereotyped in television, movies
shows and movies based on 10 key 
cultural attributes: cultural values, 
representation, celebrations, pride, 
respect, identification, authenticity, 
unbiased, respect, and positive role 
models.

Key Hispanic findings include:
59 percent of Hispanics said they 

felt invisible or under-represented in 
media.

75 percent said they saw stereo-
typical portrayals in shows and mov-
ies.

Hispanic bilingual media view-
ers are 23 percent more likely than 
White Non-Hispanics to rate con-
tent with a D grade (Culturally De-
ficient).

The pipeline of Latino-themed 
content in English continues to be 
dismal.

Only three networks scored an A 

grade (Culturally Authentic): Uni-
vision, Telemundo, and ESPN, fol-
lowed by 6 networks with a B grade 
(Above Average Culture): VH1, Pea-
cock, CBS, ABC, CW, and NBC.

10 networks scored a C grade (Be-
low Average Culture): Bravo, Fox, 
HBO, YouTube, OWN, FX, Hulu, 
Showtime, Disney+, and BET.

3 streaming platforms: Netflix, 
Prime Video, and Apple TV scored a 
D grade (Culturally Deficient).

The most culturally relevant 
genres are Live Sports, Novelas, 
News, Game Shows, Talk Shows, 
Reality, and Comedy/Drama.

In specifically analyzing Emmy 
nominated shows, AIMM’s Report 
Card also found:

Hispanics are 30 percent more 
likely than White Non-Hispanics to 
rate Emmy nominees with a D grade 

(Culturally Deficient).
Emmy nominees are more likely 

to be grade A (Best-In-Culture) for 
every multicultural segment except 
Hispanic Bilinguals.

The most culturally relevant 
Emmy categories among Hispanic 
Bilinguals are Variety Sketch Series, 
Short Form Comedy/Drama/Vari-
ety Series, and Structured Reality 
Programs.

The entertainment industry has 
a long way to go. During the 72nd 
Annual Primetime Emmys, AIMM 
issued a powerful, award-winning 
PSA called, “Here,” featuring celeb-
rities such as Lin- Manuel Miranda, 
Billy Porter, Daniel Dae Kim, and 
other A list celebrities declaring their 
intention to stay both visible and vo-
cal on-screen to ensure all identities 
are authentically represented.

“While we’re thrilled to see some 
progress made, we are unfortunately 
not surprised by our new findings, 
given we too feel stereotyped and 
underrepresented in the content we 
consume every day,” Lisette Arsua-
ga, co-founder of AIMM, said. “It’s 
time for the industry to see us, see 
me and see all, and we’re committed 
to holding the industry accountable 
to make real change. As a Latina 
woman, I’m tired of being invisible 
on-screen, or seeing Latinos and 
Latinas represented in ways that de-
mean our segment. It’s time to put 
an end to this. As marketers, we have 
the power to invest in programming 
that celebrates us and does not den-
igrate us.”

Overall, according to the Cultural 
Inclusion Accelerator’s tracker, di-
verse audiences (Asian-American, 
Black, Hispanic, Indigenous Com-
munities, LGBTQ+, and People with 
Disabilities) are 20 percent more 
likely to rate content as culturally 
deficient and 26 percent less likely 
to rate content as culturally authen-
tic. Alarmingly, diverse audiences 
are also 1.5 times more likely to see 
stereotypes in content and 1.3 times 
more likely to feel invisible or un-
der-represented, signaling it is time 
for real change to be seen.

The Cultural Inclusion Accelera-

tor Report Card is based on AIMM’s 
proprietary measure tool, CIIM™ 
(Cultural Insight Impact Measure) 
which has tested nearly 800 shows 
and movies, most of which were se-
lected by utilizing the latest Nielsen 
audience composition data, while 
some additional shows/movies 
were included from trade publica-
tion reports based on inclusivity 
and storylines. This ongoing study 
has over 275K individual CIIM Con-
tent evaluations across 7 segments 
(47K Asian, 64K Black, 5K Indige-
nous Communities, 69K Hispanics, 
53K LGBTQ, 60K People with Dis-
abilities, and 84K White Non-His-
panics). Respondents self-selected 
movies and/or shows that they are 
currently watching or have watched. 
From there, respondents were asked 
a series of questions on each of their 
selected shows or movies based on 
10 key cultural attributes:  cultural 
values, representation and celebra-
tions, pride, respect, identification, 
authenticity, unbiased, respect, and 
positive role models. The cultural 
attribute scores are aggregated in 
a proprietary algorithm that deter-
mines their ultimate CIIM cultural 
relevance and score/grade. 

SOURCE ANA’s Alliance for Inclusive 
and Multicultural Marketing (AIMM)
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LEGAL
Coppell

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-1584
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, APPROVING AND ADOPTING 
A BUDGET FOR THE CITY FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 2022, 
AND ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2023; APPROPRIATING THE VARIOUS AMOUNTS RE-
QUIRED FOR SUCH BUDGET; PROVIDING FOR RECORDING OF THE ORDINANCE; 
PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL OF ALL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT; PROVIDING A 
SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-1585
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, LEVYING THE AD VALOREM 
TAXES FOR THE YEAR 2022 AT A RATE OF .518731 PER ONE HUNDRED DOLLARS 
($100) ASSESSED VALUATION ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN THE CORPO-
RATE LIMITS OF THE CITY AS OF JANUARY 1, 2022; TO PROVIDE AN INTEREST 
AND SINKING FUND ON ALL OUTSTANDING DEBTS OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR 
DUE AND DELINQUENT DATES TOGETHER WITH PENALTIES AND INTEREST; AND 
DECLARING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 91500-A-783
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AMENDING THE COMPRE-
HENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE AND MAP OF THE CITY OF COPPELL, TEXAS, AS 
HERETOFORE AMENDED, BY GRANTING A CHANGE IN ZONING FROM PD-250R8-H 
(PLANNED DEVELOPMENT-250 REVISION 8-HISTORIC) TO PD-250R26-H (PLANNED 
DEVELOPMENT-250 REVISION 26-HISTORIC), TO APPROVE A DETAIL SITE PLAN 
FOR A 10,215-SQUARE-FOOT, 2- STORY MIXED-USE BUILDING WITH RETAIL ON 
THE FIRST FLOOR AND TWO RESIDENTIAL UNITS ON THE SECOND FLOOR ON 
0.251 ACRES OF LAND LOCATED AT 767 W. MAIN STREET (LOT 4R, BLOCK D, OLD 
TOWN ADDITION), AND BEING MORE PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A” 
ATTACHED HERETO AND INCORPORATED HEREIN; PRO-VIDING FOR THE AP-
PROVAL OF THE DETAIL SITE PLAN; LANDSCAPE PLAN; BUILDING ELEVATIONS 
AND RENDERINGS, ATTACHED HERETO AS EXHIBITS “B”, “C” AND “D” RESPECTIVE-
LY; PROVIDING FOR DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; PROVIDING A REPEALING 
CLAUSE; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; PRO-VIDING A SAVINGS CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A PENALTY OF FINE NOT TO EXCEED THE SUM OF TWO THOUSAND 
DOLLARS ($2,000.00) FOR EACH OFFENSE; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

LEGAL NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

REGARDING THE PETITION TO DETACH AND ANNEX LEWISVILLE ISD TERRITORY 
INTO COPPELL ISD
(Westhaven Subdivision)

MONDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2022, AT 5:00PM
The Board Hearing/Meeting will begin at 5:00PM with the Board of Trustees in the Board 
Room of the Vonita White Administration Building, 200 S. Denton Tap Road, Coppell, Tex-
as 75019 where a quorum of the Board will be present.  One or more Board Member(s) may 
participate via electronic means. 

Dr. Brad Hunt
Superintendent of Coppell Independent School District

This Notice/Agenda was posted in compliance with the Texas Open Meetings Act and 
Section 13.051 of the Texas Education Code.

TRAINING & CUSTOMER LOYALTY MANAGER: Abbott in Irving, TX seeks qualified 
Training (TRNG) & Customer Loyalty Mgr. Serve as Subject Matter Expert (SME) in plan-
ning, developing & implementing tech product trng programs for customers, employees & 
field support. Bachelors or foreign equiv in Comp Sci/Tech, Eng or in closely rltd tech/eng 
fld of study w/ at least 2 yrs of pro exp in: (i) Developing testing & evaluation procedures for 
effectiveness of trng programs & providing recs for improvement; (ii) researching & propos-
ing effective learning (lrng) solutions, supplies & tech to develop & implement improved ser-
vice trng strategies & trng programs; (iii) maintaining & managing quality process & records 
for trng, incl User Certification, Trng Curriculum & Trng Feedback; (iv) planning different 
types of trng materials, incl eLrng, videos, presentations & guides, to encourage lrng & set 
up hardware (HW) & software (SW) infrastructure to enable hands-on practice in lesson 
plans; (v) planning & prioritizing course content based on trng needs & ensure adherence 
to SW dev life cycle (SDLC) & its principles, incl planning, analysis, design, develop, testing 
& integration,  & maintenance; (vi) using SW-based authoring tools & comp-based apps 
& technologies to create high-quality digital content for enhanced lrng & set up required 
infrastructure for creating simulated trng environment; (vii) designing product demos for 
instructor-led self-paced offline demonstrations; (viii) determining trng methodologies & as-
signing optimal trng models, incl instructor-led, eLrng, on-the-job, simulation, audio-visual 
combo, coaching, mentoring, role-playing, Blended Lrng model, &/or Adult Lrng Methodolo-
gies; (ix) coordinating & delivering projects & trng aid dev by creating & maintaining project 
plans (project backlog, active projects,  asks, priorities, delegation, milestones, etc.); (x) 
tracking & reporting on customer centric feedback, metrics & data using MS Excel, Power 
BI &/or MS PowerPoint; (xi) driving ppl deve & pro growth w/ direct reports; & (xii) Up to 
25% travel req’d.
An EOE. 40 hrs/wk. Respond by mail: Abbott Labs, Attn: Kathleen Ellwanger, 100 Abbott 
Park Rd, Dept. 32RC, Bldg. AP6A, Abbott Park, IL 60064-3500. Refer to
ad code: ABT-00725-KE     

LEGALEMPLOYMENT
Irving

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10644

ZONING CASE NO. ZC22-0048
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – R-3.5

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF 
THE MCLEMORES 2 ADDITION, LOCATED AT 1210 KATY DRIVE FROM R-6 “SIN-
GLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 6” TO R-3.5 “TWO-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 3.5”; DIRECTING 
A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING 
FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A 
PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10645

ZONING CASE NO. ZC22-0049
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF 
THE HENRY CASTER ADDITION, LOCATED AT 521 S. JEFFERSON STREET FROM 
HCD-CMU “HERITAGE CROSSING DISTRICT – CORRIDOR MIXED USE” TO S-P-2 
(HCD-CMU) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – HERITAGE CROSSING DISTRICT – COR-
RIDOR MIXED USE”; PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS 
RELATIVE TO LAND USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL 
ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVER-
ABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10646

ZONING CASE NO. ZC22-0051
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF 
THE WALNUT HILL BUSINESS PARK 12, PHASE 2, 27TH INSTALLMENT ADDITION, 
LOCATED AT 2101 GATEWAY DRIVE FROM C-O “COMMERCIAL OFFICE” AND STATE 
HIGHWAY 161 OVERLAY DISTRICT TO S-P-2 (ML-20A) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN 
– LIGHT INDUSTRIAL 20A” AND STATE HIGHWAY 161 OVERLAY DISTRICT; PRO-
VIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND USE; 
DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE CITY; 
PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS 
CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10649

ZONING CASE NO. ZC22-0056
ZONING CLASSIFICATION – S-P-2

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE COMPREHENSIVE ZONING ORDINANCE OF THE 
CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS NO 2020-10370 BY REZONING A TRACT OF LAND OUT OF 
THE CATALYST 3 IRVING ADDITION, LOCATED AT 3900 WEST AIRPORT FREEWAY 
FROM C-N “NEIGHBORHOOD COMMERCIAL” AND STATE HIGHWAY 183 OVERLAY 
DISTRICT TO S-P-2 (C-N) “GENERALIZED SITE PLAN – NEIGHBORHOOD COMMER-
CIAL” AND STATE HIGHWAY 183 OVERLAY DISTRICT INCLUDING HOTEL USES; 
PROVIDING FOR SPECIAL CONDITIONS AND REGULATIONS RELATIVE TO LAND 
USE; DIRECTING A CHANGE ACCORDINGLY IN THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP OF THE 
CITY; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAV-
INGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-10650

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CITY OF IRVING UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE 
(“UDC”) SECTION 3.2 “AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR” TO CREATE PROVISIONS FOR 
THE OPERATION OF AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR FACILITIES INCLUDING THE 
STORAGE OF VEHICLES HELD FOR REPAIR; AMENDING SECTION 9.3 “DEFINI-
TIONS” TO DELETE AND ADD DEFINITIONS RELATED TO AUTO REPAIR; AMENDING 
SECTION 2.5.2 “NON-RESIDENTIAL LAND USE TABLE” TO IDENTIFY APPROPRIATE 
DISTRICTS FOR AUTO REPAIR; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICT RESOLUTION, A SEV-
ERABILITY CLAUSE, A SAVINGS CLAUSE, A PENALTY, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF IRVING, TEXAS, 
on September 15, 2022. 

Richard H. Stopfer - Mayor
ATTEST: Shanae Jennings - City Secretary/Chief Compliance Officer
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
Kuruvilla Oommen - City Attorney

Vastika Inc. seeks an Application Analyst in Irving, TX & various unanticipated client lo-
cations throughout the US to design, build and configure applications to meet business 
process and application requirements. Apply at jobpostingtoday.com Ref#65370.

FleetPride, Inc. seeks Sr. Software Developer – OMS in Irving, TX. Responsible for  devel-
oping and supporting Sterling OMS. BS in Com Applications or IT (or related) and 7 years 
of exp. Apply:  https://www.fleetpride.com/careers/

Coppell—Participate in local gov-
ernment and give back to the com-
munity by serving on one of the city 
of Coppell’s Boards or Commissions. 
The city is currently seeking passion-
ate individuals to be a part of nine 
Boards and Commissions that help 
guide development, future needs, 
regulations, and more for Coppell. 

Applications will be accepted on-
line at coppelltx.gov/boards through 
Oct. 7 and must be completed before 
this deadline to be considered for 
one or more of the following: 

Animal Services Ad-
visory & Appeals Board 
The purpose and scope of the Animal 

Services Appeals Board is to hear an 
appeal from any citizen concerning 
the denial or revocation of their pet’s 
registration for violation of the or-
dinances pertaining to Animal Ser-
vices. The Board meets when called 
by the Chairperson, upon written 
request of one member of the Board, 
or when requested by City Council. 

Board of Adjustment 
The Board of Adjustment was cre-

ated for the purpose of interpreting 
or modifying zoning regulations in 
particular cases as circumstances 
may require in accordance with state 
law and local ordinances. The board 
has the powers to subpoena witness-

es to hear appeals based on error, 
grant special exceptions and give 
variances. The Board also acts as the 
Building and Standards Commis-
sion and has quasi-judicial authority 
related to substandard housing. The 
Building and Standards commis-
sion is charged with recommending 
Building Codes and amendments for 
adoption, and hearing appeals from 
code interpretations made by the 
Chief Building Official or Fire Mar-
shal. 

Coppell Recreation Development 
Corporation 

The Coppell Recreation Develop-
ment Corporation is charged with 

the responsibility of expending the 
proceeds of the 0.5-cent sales tax in 
accordance with Section 4B for the 
construction and development of 
numerous projects as defined by the 
voter approved proposition and by 
the City Council. 

Economic Development Founda-
tion 

The Economic Development 
Foundation is incorporated for the 
purposes set forth in its Certificate 
of Formation and to support eco-
nomic and community development 
growth in the city of Coppell and its 
extraterritorial jurisdiction. 

Future Oriented Approach to Res-

idential Development (FOARD)  
The Future Oriented Approach to 

Residential Development (FOARD) 
Taskforce evaluates the future needs 
of the community from a residential 
housing perspective. The communi-
ty engagement feedback for the Vi-
sion 2040 Strategic Plan identified a 
need for diverse housing types that 
can accommodate residents of all 
ages, fulfilling the promise of Cop-
pell as a Community for a Lifetime. 
The Board advises the City Council 
and makes recommendations on 
matters related to residential hous-
ing development/redevelopment. 
The Board meets at least quarterly 
on a schedule determined by the 
Board members. 

Library Advisory Board 
The Library Board serves as an Ad-

visory Board to the City Council. The 
Board is responsible for making in-
formed recommendations regarding 
library services and programs and 
for being a citizen interface to library 
staff. The Board meets the second 
Thursday of the month at 7 p.m. 

Parks & Recreation Board
The Parks and Recreation Board 

was created for the purpose of ad-
vising both the City Council and the 
Parks and Recreation Department 
regarding the planning and devel-
opment of park and recreational fa-
cilities, regulations governing their 
use, and recommending an annual 
update to the Parks and Recreation 
Master Plan. The Board meets the 

first Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. and for special sessions as 
needed 

Planning & Zoning Commission 
The Planning and Zoning Com-

mission’s responsibility is to make 
recommendations to the City Coun-
cil regarding land use issues, includ-
ing zoning requests, subdivision 
plats, changes to the Zoning Ordi-
nance, amendments to and updates 
of the Comprehensive Master Plan 
and other items included in the 
physical development of Coppell. 
The Board meets the third Thursday 
of the month at 6:30 p.m. 

Smart City Board  
The Smart City Board evaluates 

the future needs of the community. 
The Board advises the City Council 
and makes recommendations on 
matters related to technology that 
supports the Vision 2040 pillars 
and goals. The Board meets at least 
quarterly on a schedule determined 
by the Board. 

For a more detailed description of 
each Board and Commission as well 
as contact information, visit coppell-
tx.gov/boards. Boards and Com-
missions applicants must have lived 
in Coppell for at least one year and 
must be registered to vote in Cop-
pell. If you are unable to apply on-
line or need assistance, please visit 
the City Secretary’s Office at Coppell 
Town Center, 255 Parkway Blvd., or 
call 972-304-3669. 

SOURCE City of Coppell

City seeks residents to serve on boards, commissions

Anti-bullying 
program offered
Coppell—

The Cozby Library and Communi-
ty Commons invites the community 
to attend an anti-bullying program 
on Saturday, Oct. 22, from 2-3:30 
p.m. 

During this program, a panel of 
experts will provide information and 
answer audience questions on this 

very important topic. This event is 
sponsored by the Community Build-
ers, which consists of city staff and 
community members interested in 
promoting cultural inclusivity and 
diverse programming for members 
of the Coppell community. 
SOURCE Cozby Library and Communi-

ty Commons 

Triathlete Sam Long claims his bicycle at the start of the second stage of the competition. 
\Photo by Rodney Moore

I played baseball. We started with 
running, then biking, and then 
swimming.”

“It’s fun. Everybody has their own 
strong suit,” Austin said. “My broth-
er’s probably a bit better at biking, 
and I may have a slight advantage on 
the run. We ended up passing each 
other back and forth on the bike. He 
may get a little bit of a lead, and then 
I try to catch him on the run. It’s kind 
of that back and forth competition.”

A triathlon can be very difficult to 
train for, but it can also be reward-
ing. Preparation is key to being suc-
cessful in the sport.

“To be able to win on a course like 
this and a place like this, you have to 
have the belief to do it,” Jocelyn Mc-
Cauley, said. “I think in pretty much 
any race I go into, you have to have 
that belief. You have to have that vi-
sualization going into that race to be 
able to see the outcome happening. 
You have to have lived that many 
times before it actually comes to fru-
ition when you come across that line 
first.”

if the fatigue settled down, I could 
win today. It felt really relaxed. I was 
focused. I typically have a watch; it 
fell off in the swim, so I was blind for 
pacing. 

“I honed in on how I felt. I was 
like, patience, patience. Just relax 
and then that last lap. Boom, had to 
go. I had the energy because I had 
patience all day.”

While the best of the best were out 
to try and top the field, Austin and 
Grayson McGruder only cared about 
beating each other. The two began 
racing in triathlons four or five years 
ago, and while their sibling rivalry 
has grown, so has their relationship. 

Though they are both from Mem-
phis, Grayson now lives in the Plano 
area. The race gave Austin a chance 
to visit his brother and compete 
against him. Neither one of them 
comes from a triathlon background; 
not even swimming, biking, or en-
durance running.

“We played sports growing up,” 
Grayson said. “Kind of all around. 
[Austin] was a lacrosse player, and 
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FUN & GAMES

ANSWER KEYS
TRIVIA ANSWERS

1. Hoglet.
2. “Breakfast at Tiffany’s.”
3. Ireland.
4. Idaho.
5. Jerome David.
6. Seven.
7. “Family Feud.”
8. Nadia Comaneci.
9. Mississippi.
10. Cough.

Right about now the weather is 
cooling off. Or, if it hasn’t, it soon 
will. Before we know it, hard winter 
will be upon us. As of this year, there 
are 38,000 homeless veterans who 
will be living outside in that weather.

Homeless people make up 7% 
of the population, but 13% of the 
homeless population are veterans. 

Homeless 
Veterans Still 

Need Help

Over half have a disability. Nearly 
three-quarters have substance abuse 
problems. Fully half are over the 
age of 50. Kind of makes you think, 
doesn’t it?

Despite all the programs the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs has 
come up with to reduce veteran 
homelessness, our comrades are still 
out there by the thousands. Large 
dollars are budgeted for this, grants 
handed out to community home-
less advocacy groups, studies done, 
numbers arranged in neat columns 
on printouts, meetings held -- and 
the numbers just don’t go down an 
appreciable amount. In fact, the 
point-in-time (PIT) count numbers 
(every homeless veteran counted 
in a single day) for the past several 
years have been inching upward, 
despite all the efforts to manage the 
problem.

We, on either an individual or 

group basis, need to step up. 
Start by making calls. Call Volun-

tary Services at the closest VA hospi-
tal and ask what they need. Hook up 
with the CEC (community employ-
ment coordinator) at the hospital 
and offer your help. Work at a Stand 
Down. Sign up to drive veterans to 
medical appointments and job inter-
views.

On a smaller level, band with oth-
ers and prepare to open your wallets 
just a little bit. Remember: While 
what we do might seem negligible 
in the whole range of efforts, it won’t 
be a small thing for the veteran who 
gets a thick winter coat, some dry 
socks, a ride to the VA clinic or your 
skills in drafting up a resume.

Keep this number handy: Nation-
al Call Center for Homeless Veterans 
877-424-3838. They answer 24/7 
and have help for homeless veterans 
or those who are in danger of becom-

GIVE
US A
CALL

214-675-6493

Need
customers?

ing homeless.
(c) 2022 King Features Synd., 

Inc.
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* “I make presents pretty by cut-
ting leftover gift wrap into quar-
ter-inch strips, curling them and 
attaching them to the gift. The more 
the better. It’s attractive and makes 
an impression.” -- M.F. in Washing-
ton

* “I love to have sauteed, sliced 
mushrooms, and I use my egg slicer 
to get perfect slices. It’s very handy 
and much easier to use than doing it 
with a knife.” -- K.P. in Arizona

* To make your own ammo-
nia-based pretreatment for laundry 
stains, mix together equal parts wa-
ter, liquid detergent and ammonia in 
a spray bottle. Never use with bleach.

Story idea?Story idea?
Let us know!Let us know!

Call  214-675-6493 or email: johns@ramblernewspapers.net

Subscribe online 
TODAY

at RamblerNewspapers.com

“If you or your child has a wood 
splinter, soak the finger/toe in icy 
water. The water swells the wood, 
making it easier to remove, while the 
iciness numbs the area, making it 
less painful.” -- R.D. in Oregon

Send your tips to Now Here’s a 
Tip, 628 Virginia Drive, Orlando, FL 
32803.

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc. 

Scammers and 
the Omicron 

Vaccine

1. ANIMAL KINGDOM: What is a 
baby hedgehog called?

2. MOVIES: Which 1960s movie 
features a character named Holly 
Golightly?

3. HISTORY: In which country 
did the Easter Rising of 1916 take 
place?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. 
state is bordered by the states of 
Washington, Oregon, Montana, 
Utah, Wyoming and Nevada?

5. LITERATURE: What do the 
initials in J.D. Salinger’s name stand 
for?

6. GEOMETRY: How many sides 
does a heptagon have?

7. TELEVISION: Richard Dawson 
was the original host of which TV 
game show?

8. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: 
Which gymnast was the first to score 
a perfect 10 in Olympic competition?

The latest scam against seniors 
appears to have started the very day 
the new Covid omicron vaccine was 
announced as being approved by the 
Food and Drug Administration.

The call I received promised to 
help me get to the front of the line 
... ahead of all the people who were 
going to be eligible at the same time. 
All I had to do was provide my bank-
ing information or Medicare card 
number so they could “hold a place” 
for me in the appointments.

After all, the scammer said, mil-

* Because we know you’ve always 
secretly wondered, that depression 
on the flexure of your arm is called 
a chelidon.

* In 1992, Saab created a proto-
type vehicle called Prometheus that 
featured a joystick in place of a steer-
ing wheel. While it increased safety 
and space, it also proved more tiring 
and challenging to use, and the car 
never made it to production.

* A one-eyed yellowtail rockfish at 
the Vancouver Aquarium was given 
a prosthetic eye by the facility’s head 
veterinarian after being bullied by 
its fellow fish on its blind side.

* Here’s an incentive to keep up 
your hygiene: When scientists exam-
ined the genetic makeup of bacteria 
in navel lint from 60 volunteers, one 
notable subject who hadn’t washed 
for several years was found to host 
two species of extremophile bacteria 

lions of people were going to be 
rushing to get the vaccine. I didn’t 
want to be left out, did I?

I had a few minutes, so I decided 
to test the scammer’s actual knowl-
edge about the vaccine. He was fuzzy 
on the information and stumbled to 
answer, sometimes making it up as 
he went.

Here are some facts to remember 
should you get one of these vaccine 
scam calls:

The truth is that not everyone is 
going to be eligible. Those who hav-
en’t had any previous Covid vaccines 
cannot get the omicron vaccine until 
they take the other ones. Then you 
have to wait two months before get-
ting the new one.

The Pfizer booster will be for those 
age 12 and over, with the Moder-
na for those 18 and up. They don’t 
know yet about children younger 
than those ages.

No, at this point there haven’t 
been any clinical trials about how 
well the omicron version works. 

that typically thrive in ice caps and 
thermal vents!

* The modern high jump tech-
nique was created by Dick Fosbury 
and dubbed the Fosbury Flop.

* Dooley Wilson, who played Sam 
at Rick’s Cafe Americain in “Casa-
blanca,” was an experienced musi-
cian and bandleader, but a drum-
mer, not a pianist. He mimed his 
piano performance, and “As Time 
Goes By” was dubbed in later.

* A linguistic study revealed that 
winter workers in Antarctica began 
to develop a new accent as a result 
of being isolated together for several 
months.

* Sharks have existed on Earth for 
roughly 50 million years longer than 
trees.

* John Joseph Merlin, often cred-
ited with inventing roller skates, de-
buted them at a 1760’s masquerade 
in London by rolling into a room as 
he played the violin ... then crashing 
head-on into a quite expensive mir-
ror.

***
Thought for the Day: “The histo-

ry of Western science confirms the 
aphorism that the great menace to 
progress is not ignorance but the 
illusion of knowledge.” -- Daniel J. 
Boorstin

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

Mice, yes, but people, no. (Moderna 
and Pfizer both did mini-tests of 600 
people each.)

The omicron vaccine will cover 
not only the omicron BA.4 and BA.5 
subvariants, but also the original 
Covid as well. It’s called a “bivalent” 
vaccine because it covers both.

But the big thing to remember: 
These scammers don’t want to help 
you get the new omicron booster. 
They only want your personal infor-
mation. 

(c) 2022 King Features Synd., Inc.

9. U.S. STATES: Which state’s of-
ficial animal is a red fox?

10. MEDICAL: What is the com-
mon name of a condition called tus-
sis?

Governor Greg Abbott congrat-
ulated the Grand Prairie Collegiate 
Institute along with 30 other Texas 
schools on Sept. 19 that have been 
recognized as National Blue Rib-
bon Schools for 2022. Texas leads 
the nation with the most 2022 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon Schools, topping 
California and New York with 29 
and 20 Blue Ribbon Schools, re-
spectively. This recognition by the 
U.S. Department of Education is 
based on a schools’ overall academic 

Governor congratulates Texas Blue Ribbon Schools
performance or progress in closing 
achievement gaps.

“Texas is leading the nation in ed-
ucation because we continue to en-
sure our schools have the resources 
and support they need to foster a 
positive and promising future for 
young Texans,” Abbott said. “Being 
recognized as a National Blue Rib-
bon School is a distinguished honor, 
and I want to congratulate the stu-
dents, teachers, administrators, and 
parents of these 31 schools for their 

hard work and dedication to excel-
lence in our schools.”

The following 31 Texas schools 
were recognized as 2022 National 
Blue Ribbon Schools:

East Elementary School, Brown-
wood ISD

Bynum School, Bynum ISD
Claude School, Claude ISD
All Saints Catholic School, Diocese 

of Dallas
Jesuit College Preparatory School 

of Dallas, Diocese of Dallas

School for the Talented and Gift-
ed, Dallas ISD

School of Science and Engineering, 
Dallas ISD

DeKalb Elementary School, 
DeKalb ISD

Terrell Elementary School, Deni-
son ISD

Devers Elementary School, Devers 
ISD

Springlake-Earth Elementary/Ju-
nior High School, Springlake-Earth 
ISD

Garden City Elementary School, 
Glasscock County ISD

Grand Prairie Collegiate Institute, 
Grand Prairie ISD

Gruver Elementary School, Gru-
ver ISD

Gruver Junior High School, Gru-
ver ISD

Happy High School, Happy ISD
Kerr High School, Alief ISD
Saint Cecilia Catholic School, 

Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston
Saint Vincent de Paul Catho-

lic School, Archdiocese of Galves-
ton-Houston

St Anne Catholic School, Archdio-
cese of Galveston-Houston

Early College High School at Mid-
land College, Midland ISD

Muleshoe High School, Muleshoe 
ISD

St. John The Apostle Catholic 
School, Diocese of Fort Worth

Smyer Schools, Smyer ISD
Somerset Elementary School, 

Somerset ISD
Sonora Secondary School, Sonora 

ISD
Three Rivers Elementary School, 

Three Rivers ISD
Valley Mills High School, Valley 

Mills ISD
Vega Elementary School, Vega 

ISD
Nursery Elementary School, 

Nursery ISD
Wink Elementary School, 

Wink-Loving ISD.
SOURCE Office of Governor Greg 

AbbottIrving—The National Association 
of Telecommunications Officers 
and Advisors (NATOA) recognized 
Irving Community Television Net-
work (ICTN) with nine awards.

A recap of Eerie Irving Park 
earned an Award of Excellence. Ir-
ving’s news show, “City Source,” 
along with reports on Operation Fi-
nally Home, the winter storm, and 
the Irving Marathon were among 
other ICTN videos honored.

ICTN wins 9 national awards
The awards won are as follows:
Award of Excellence: “Eerie Irving 

Park”
Award of Honor: “Operation Fi-

nally Home: Notes of Love” 
Award of Distinction: “Irving’s 

Winter Storm Response” 
Award of Distinction: “Eerie Ir-

ving Park” 
Award of Honor: “Yellow Heart 

Memorial Anniversary” 
Award of Honor: “Irving Mara-

thon”
Award of Distinction: “#ICTN40 

Viral Video” 
Award of Distinction: “City 

Source”
Award of Honor: “On Stage at 

Heritage Series promo.”
The NATOA awards program 

honors excellence in broadcast, ca-
ble, multimedia and electronic pro-
gramming produced by local gov-
ernment agencies. This year NATOA 

received more than 800 entries sub-
mitted by local governments across 
the country.

Irving residents can watch ICTN’s 
award-winning programming by 
visiting CityofIrving.org/YouTube. 
ICTN also is available on local ca-
ble providers. Find a channel guide 
at ICTN.tv.

SOURCE City of Irving
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BOWL-THON
Continued from Page 1

live here, work here or go to school 
here. We have a lot of needs, both for 
supplying food for our families and 
supplying supplies for therapy ser-
vices, transportation, childcare, and 
things like that. So we’re going to be 
using the funds towards that, just 
improving our programming.”

The Bowl-A-Thon encourages lo-
cal engagement while also providing 
entertainment.

“We’re just having fun,” Shane 
Hampson, a member of the “Neigh-
bowly” bowling team, said. “One of 
the core values of Neighbowly is hav-
ing fun in the process. While I look 
around this six-person team, I’ve 
only met one person before. Tonight 
was the first time I got to meet four 
other people, so it’s been really fun.”

Team “Bowl with the Blue” offered 
the opportunity for people to bowl 
alongside Police Chief Derick Miller 
for an additional donation. 

“It is celebrating the hard work 
being done there, celebrating the 
hard work of the board members,” 
Chief Miller said. “This is the board’s 
largest fundraiser. Although we’re 
having fun, it’s going to enable the 
counselors and the advocates to add 
more programming to the FAC.

“You know each family and in-
dividual are unique, and each 
family and individual have their 
unique issues; so we need to be 
nimble in how we respond by 
having more programming.” 
Several awards were given out for 
various categories. The best team 
uniform prize went to the “Grand Ve-
netian Gangsters” team that bowled 
in 1920s-themed mobster attire. 
“We wanted to do something differ-
ent, and we wanted to do a whole 
outfit versus just a shirt,” Caroline 
Coronado, team member, said. “We 
thought it’d be fun to be gangsters, 

but we wanted to be old-school 
gangsters. We thought we would 
dress up a little more.”

Many of the bowling teams were 
local businesses and organizations 
that showed their support for posi-
tive change. 

“I come from a small town in 
Michigan, so I really appreciate how 
much the community backs each 
other up,” Cori Black of Irving Cares 

said. “We saw that at our gala on 
Friday night. A lot of the same peo-
ple are here tonight who were there 
on Friday, and I think that speaks 
volumes. They’ll be at the next non-
profit organization, raising money, 
whether it’s the policemen associa-
tion, the firemen association, doesn’t 
matter what it is; having everybody 
come together like this is just amaz-
ing.”

Bowling for charity, a bowler shows his form while helping raise funds for the Irving 
Family Advocacy Center. \Photo by Ayden Runnels.

By Bubba Frank
Irving—Family Promise of Irving 
hosted its annual gala, Night of 
Promise, in the grand ballroom of 
the Omni Las Colinas Hotel on Sat-
urday, Sept. 17. 

“It’s Family Promise,” Jeff Cober, 
a member of the board for Family 
Promise, said. “That is the qualifi-
cation; that it’s a father and child, 
mother and child, or mother, father 
and child or children. You do have to 
have a child to be in the program. 

“It’s usually a 30-day program, 
and then they graduate to the next 
step. We’ll help with your resume 

if you’ve lost your job. There’s case 
management and counseling to help 
you get back into your community. 
The way Family Promise works is 
the family comes into the program, 
and every week they’re hosted by [a 
different] church as it moves around 
our community. We’re sponsored by 
10 churches in Irving.”

Things have become more difficult 
in the past few years, but being part 
of a national organization has helped 
Family Promise overcome many ob-
stacles.

“It is a very interesting evolution, 
especially with the last few years,” 

Cober said. “We’ve had an [increase 
in] families not being able to stretch 
their budgets. We are experiencing 
families that have never asked for 
help before coming in needing help.

“Our director Aubrey Pi is very in-
novative and is making new models 
we can put into place. [Family Prom-
ise] is a national organization, so we 
can take cues from other groups and 
implement them in Irving. We’re 
having the most response with our 
original church rotation program.”

Aubrey Pi is a vivacious young 
leader who recently became a moth-
er herself. 

“I knew from the time I was prob-
ably 12 years old I wanted to work 
with children,” Pi said. “I wanted to 
serve as a family minister. I have de-
grees in family ministry and Chris-
tian counseling. I can sit, listen, and 
have compassion, but at the end of 
the day, I can also say ‘how are you 
going to fix it?’ 

“For the families we serve, it’s a 
matter of them being able to save the 
money they need to save and find-
ing a job that’s going to pay a living 
wage. It’s getting kids into childcare 
and putting resources in the right 
places, so these families can move 
beyond the crisis they’re currently 
living in because someone told them 
there was something better.”

The most consistent hurdle to 
overcome is the lack of affordable 
housing in Irving, according to Pi.

“I participate in a lot of things that 

work toward bettering the commu-
nity,” Pi said. “It’s not just a problem 
of kids getting to school, or families 
paying their rent, or getting a job. It’s 
a matter that if they have a job, they 
can’t find an apartment they can 
afford. There are no rentals if you 
make $14 an hour and your afford-
able rent is $800 by the government 
standard. Our biggest [problem] is 
finding landlords who will rent to 
our families and affordable apart-
ments.

“[Another component] is funders 
who will help us to continue serving 
families in need. The need far out-
weighs the amount of opportunity 
we have to serve. Every person in 
our community has a job to serve, 
whether you’re funding something, 
you’re spending time, or you’re sup-
porting by advocating.”

Mark Carpenter, president of 
Family Promise of Irving, shares Pi’s 
sentiments.

“We’ll use any help we can get, 
and it’ll be a wonderful experience,” 
Carpenter said. “People who help 
here get more out of helping than 
they put into it. We’re always look-
ing for additional churches to get in 
rotation to house our families.”

Many members of Family Promise 
started with a minimum donation of 
their time and continued from there. 
Cober started working with Fami-

ly Promise as a volunteer and has 
moved up over the years to become 
a member of the board.

“I have been involved with Family 
Promise for eight years,” Cober said. 
“I started at Episcopal Church Re-

Night of Promise supports families in need
deemer, helping make sandwiches 
for the church that hosted the fam-
ilies. I was invited to be on the board 
by board member Jerry Bates, and 
I’ve been on the board three years.”

Irving—The Irving City Council 
adopted the Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-
23 budget based on $0.5891/$100 
valuation, which is a half-cent 
decrease from the current tax rate. 

Earlier this year, the City Council 
increased the Over 65/Disabled Per-
son home exemption to $50,000.

The FY23 General Fund, the main 
operating fund of the city’s adopted 
budget, is $261,088,547. The Gen-
eral Fund includes public safety, 
public works, parks and recreation, 

Irving adopts
annual budget

libraries, community development 
and internal services and is funded 
primarily by property and sales tax 
collections. 

The structurally balanced FY23 
budget maintains the city’s service 
levels while addressing staffing 
shortages, inflation and supply chain 
issues, as well as funding service 
enhancements, new projects and 
equipment.

SOURCE City of Irving

Family Promise of Irving supporters mingle throughout the silent auction area during the charity’s annual gala. \Photo by Bubba Frank.


